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This dissertation examines the Diwani documents of the early period of
Islam and of the orthodox enlightened Caliphate in terms of from and content.
Important as they are, these documents deal with matters which relate to the
administration of war and states, and to organizing relationships with other
peoples. They are, fllerefore, legislation’s and a constitution for following eras
as they originate from the prophet (peace be upon him) and from the four
enlightened caliphs.  They establish the principles of letter writing and
conventions,ﬂ and were adopted by these who came later who added to, and
improved them. |

Thé present study is based on a methodology which refers narration’s

and stories back to their respective origins. It investigates into these narration’s
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and relies to achieve this on rational and ascription (isnad) evidence based on

contrasting and verification of narration’s and on referring them to the era of
the prophet and to that of the enlightened caliphs in order to know the effect the
narrators’ té.ndencics and of cheir porty and religions affiliation in narrating
documents, and in order to highlight the role of oral narration and the effect of
losiry the original documents and the extent of distortion and falsification which
these documents under went. My main objective has been to present a clear
picture the hteiary issues of this eara and of the role of language in manifesting
them.

The dissertation is made up of three parti each of which consists of a
number of chapters. The first part deals in detail with the means of wars of
conquest foiight by Muslims to spread Islam. The second part deals with the
administration principles manifested in these documents and how they were
implemented in governing the subjects of the Islamic state and the state policy
(in relation to its foreign relationships) and in the administration of the state
financial resources. The third part deals with the technical characteristics of

these documents.

The study draws from rich, diversified sources. I have made extensive use -

of historical, Fight and literary sources, as well as from Sharia’ books, books of
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religions policy and books on the admonition of the state subjects. 1 have also
made use of commentary books and of tradition. | £ A YA

I have arrived at the follows conclusions. First, the study shows that
falsification and distortion has affected the majority of the topics of this eka’s
documents.  The “study of hterature in this period, therefore, should be
thoroughly and cautiously earried out. Second, the study highlights the role of
correspondence in the administration of the state affairs in all fields. Letters
carried instructions and regulation which were implemented in terms of war,
and showe_d how to deal with subjects, Muslims and non-Muslims. Third, the
technical study shows that these documents were distinctively constructed and
drawn from the spirit of Aslam. The construction was sound and good, and
images were not heavily influenced by local environment. The styly was cléar
and words had definite meanship and were far from being ambiguous. Fourth,
the study shows the high level of adiministration of the state and Islam affairs.
It surpasses, the Stllldy shows, modem administrative methods because of its

observance of the material and immaterial rights of subjects.
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