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Abstract

The present study is concerned with several concepts cutrently working in
the domain of criticism. It seeks to discern these concepts starting with
‘discourse’, its levels; and the ‘historical novel’ (which is the locus of

attention in the present study).

The study also tries to answer several questions touched upon — and
targeted- by the title. To do so, it follows two steps: First: Theoretical,
which discerns the term ‘discourse’ and other related concepts within the
different disciplines such as linguistic discourse, structural discourse and
philosophical discourse; and whether or not the first Arabic intellectual
efforts have known the term ‘discourse’ in its current sense. The study,
then, shifts to ‘discourse analysis’ (which is the subject under concern).
Various previous attempts in discourse analysis are surveyed before the
study suggests the concept of ‘levels of discourse’ as a method for
analyzing fictional discourse generally and fictional discourse of the
historical novel in particular. In this connection, the study makes some
reference to the disagreement among researchers and scholars over the

concept of the ‘historical novel’. Thus, to define this concept, it tries to
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demarcate the boundaries of the historical novel. Second: Applied, which
uses the notion of ‘levels of discourse’ (mentioned above) to analyze the
discourse of the historical novel into three levels: the structural level
(narrative), through the notions of( time, mood, perspective); the historical
level, through (balancing the historical and the artistic, the historical
character, reasons for resorting to the historical), then the typical hidden

level through defining the cultural types that invalidate the declared type.

To achieve its objective, the study makes a compromise among three
methods; first: the narrative structural method, that proved powerful in
comprehending all the-aspeets-of=the-narrative-textr=seeond: the descriptive
method that guides [the discussion about blending the historical with the
artistic on the plane of ‘event’ and ‘character’; third: the cultural method
that conceives of the novel as a cultural form expressed by pure styles,
structures and artistic language. Thus, it concentrates on investigating the
counter types that are hidden in the ground of the artistic form, or that are

concealed behind it.

Eventually, this study ends up in some results: it proves that the concept of
levels is the best that can be used to probe the discourse and to classify its
internal and external elements more systematically; it proves the
uniqueness of the historical novel and its peculiarity in analysis in
comparison with novels of other types , thanks to the various currents from

which it has generated.
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