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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CREATIVITY AND POWER IN THE
POETRY OF THE FIRST ABBASSID ERA
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ABSTRACT

The old Arab poetry was largely linked to power, hence the
relationship between them on which the scholars have different
opinions. Some of them described the Arab poetry as begging poetry;
and some of them denied this accusation. Recently, there has been a
third party who said that the Arab poetry gave legitimacy to the
oppressors and so they put poetry in the direct effect in power. Each
party based his opinion on poetry and news, but their judgment was
partial since they didn’t study the poetic phenomenon in all its aspects,
but they took what proved their opinions.

The objective of this thesis is to show the relationship between poetic
creativity and power in the first Abbassid era, which took the political
power, represented by the Caliphs, the religious and social phenomena
and the critical issues as a means to clarify this relationship. This
means it comprehensively follows all areas related to poetry and
power.

This thesis consists of an introduction and a prologue followed by five
chapters and a conclusion. The introduction shows the methodology;

the prologue shows the relationship between poetic creativity and
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power in general .The first chapter studies the Abbassid power and its
nature; the second chapter studies the relationship between the
political power and poetry; the third chapter studies the relationship
between the religious power and poetry; the fourth chapter studies the
social power and poetry; and the fifth chapter studies the critical power
and poetry.

The thesis benefited from the cultural or political methodology
studies to fulfill its objective because of its being near the core of the
subject. It studies the phenomena as a part of a bigger whole, as the
literary analysis of the text no longer depends on only the artistic value,
but this value should be looked for in the whole humane.

The thesis concluded some points, the most important one is that
Abbassid power didn’t care about poetry except what corresponds to
its political views, and its sponsoring poetry was merely judged by this
political view. On the other hand, the Abbassid poets looked at the
Abbassid power as an earning for living, hence few of them were truly
sincere to them. The Abbassid power didn't kill any poet except when
poetry was against politics and didn’t care about any other subjects.
The political power didn’t affect the critical judgments issued by the
critics. The most important result is that Abbassid poetry didn’t create
oppressors, and if there were any of them, it was because of their own

nature and their political circumstances.
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