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ABSTRACT

AN ANALYSIS OF THE WRITING ERRORS
OF NON-NATIVE LEARNERS OF ARABIC

ATIKA AHMAD AL-TEL

MASTER OF EDUCATION
TEACHING OF ARABIC METHODS TO NON NATIVE SPEAKERS
YARMOUK UNIVERSITY, 1989

SUPERVISED BY: DR. MOHAMMED AHMAD AMAYRIH

This study aimed at analysing the writing errors at average
and advanced levels of non-native learners of Arablc, The study
tried to answer the following three questions: (1) What type of
writing errors, theipr frequency and percentages are made by non-
native learners of Arabic? (2) What type of writing errors, their
frequency znd percentages are made by non-native learners of
Arabic at both University of Jordan and Yarmouk University?

(3) Do types of writing errors, their frequency and percentages

vary as a result of differences in the Jevel of non-native

learners of Arabic?

The study sample consisted of 34 male and female stydents,
20 of whom were from the language Centre at Yarmouk University

and the other 14 were from the Language Centre at University of
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Jordan. The level of 20 of them was ranked average, whereas
1t was advanced for the other 14, The researcher asked the
subjects to write a composition entitleq ™ A Description of
a trip to one of the Tourist Attraction Places or Ruineg in

Jordan " after it had been approved by a Jjury of judges,

The findings revealed the following: (1) There are four
types of writing errors, the frequency of which is arranged
from highest to lowest as follows: (a) 482 spelling errors
Which constituted (41.84 %) of the total number of writing
errors that included the nonconsideration 0f disjunctive
hamza; incorrectness in using words for others; voiceless
letters; voiced letters; omission ang addition; shaping
letters; substitution of two successive letters and writing
hamza in an irregular way. (h) Structural errors, the number
of which was (350) and constituted a percentage of (30,38%)
0f the total number of writing errors. These included
grammatical ones, the number of which was (279), classirfied
into seven types: Definite and indefinite; masculine and
feminine; meaningful letters; use of bronouns; singularity;
dualism and pPlurality; syntax and the word order of the
sentence (sentence structure), They also included morpho-
logical errors, the number of which was (71) classified into
four types: Confusion of two forms having the same origin;

derivation of & non-existing forms; nonconsideration of an

-AA-



© Arabic Digital Library - Yarmouk University

adjectival word morpheme (ya) and using a verb in an irrelevant
context. (c¢) Micellaneous errcrs, the number of which was
(236), that constituted a percentage of (20.,48%) of the

total number of writing errors. These were classified into

four types: Non-use of conmectives, punctuation marks, correct
paragraph beginnings and indentation. (d) Semantic errors, the
number of which was (84), a percentage of (7.30%4) of the total
number of writing errors. They were classified into three
types: An omission of one word or more needed for the context;
an addition of one word or more not needed for the conext and
incorrectness in using words for others, (2) There is an
obvious harmony in the types of errors made by the learners

at both University of Jordan and Yarmouk University. But the
total number of errors made by the learners at Yarmouk University
is double that of the learners at University of Jordan, The
findings showed that errors made by the learners at both
University of Jordan and Yarmouk University were distributed

as follows: Spelling errors (38.21%); 43.96% resectively);
structural errors ( 20.66%, 20.22%); miscellaneous errors
(23..11%; 18.96%) and finally semantic errors (8.02%, 6.87%).

(3) There was a great degree of harmony in the types of

errors made by the learners at both average level and advanceqd
level, but the percentage of the errors made by the learners

of the advanced level was less than that of the learners of

the average level. Therefore,we can conclude that the percentage

of writing errors grows less as learners make progrss in their

I
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level of learning. This is manifested through the differences
in percentage betwsen the writing errors of average level
(49.56%) and that of the advanced level(39,.5%). The same
could be mentioned about spelling errors (17.80%=16,39%) ;
structural errors (12.86%-11.93%); miscellaneous errors

(15.5%-4.87%) and semantic errors (3.41%=2.72%)

The findings of the study were interpreted in the
light of language interference; transfer of experiencer by

learners, from the first language; interference of the target

language itself-Arabic- such as Overcorrectness, overgeneral-
ization and excessive generalization; incorrect analogy;

simplification of rules and performance errors such as

tiredness, fatigue, forgetfulness, bad memory and laziness.
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