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The Role of the Particle ‘’Inna”
between Theory and Usage

Abstract

This paper deals with the grammatical word "Inna" (¢)) and its role
in nominal sentences over which grammarians, past and present,
disagree; opinions can be divided into three categories: The Basrians,
and their followers, adopted the view that says it governs both
constituents of sentence, suject and predicate; the Kufians, and their
followers, adopted the view that says it governs the subject only, and it
has nothing to do with the predicate; and finally some recent
grammarians have two views; the first is closer to the Kufians in form
but not content, and the second more extreme one that says "Inna" does
not govern any constituent at all. This paper discusses these different
points of view and elucidates the weak and strong points of each, but it
adopts the Basrians’ opinion because it is supported by evidence and
confirmed by usage.
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