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Abstract
Strangeness in the Ancient Arabic Criticism

By:
Shaled Ahined Naji Obeidat

Supervised by:
Dr. Ziyad al-Zu bi

This thesis consisting of three chapters, address the question
of “strangeness” in the ancient Arabic criticism. The first
chapters highlights the concept of “strangeness” in the sense of
deviation from the norm(s), as viewed by linguists, rhetorician
and Muslims philosophers. In mean time, the chapter explicate
the relevance of “strangeness” to “poetics” as perceived by
Muslims philosophers on the one hand, and its relevance to
Jerjani s theory of “nazem” (lit. construction), on the other.

Chapter two has addressed three types of strangeness, that is,
strangeness in the world, strangencss in the structures and
strangeness 1n the meaning. Strangeness in the structures
figurative images and different grammatical structures
(forwarding ~ and postponing, deletion and brevity) as amain
source causing strangeness in the postic text(s) for they deviate
from the norms of every day use.

Last, chapter three discusses strangeness and the reception
theory,. bringing to the surface the relation between
“strangeness” and the “feelings”. In addition this chapter
investigate the sources of “feelings” and its impact(s) upon the
reader. The chapter furtherly goes on to consider the “reader”
and the “strange text” relation, and the conditions that have to be
met in the reader to create an effective reading.
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