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Throughout the years, fables have taken different forms.
The oldest form is the “beast etiological tale” through which
man has tried to explain certain animal or plant features
which were incomprehensible. Beast etiological tales led to the
development of two literary Kkinds of fables, which are,
“animal fables” (written in verse or prose) and “animal epics”
(written in verse). These, in turn, employed symbolism to

express political, social, religious, and philosophical concerns

avoiding direct conflict with authority or the society.

Two new types of prose fables evolved but of ancient
Arabic literature. The first was a product of the culture of the
Pre-Islamic era, termed as "animal conceit and parody". The
second type of fables is the long, prose narrative tales. These
were inspired from "Kalila Wa Dimna" as well as from the
refection of oppression and corruption by Arab intellectuals.

Dr. Mahmoud Najjar terms these as " animal prose tales".

These tales, which Arabs developed in Islamic and Pre-

Islamic eras, originated in lraq, Syria or Egypt. Tales told by

animals flourished in the third and fourth centuries of Hijra.

These tales express a rejection of and a vrebellion against

oppressive political systems.
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Abstract
Animal Fables in Arabic Prose

in the 3™ and 4™ Centuries A .H.

by

Suzan El Hillou

Surpervisor

Professor: Salah Jarrar

The study defines fables and their different types. It also
studies the origins of fables and their development through
ancient world and Arabic literature by reference to books
written in the third and the fourth Islamic centuries of Hijra.
The study depicts fables, whether these are passed over from
previous generations or actually written in these centuries. It

also approaches these fables in light of the characteristics

and events of this era in order to reveal the intended themes .

of the authors. Further, it adopts an interdeciplinary

methodology in analyzing these fables.
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