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Mahmud al- Samra as a critic

By

AHMAD ISMAEL AHMAD AL-ABOSHEE

Supervisor

Dr. SAMIR BADWAN QATTAMI

ABSTRACT

This study was meant to follow the critical effort of Mahmud Al- Samra on both
Arabic and western literature, ancient and modern. This study has sought to realize a
set of goals, top of which were tracing the contributions by Al-Samra in fields of
authoring, verification and translation through strict follow up of what he wrote of
books, researches, articles, as a step to studying, analyzing and eliciting the critical
view point related to these topics, on the strength of a study to all aspects of his
cultural and academic life which have a great role in cryslalizing this critical

perception.

Since this study has sought to follow the critical progress by Al-Samra, if has
adopted the method pooling all integral knowledge’s seeking benefit from: historical,
qualitative, aesthetic, analytical and psychological methods as I believe that all critical

methods are integral with no conflic between them.

This study has included a set of results and conlusions top of which are: that
samra in his criticism to both Arabic and western literatures was in general close to

both historical and impressionist method though he declared that he believed in the
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integral method. The study concluded that he in his critical studies tended to clarity
and avoided complexity and ambiguity, and that his study in the west and tracing the
western literature, and working for Al-Arabi magazine as a eritic for books in the
month- book corner, were the main factors that helped forming his critical vision; the
study reuealed as well that the Samra wasn’t adopting same line in his critical study,
as he sometimes was concerned about exploring the aesthetical and artistic aspects of

the man - of - letters in his literary works.

While he sometimes was concerned about aspects unrelated to artistic criticism of
the man - of - letters or his literary work. Al- Samra views the literary criticism as a

mix of art and science though art is prevailing by him.

This study comprised of introduction, preface and three chapters, and ended with

a set of conclusions and recommendation.

The first chapter tackled dealt with the factors that effected his critical view
points, the second one the efforts of Al-samra in his criticism to ancient literature,

while the third one handles his criticism to modern literature.
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