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ABSTRACT

Critical Ideology in Iraq: A Study in Fictional
Criticism from 1950-2000

It has been about a century of Iraqi cultural openness and
liberation from Ottoman State authority, when Iraq found
himself before strong ideological and cultural torrents in various
fields of life. Literary criticism, as one of those fields, faced a
challenge to prove its existence , standing between tradition ,on
one hand, and modernism on the other hand. It sought for the
cultural bases and future possibilities that it can depend upon to
reach a culture that is both creative and genuine.

However, the art of writing novel- as the modern style that
represents the modern man's crisis and his ideological , social ,
and economical struggle — has been associated with the
enlighten movements and renewal ideologies in the Arab
society. In addition to the fact that traditional Arab audience had
differed in favor of poetry against narrative genres which had
not been formally admitted as a literary creation. Narrative
genres were accused to be an imitation to the poetic heritage ,
and to be incapable of expressing the modern content and
expressions. Accordingly, there was a sort of absence from the
side of narrative genres both ideologically and critically.
Nevertheless, this absence did not fade from the minds of our
first scholars.

The present study is a humble attempt to identify the most
important features of the ideological trends that guided the



literary criticism in the field of fictionand novel, from their very
beginning up to the 20" century. It comprises three main
chapters. The first chapter represents a comparison between
Arab and Western critical ideologies. While the second chapter
discusses the Iraqi fictional criticism from historical as well as
impressionistic points of view. The third and last chapter
explores the textual trends and attempts to implant the Iraqi
fictional criticism. The study aims at presenting a survey to the
important tendencies that affected the Iraqi fictional criticism
from the mid of the last century up to it end, focusing on the
most prominent works which motivated the development of
fictional criticism.



