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ABSTRACT
The Linguistic Issue Between ibn-Jinni and Chomsky
Prepared by:Sabha AL-Khawaldeh

Supervised by:Dr.Mahmoud El-Jbour
This study sheds light upon the linguistic thought of ibn-Jinni(who
is considered as one of the most distinguished figures of Arabic
linguistic thought during the age of al-tag'eed (established
grammar) on one hand,and the linguistic thought of Noam
Chomsky (who is regarded as one of the most prominent
celebrities in modern western thought and the pioneering figure of
the transformational-generativ theory) on the other.
The researcher’s study looks up on ibn-Jinni's book AL-Khasa'is
(the qualities) and Chomsky's Syntactic structures. And the study
is divided into an introduction, a preface, three chapters and a

conclusion as in the following:

The introduction: The study shows the importance of this

research, its rationale, the related studies, the objectives of the
study, the problem of the research and the approach that this
study adopts.

As for the preface, the study emphasizes the essential stages of
the lives of both ibn-Jinni and Chomsky+

In chapter ' (Language between ibn Jinni and Chomsky) the
study explains the concept of language, how it can be acquired,
the difference between language, tongue and speech, and their

most important qualities according to both of the studied linguists.
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In chapter Y (linguistic structures) the study deals with the
concept of “category” and ranking. It also discusses some
structural concepts such as the concepts of ‘sentence’ and
'syntax’. Besides, it takes into consideration both ibn-dinni's
attitude and Chomsky'’s towards the “agent” theory.
In chapter ¥ (Utterance and Meaning),the study treats two
subjects:. the relationship between the signifier and the signified
and the types of significations and ‘interpretation’ according to
Chomsky. The Study Follow a Comparative Descriptive approach
in which ibn -jinni’s ideas are compared with Chomsky’s general

ideas .



