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DEATH BETWEEN ABI AL-ALA' AL-MA'AARRI'S SAQT
AL-ZAND AND CHINESE TAOISM (A COMPARATIVE
STUDY)

By
Yang, Fang-Yu
Supervisor

Dr May Ahmad Yousef,Prof.

ABSTRCT

This study deals with the comparison of the death concepts of Abi Al-
Ala’ Al-Ma’aarri, based on his poetic collection:* Saqt Al-Zand” , it’s
similarities to the Chinese Taoism from two philosophical scholars : Lao-
tzu and Chuang-tzu . In order to view the similarities between Abi Al-Ala’
Al-Ma’aarri’s philosophical perspectives and Chinese Taoism, one must
take a closer look at the related topics of death, which is change, morality
and free will.

As a result of comparing Abi Al-Ala’ Al-Ma’aarri’s philosophical
perspectives and Chinese Taoism in the three topics stated in the study
related to death , finding out the sharer common parts in their standpoints
about the death and life. Both of them expanded their idea of death to
express the determinism (fatalism) which do a certain degree reflects on the
universe. Besides that, their similarities include also the esoteric and
transcendion which are connected to mind and idealism (absolute
perfection). Then, it aims to find out their denial of corrosion of society
from their individualism.

As a result, Abu Al-Ala’ Al-Ma’aarri and Taoism have similar views
about death, and both of them are inclined in reaching the idealism

(absolute perfection) in their standpoint about life and death.



