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ABSTRACT

The Nabataean Inscriptions in al-l:(iéer (Mada’in Saleh)
A Linguistical StL_fdy

Prepared By

Moh’d Samir Ababneh
SUPERVISIOR
DR. FAWWAZ AL-KHRAYSHEH

The subject of this study is the Nabataean mscriptions fromn al—l:li_(}er . The
researcher investigated the linguistic aspects of the inscriptions and aimed at
* determining their linguistic affinities with Arabic: Western scholars working on
this corpus neglected to study the relationship between the language of these
inscriptions and the pre-Islamic Arabic dialects.

The study consists of an introduction, three chapters and a summery of the
conclusion,

The introduction gives an idea about the goals, the sources and methodology of
the research. It also includes a short description of the history of research.

The first chapter deals exclusively with the dated inscriptions from al~ﬁi§‘;er
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area. Most of these 37 inscriptions are dated to the first century AD, related to
the periods of the Nabatacan kings reign. They provided the researcher with the
basisfor the study of the linguistic aspects and with details of life in the southern
part of the Nabataean Kingdom. | .

The second chapter is concerned with the undated inscriptions from al-Higer
which amount to a total of 189, Most of these are short; they consist simply of
names of their author together with their titles and functions.

The first two chapters Tollow the same methodology. Every inscription was
assigned a special serial number, according to it sequence in the present work.
All inscriptions were taken from photOgraphI. In the cases, in which the
researcher suggested new reading an asterisk was put next to the inscription
number to indicate this. This was followed by a transliteration and transiation of
the texts. Sequentially a linguistic analysis of the vocabulary of the inscription
followed, along side with a general commentary.

The third chapter consists of two parts : : |

The first investigates the language of a[.]:[iée;j . The usage of nouns, verbs,
participles, pronouns, adverbs, relative pronouns, conjunctions, the definitive
article, conditional and interrogative particles and prepositions.

The subject of the second part-is the relationship between Nabataean and
Arabic, as reflected in the language of the inscriptions from aI-Hi‘(_}er This
interchange between these - two languages was already realized by several
scholars, such as Noldeke, Cantineau and O’Connor. | ‘

In the summary of the conclusions the researcher pointed out that there was an
.obvious influence of Arabic on the Nabataean language. It mainifests itself in the
big number of Arabic words in Nabataean inscriptions and in certain syntactical
constructions. This allows us to consider the Nabataean language as reflected in
the inscriptions of al-Higer as one of the old Arabic dialects. The best example of
this-is the inscription No.37, in this study the so-called Riqga§-inscription,
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