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Abstract

This article deals with the language universals through two approaches that
arose at around the same time: generativism and typology. The Universalist
view in each represents a reaction against the extreme relativism. Therefore,
they share the same central issue that seeks for the possible natural language.
However, the two approaches differ in deriving universals because of the
difference in epistemic hypotheses and scientific method. Typology posits that
the variation in human languages can be constrained and regulated in
generalizations that reconstruct the proto-language from which a number of
attested languages have descended by evolution. The generative theory posits |
however, the existence of innate mental abilities stored in the human brain.
This innateness hypothesis refers to "the poverty of the stimulus".
Accordingly, the generative approach is based on intra-linguistic comparison
since the linguistic structure is unified among human beings, which basically
makes of it a hypothetico-deductive theory. The typology approach, on the
other hand, is based on cross-linguistic comparison that looks at a large sample
of languages to discover universals, and thus is basically an inductive
approach. This is what will be demonstrated in this paper through empirical
data that might reveal a fruitful interaction between the two approaches.
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