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. Summary

This study deals with the guestion of classification with
critics in the past used to classify poets applying to them con-
temporary critical judgement. No research on the subject has be-
en undertaken so as it would give the authors of classification
in dependent treatment. The studies availablz on the subject are
mainly biographal pieces written about those who wrote on classi-

fication such as Ibn Sallam, Ibn Qutaibah and Ibn AL-Mu’'taz .

The study I am undertaking here begins with the carly works
on classification and extends over towards the end of the third

century H. as we find no tracc of this phenomenon afterwords .

I have divided my study into four chapters. Cahpter I of-
fers a linguistic, social and religious definition for the no-
tion of classification, and I hav come to the conclusion that
the term classification was first used in religious studies from
‘which literary critics borrowed their ewn terminology afterwards.
This chapter further explores the early achievements on the sub-

ject and the way those achievements werc viewed by critics .

Chapter II points out to the books which carry the title
Melassification' as they occur in the literary and historical

references particularly that of Ibn AL-Nadim's al-Fihrist.The

books I have found are ten in number out of which only three
survived: one by Ibn Sallam, another by Ibn-futaibah, and the
third ene is by Ibn al-Mu'taz. I have also found books about
classification but with no title as such. Examples on this is

Jamharat Ash'ar AL-Arab by Abu~Zaid AL-Qurashi, who classified

Arabic poems into seven categories taking into consideration

the ranks of contemporary well-known pocts. In this chapter 1
have identified two approaches which critics used for studying
classification: onc is what is called the "closed vertical clas-
gification" as we find in Ibn Sallam, who classified poets into
ranks which vary in value as they move downward in classifica-

tion. In each classification Ibn Sallam includes four poets cnly.
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The other approch is called the "open horizantal classification"
which was used by Ibn Qutaibah and Ibn al-Mu'taz. This flexible
approach to classification puts poets on equal basis as far as
the value of their work is concerned, yet it maintains a dif-
ferent classification among them based on the difference in the-

ir subject-matter .

The chapter is concluded by showing the critical value of
each book of those classification which evidently illuminate us
in connection with the literary scene of the time, from the car-

1y beginnings until the end of the third century H.

Chapter III presents the critical judgements which critics
used for classification, some of which are related to timg, en-
vironment, quality and quantity of poetry, the artifice of genres

of poetry, and the choice of certain subject-matter .

Chapter IV discusses the main critical issues which the aut
thors had involved themselves Wefore they startcd the process of
classifying poets; some of thesc issues include the autonomous
state of criticism and critic, the question of forgery ascription
in poetry, development of Arabic poetry, spontaneity and artifica-

lity in poetry, and motivation in poetry .
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