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Abstract

This study is entitled Manifestations of Modernity in Contemporary Palestinian
Poetry: The Mask as an Example, in which the researcher uses the descriptive
analytical approach in order to trace the manifestations of modernity, by studying the
mask in contemporary Palestinian poems, in a methodology that required the division
of research into five chapters that dealt with the following. First, the researcher traced
the concept of the mask including its origins and development, its journey of
movement between literary genres, revealing the factors that led to the emergence of
the mask and tracking its various sources.

The researcher also studied modernist technigques such as symbol, legend, mirrors and
objective equation, whose meaning is confused with the mask. Then the research dealt
with the patterns of the mask, partial, total, and compound, and then studied its
narrative, dramatic and formal structure, and concluded with investigating the
employment problems such as the delicacy of the mask veneer, the cracking of masks,
frequency and the rigidity of their significance, and their employment of the
harmonious and contradictory texts.

The significance of the research stems from the fact that it highlights the richness of
Palestinian poetry, the ability of poets to keep pace with modernity, and investing the
technical energy of mask technology that contributed to the crystallization of the
Palestinian poet's vision and artistic experience.

The study concluded with a set of results that confirmed the Palestinian poets’ passion
for keeping up with the movement of modernity, employing its techniques in their
poems, and their awareness of the heritage and the importance of re-reading it. The
study highlighted Palestinian poets’ celebration of the mask in particular, and the
presence of its different styles in their poems, investing in narrative and borrowed
techniques, and activating their energy in the structure of the poem. The study showed
the diversity of the sources of poets' masks that varied between literary, religious,
historical and legendary, which indicates the fertility of the experience and its
openness to vast areas of heritage.

As the research reveals an aspect of the richness of the creative experience of
Palestinian poets, it is recommended that researchers complete tracing the
manifestations of modernity, by studying other similar techniques, according to
modernist criticism approaches. The researcher stresses on the importance that
university study courses include models of Palestinian mask poems, especially
Mahmoud Darwish’s poem (The Before Last Sermon of the Red Indian in Front of the
White Man), and Ali Fouda’s poem (the American Indians), because of their active
energy in stimulating national and philosophical dimensions, and their contribution to
the formation of artistic taste.
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