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Abstract
Methods of Studying Arabic Novel in Saudi Arabia

Aysha Salem Al-Ateeq
Mu'tah University, 2010

In the last tow decades of the 20" century, the Saudi novel came to the
fore dramatically whether on the quantitvae or narrative levels.

There was an agreement among critics that the history of the
beginning of the Saudi novel went back to the year of 1930 when the "two
twins" novel for Ihsan Abdel Qaddous Al- Ansaree was issued. This meant
that it the first novel to appear in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Therefore,
we can say it was the first novel in the Arabian Peninsula as a whole. On
the other hand, the critics of the local novel agree that the novel "the Price
of Sacrifice" in (1959) for Hamed Al- Damanhouri represents the artistic
maturity stage for the local novel.

The critical works noticed the recognition of a number of Saudi
narrators for the social changes and the necessity for expressing them and
observing the changes which led to them. Thus they wrote a collection of
novels, through them they pictured the Saudi society, its problems and its
various levels and various environments in a factual alert sense. In fact,
they tried to picture precisely the most important social issues that belong
to the Saudi society, specifically woman.

Among the most important approaches that critics relied on was the
cultural approach whose techniques have been derived from the Islamic
approach and the habits and customs. But the most important subject that
occupied the culture critics, minds was the culture of masculinity and the
parental power against woman.

Concerning the stylistic studies, they hold a distinguished place in the
modern critical studies where the critics confined their methodical studies
for the Arabic Saudi novel in three stylistic approaches: the expressive or
traditional approach, the statically approach and philogical circle.
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