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Semantics of time in Sybawayhi’s book
Al - Mu’allagat as pattern

The dissertation deals with the semantic point of view
of time in Sibawayhi's Al- Kitab applied to Al-Mu’aliaqat of
the pre-Islamic period. It consists of an introduction and
three chapters.

The first chapter studies the semantic point of view of
time in the Arabic verb. All aspects of past have been
discussed in detail with concentration on forms referring to
present perfect and past perfect. Present tense has been
discussed through forms and construction i.e.
morphological and syntactic realizations of present tense.

The second chapter discusses forms of adverbs and
their effect on time. It was necessary to discuss this effect
through morphological and syntactic representations.

The third chapter studies the semantic point of view
of time through some Arabic constructions and styles.
Conditionals for instance, have been discussed according
to its grammatical and textual aspects. The same method
has been applied to negation, interrogatives, and the so
called ism al fa’el i.e.actor.
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