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Abstract

“Displaced Articulation in Arabic: Its concept, Sounds, and Features”
Dr. Mouneer Tayseer Shatnawi

This study highlights the phenomenon of describing the cling outgoing articulation of sounds in
Arabic, that is, describing displaced articulation. Phoneticians described only one linguistic sound
in Arabic, viz, faa /f/. After previewing the concept of “displaced articulation” the researcher
argues that the displaced articulation as defined by Phoneticians can be used to describe the
following dental sounds (Thaa, Thaal, Al-Zaa) . This is due to what Phoneticians theorized in terms
of displaced articulation.

The present researcher goes with the fact that since dental sounds have special phonemes in
Arabic, as is the case in /faa/ in Arabic and other languages, the outgoing sound /faa/ is described
as a displaced articulation, but dental sounds are not. This is due to the fact that this description is
transferred from the western linguists at the process of describing their languages, which does not
include the dental phonemes of (Thaa, Thaal, and Al-Zaa).

Relying on evidence for displaced articulation in dental phonemes, the present researcher
divided this articulation into tow sounds: regressive, represented by the /faa/ sound and
progressive, represented by the dental sounds.

The researcher has also explored the effect of the displaced articulation in the phonetic
displacement. It is concluded that the progressive displacement needs effort and a muscular activity
more than regressive displacement. In light of this result, the researcher explained this phenomenon
exemplifying some examples in standard Arabic and from what other spoken and semantic accent
offer from clear cut examples.

Key words: (Place sounds articulations, Displaced sound, /faa/ ,Labiodental sounds, Inert

dental sounds).
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Maddieson, Patterns of Sounds, 1986, ynd Edition, Cambridge university press.
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