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Abstract

This study is entitled "Vocative Sentences -between Theory and
Practice. " The study consists of three main parts. The first part is
called "Vocative Sentences-Between Theory and Practice in Old
Arabic Grammarians and Semanticists. “ This part reveals how these
two groups of scholars describe vocative sentences in contrast with
how vocatives are actually used.

_ Part one is subdivided into four parts. In the first part, "The
Meaning of Vocative Sentences”, the researcher divides vocative
sentences into two groups: external (imperatives) and internal (for
expressing one's feelings). The second part is entitled "Vacative
Particles". In this part the Arab grammarians' explanations about
voceative particles are described. The researcher also discusses
possible reasons why particular particles are used as vocatives not
~only in Arabic, but also in other Semitic languages. Sub-part three is
called"Elements, Following Particles.” Different types of interjections
are described and contrastive analyses of other scholars are
consulted in order to help explain why these elements occur with
different case endings. The last sub-part focuses on “Elements
Which Follow Names in Interjections.” The researcher describes
Arab grammarians' opinions and differences in the many rules
which they propose to explain these elements although very few are
actually ever used.

The second major part of the study is entitled "Interjections in
Modern Linguistics.” Part two is subdivided into two parts. The first
one is "Vocative Interjections in Modern Linguistic Studies.” The
researcher clarifies which contemporary linguists agree with old
Arab grammarians and which ones disagree. Those who disagree
have concluded that the old theories are unsuitable for explaining
Arabic grammar in general. The second sub-part is
"Transformational Models for Vocative Sentences.” Here, the
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researcher introduces Noam Chomsky's transformational grammar
theory and discusses why it was chosen in this study to describe the
use of vocative sentences. Afterwards, she applies transformations
to the vocative sentences.

The third major part of the research is entitled "Identification of
Old Rules for Vocative Sentences and Analysis of Their Use.” This
part reveals the ten most commonly used rules. All of the rules
which the study revealed are listed in Table A in the appendix, and
“the rules which are actually applied are listed in Table B.
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