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Abstract
Arabic Writing in The Light of Modern
Linguistics
By
Hussain Yousef Lafi Qazaq

Supervisor:
Dr.Abdulhamid Al Aktash

This study aims at investigating the Arabic writing system
and its efficiency for representing the Arabic sounds in the light of the
general linguistic criteria that requires having a phonetic sound for
each writing symbol and a writing symbol for each phonetic sound.
The study also aims at showing that the relationship between the
spoken and the written forms in Arabic excels the same relationship
in other writing systems.

The study consists of an introduction, three chapters and a
conclusion.

The introduction has dealt with the beginning of Arabic
writing, its development stages and the changes it acquired such as
linear symbols and (linguistic) case. Then it showed some
contemporaries' perspectives toward Arabic writing.

Chapter one has dealt with the International Phonetic
Orthographical Alphabet and the relationship between consonants and
vowels. On the other hand, it has dealt with their respective symbols.
It has also discussed the linear symbol issue. This study has clarified
that Arabic writing is not allophonic ( phonetically precise) ,but it is
functionally phonemic (phonetically broad.All the writing aspects that
seemed contradictory to conformity between pronouncing and writing .
have also been clarified.
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Chapter two has dealt with the phenomenon of the variation
of the letter shapes on one hand, and that it is a writing taken from
Semitic languages following a specific system providing a specific
function which serves the reader. It also discusses the issue of ellipses
and appending. The research showed that there are symbols which can
be written without being pronounced and some other sounds which
can be pronounced without having written symbols .The research has
tried to explain this phenomenon upon a historical perspective and
tried to show the extent of functionality of having this usage continued
to the present.

The third chapter entitled dictation subjects deals with "Al-
Hamza" and the cause of the problem of "Hamza", the fina]l "Alef
"{that is written at the end of a word},and the"Taa” .The study
showed that there are distinguishing values of this multiplicity of
forms. It has then dealt with the issue of distinction (Fasl)and
conjunction. The research has showed that it is an exaggerated
problem and tried to clarify the cases upon which the relevant
possibilities(distinction& conjunction) are applicable.

Among the results of the research are the following:

_Arabic - on the phoneme level — is at very high conformity.
Therefore its among the closest writing systems to phonetic writing.

-On the word and sentence level, it is a functional writing
serviﬁg specific purpose.

-That Arabic writing uses the linear system instead of forming
new letters, This system is of an extreme importance in distinguishing
between an inoperative leiter and the one with a linear symbol or
diacritic (mark).

-That the increase and decrease in Arabic writing is due to its
being affected by previous writing systems which were Nabatean and
Syreac ones.

The research includes a number of other important results.
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