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Abstract 

 

This study throws light on the question of Modernism according to Yousef Al;Khal’s 

view. It places in particular more emphasis on his concept of Modernism of poetry  

which embodies a few cultural and critical issues: the nature of poetry and its role , his 

own stand towards Arabic language and human as well as Arabic Tradition. This study 

attempts also to show how far his theoretical views have been reflected in his own 

poetic experience shedding light on the most crucial modernist features of it. The body 

of this study consists of two main chapters in addition to an introduction which focuses 

on the concept of modernism in Western criticism and its manifestation in Arabic 

criticism. 

The first chapter explores the concept of modernism according to Yousef Al;Khal and 

his new vision of poetry and its role. Accordingly, this study is also concerned with 

evaluating the modern Arabic poetry  until the publication of  majallat "Shi’er” which in 



 

    
    

٢٣٥

turn makes it urgent to reconsider the most crucial and critical cultural issues such as 

Arabic Language, Arabic Tradition, and the relation with the West. 

The second chapter examines the modernist features in Yousef Al;Khal’s poetry 

including: vision, language, image,  rhythm, and the aesthetic form. It also unravels 

the solid affinity between Al;khal’s theory and his innovative experience. 

 

The study concludes that Al;Khal has played a leading role in bringing about a 

modernist critical project of poetry which in turn contributes tremendously to the Arabic 

poetry and criticism as well. 

  

  


