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Abstract

This paper about “Biolinguistics and Cognitive
Science” aims at exploring the relationship between
biolinguistics and cognitive science, in general, and
between the minimalist program and certain
branches of cognitive science, in particular. To this
end, the paper begins with a historical survey of the
two disciplines and their most important aspects. It
then discusses the main differences between the
two by exploring a number of complex issues in
connection with cognitive linguistics, language
evolution, and the mind-brain dichotomy. Two
findings were reached: first, and contrary to the
prevailing view within Chomskyan linguistics, the
emergence of biolinguistics as a discipline has
preceded the rise of Chomsky himself in the field
of linguistics; secondly, there has been a state of
tension between Chomskyan linguistics and some
of the most prominent trends of cognitive science,
evolutionary linguistics, and the philosophy of
mind.

Keywords: Biolinguistics; Cognitive Science;
Minimalist Program; Language Evolution; mind-
brain dichotomy.
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Abstract

The application of Western linguistic theories on
Arabic is one of the most remarkable features of
contemporary contributions of modern linguists.
Among such linguists Ahmad Al-Mutawakkil who
applies the concepts and hypotheses of functional
grammar on aspects of Arabic language. With
pragmatics as a major component, Al-
Mutawakkil’s functional approach aims at looking
into communicative features of Arabic. More
specifically, the present paper discusses Al-
Mutawakkil’s approach to the study of the
“subject” function in Arabic. In this regard, as the
analysis reveals, Al-Mutawakkil combines aspects
of syntax, semantics, and pragmatics together with
the findings of ancient Arab Grammarians to
disclose interesting common grounds between the
classical and modern linguistic approaches, despite
some differences in terminology.
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Abstract

The last few decades have witnessed an aesthetic trend in the
Arabic Writing System and its well-known calligraphy arts, in
which it exploits features of other scripts such as the Latin
script. Though there is a great difference probably in every
aspect of the two scripts, this trend manipulates characteristics
of Latin and Arabic in which script features are blended. This
paper is an attempt to examine the early and recent
developments of this trend, look into its underlying motives,
and analyze its artistic and linguistic nature. It follows a
descriptive qualitative approach in which visual analysis is
used to observe details of orthographic items as well as
calligraphic features of the script, whether in paintings,
landscape, graffiti, or calligraffiti artworks. The results show
that this aesthetic and linguistic trend is solid, as it relies on
cultural factors, some of which are the increased sense of
culturalism, advances in technology and transports, migration,
and globalization. As a result, this trend is divided into three
sub-trends: Script Switching, Script Fusion, and Faux fonts. All
techniques used for the Arabic script to match Latin features
are proven to be culturally-induced and linguistically
informative more than being merely aesthetic components. The
results also indicate that this new phenomenon is probably still
in its early stages ans may witness further developments.

Keywords: lettering, Arabic script, Arabic calligraphy, Latin
script, script switching, script fusion, faux fonts.
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Abstract

The present paper is an attempt to compare the use
of punctuation marks in Arabic and English in
legislative drafting. Adopting a comparative
descriptive approach, it is based on a corpus of 105
Arabic and English legislative texts covering the
period between 2015-2020. The analysis sheds light
on the use of basic punctuation marks, both in
Arabic and English, showing the areas of agreement
and difference between the two languages in the use
of punctuation marks. The results show that the two
languages agree in the use of some punctuation
marks, differ in the use of others, with certain
punctuation marks specific to each language. The
results also show inconsistencies in the use of most
punctuation marks in Arabic legislative texts.

Keywords: legal drafting, regularity, punctuation
marks, Saudi regulations, legislative drafting.
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-ﬁ__‘éﬂl Sladle Q lgdzey eyl oyl ‘a..u?i (o 909 - é e SSiuas ‘¢MY| slias ‘3 ‘Q.ééj\“.n Lnb
¢ 1519 sl ¥y Cadolly Juosll adlge creat) LS LT 3 (Ao ginses S99y 409" Lels bl Coladlad Ly s
(12 4o "1912" 2013 (($5) "3¢ a0l £ LT 3 AadISTI (21,6819 Agguall ol

Augilall Ablualls clnidll aia 4

oulzma utsy oo Byl bl Alys (e Jaad G &zl L oS 808 dpnal ol L 3 6Ll A Jias
yladl Aadas¥l Aanlyey Aalai¥) ilegyad puamill pgasy deyarll dilely o) 3e0l Gulzmes 4lis <1536l
28920205 ) Aa) LS syl Apaluadl yols¥1 pand aelil fsall pusg ISy (Ldouad 71815
Wpa LS| G 1373 ple lll bl 2 dS Lelad oo dlaml (o LA (o spially Lsaasls 3 e
Eomdl f g gan A8Mall I3 Sk a9 .(2020 05 Ll Aia) 21414 sle Tpaidais Anty (AliTuce Al I3

Al § aizes izl s poaty Aigilall eluall lia

Lole Aulae” (2 Aeluall o Golilads (G109 ¢ Bauall Ling assl sl Lita cBauinin cilisyad Ausgilal) & Livally

AS59 "B ymag Aale Bucld Bygio @ Loalll Slgn¥l aluziwl I (e laduszdy Augilall 3,Sall dom Al

oSl e AUl lalin Gass Lesdyig cnlolSO slams) s g ) 2 lall (s dpeal S g9l
(2014 golidaiz) Asg5lall Buclall dipayans sl

Ayl 8alllg Og3lall § oliansg Basdl G939 ole STl Llae elo¥ Cnud Ll ol el Aea jnaisy
Uogias Opmily oz dopadl Aall (o osslall 2eball oS3 O polasy (2019, zanddl) i3 pcg
(2017 9 all) Lo o) Lalas Audg e

255 @I @Al oldley 28040l Lgalll aibasell Jazms Lple Joally Lpd Jlaill w bl LLaGH (o9
Wadell - 2l ol -85l oo AST Jloattao) OF " peatll ld" Bgule dronan Lo BSya e Loy « igslall paidl 3
¥ &l Apan, il onileally 3laz b dusls ((2012.0Ld1) gall § Lgys cllia ol eldasl Jaay Lald 2ugilall
sy YA (Cnllains) cnalise ool alusiwl of Aalise oYL, 2usils dlaal alasiel Led Jud
Aalisa of B> ga Bygemy Aigan yalshs Jleaiwl syl Lliag (2019, quelll)

el aldle 5

229 O Lpayady Lasdas (e Joss coyall 3 @8l Sldle (ups oo JBloT 000 g9 (Ll (§5 el sy
& AasBra 390y ol Diguall 3 Auols il ) Al t65lally aeluddl o (o @l @elll calis § bl oldle
AVl a9 cilodle cuaisg el sda ool cBelyall gl g lawdl (e oty @) Jugead L vz 2,1
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The Chicago Guide t0) sudilly c¥learudly delgall 92lCa Juds @ (55le) g 1do Jiess
eashd QUS4 dagy Lade (5L USSRV ol ,S4 cu> (Grammar, Usage, and Punctuation
[(Garner, 2016) 431y 7o o) LS 31825 3 pramso S Bubo 3] oy« guas e Ldbg &yl
Folad (xS) ks ids <(Kane, 2000) Aeell alailly suelgall CoaSAIL 2y 48Me &ld cledlall sdag
it Alin puasll a3 (Alold) Jl Axlxll da 159 cLaslses @bl cladle 2LST e sl i,
Upolall dxl> cllia Ja :dte 3las Jlsu urly S8udisgag Aualas Bl ol «dae ST ol (ol oSS
a3 clodlall asy (g «olas| 5o Le Loy a3¥ 5 Lo Las @ud Al wldle ol (13;L2) 59 -(Kane, 2000) L
(Garner, 2013) g, @lylals Ldag «pann Luany Joiu

sy (yall BUSI 35 «iyi¥l andl § Bpbls cilS Wb lasy=y § Hestd @il Silodles
o bl el Led eI shalls ol @l il wldle of Gsall ,Sisg «(Wydick, 2005) eaney ¢slegyll
(1977 Gigall) umlsil (o iyl ims Loy ] 109 4 bicls Buym ) il gmil) 435,50 3 e
(dazill) cU3 g cnlbglazll § @Al clodle jan Isleaiul cyall of dd y(bs (e lall dalyanul 39
b @8 Al ldlay Bslas ASYI Agull o olall o J) sLaly selatdl 3 cdst @1 Lo LS s T wldle
Ot Jiaall 551 JE 81 ladlat Wloatol « oyl aal Il SN (niyall @ (Aaguall dieud (any § dzs
(Bile Lo Lalady 8y5109 (B yin 8,515 13,81l JISCAT A3 Cayg e ASLAS) ALy (3 2U0So Ap3lmall ozl
Log eslun¥lg adoll Llag, duyall clale (o S Lilazal Cllia ol Laxlig (1977 Gigall) ks laze Ly31ag
L 1l gor mlodle (o ad| 7 Lis a8

LUSY 1931 ppazr B Lags (P9 Adgilall Leluall § dadl jalslall (oo @il ldle Jleatul dady
IS ales e e Lt Slad 9l oS § Jsa5 ¢ AST ol Alar e Bylee Lao US” mudll clodlad (L JSLT
of gauall 659 .(2007:39L8) Lauage s @ Ldloataoly (Lo Lalsdl ASS a6f J) Ul 89L3 ada "dagdy
Lot S (2015, Lasall) @bl clodlad muall Jleazaodly oo 1950 18 Lagdy 2sgilall 5uclall zging
Jleaial Led Jay of gl dgilall 2ulsTl B1,e¥l colS udy ((2019: F95,L)) Jaalll clulaall ) 055
(LW 2839 485 (40 4aa=T WL (2019 paddl) Liw cdiad ol LeSI P800 ladle

Ol slaned cl3g fage ne ol dueslall LS 3 @il clodle Jlariud o cappmlasyl U1 G
1silal) Logaidll culS Jidy eyl cladle cpo uds Bleadly LSl (pe 50 OF ey ol o BL2ET
Sladily ealadlly Sy 28yall § 5l ¥t aag @bl lodle o AL 4cd of LI dopuall
sl § Sdsl Lo dlpd @il Slodle Aat all s (ogiaidl ells o 1y cead Al Slodle Jlonil
.(Haigh, 2009) LJ| Jg=xlls

G Gl ] a3y« oland! BUS 3 @il clodle Jloatal Jy> Jusdl e S Slia oIS b

o (Al cldle e AL iy Layad S laadl of JI B covad) syasg (Lol s ol add a3
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aldle Jleaial 51,3) oo @il ey Hsiwadl 198 cpdll pe (sl poledl (o clodlall ells cagsl
gl Baly) o 10y Lol @Sty O Seme ¥ aladladl clls o e cdas sileddl e 13use o8 8l
G- il Slodle @Sts gl 355 0 el (o Jl (6l 3o W' 1 uluuSE 235 § 1 e Sl 18y (Audian]l
ol ¥) .(Butt and Castle, 2012) OsudSuds 2¥9 3 U3 Jiey "L § dpan, il Al A e - O3l8 o
e Aot Lums gall ) Jsaosll @ Gyladl S (s x> el clodle 5Lae¥l § dsls wSlll pany
e Blasl el of o lay Cuuzdl juaall 3o .(Brossard, 1950) adxll goadl dade fald clodlall
L, 4l Sigmd) udzma Gy g o653 LS #1551 8 LeS Zpolae¥) Liayguay @bl lodle Jloaiul
& (momsad!) Llleaia! e B calize, ¥ Ban, i) Aelall § b0l clodle Jleaiul of 2lladd! BgSlay

.(Brossard, 1950) Lal g Lo

Jalat, alal) Aem gl (s oSy il ldle (o sliny (Caads) (0,43 (s sy ¥ il s ylisg
(Brossard, 1950) 13.ag s Yloatal coums Llloazly (e luall § LLoaiul

ans 4101 e Losall 3 oAl clodle .6
(:) olawd I likhaid) 1.6

Loy 3lane kol (isla (L L ol s @29 Oledly sl @h.a_;ji A8l mas il e Oleawdy
sebasg ol of (Jsaill of «Jsall MSII L3 s . (Legislative Research Council, 2020) 4; aieg (L
Y gl e 2gilall 2eloall § Ldloazul

3 ilagyal) Lalas¥l pram 3 LS " ¥ Bt ololl ald)] S3am e b -

Aeeyall cglially Slsll way ausgr ¥ A0 A 4T owilgall 3 il Al 3 O
Jls @Al Sldle (e 1515 09STs claday Adle Lﬁi o0 ¥ s cobad,y olilags

201. Shorttitle
This chapter may be cited as the “Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938
uad Olgie 201 das
“1938 Jadsladl Jaadl pulan (958" ols 4] Hlig 08 Jiasll i
Ayl s Ayl EINESN] e G 29 LoS cdayad oL Laalll vay clasynddl Boke d -
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Ludemi¥ly Byl o 5yl sen, 400 Al 3 B Al Slodle (il a3l
Gl Jariud ¥ clasyadll 5,48 3 4S5 ,e¥) (nilsall Leluo oof damly A=l 4301 3 O
() bods L a9 Lasly cdyatlly dd5all Al o sl ool 1 cpalagid)
" ale aludly (Slolecy (LS ie Aaslmll 058" 1l tdsludly delsily s @idl oy Jiaall -

Sled! pasbess " el Jlie s of Besl8 Jos ol cdlinn Lo eaintd piyas sl DISH ny -
(ool Gl olarll abogll wall edais) syl

Byiolll) 35383 of zmdsd of AaSld o)y dgetll § elld ie Joatuy 2l 230l 9 O
(2007 (oyLelidlg cxadl!

The court applied the following four factors to the facts atissue: .. (2013 a@)
gl @lasd! e LU ¥ Jolgadl LaSall s Az Ul

o lape 3 Lae piladl gall 33lsy Jlaatul sag gyl 2alai¥ll § 13,0 cprhasill ols Jleaial sipg
2SI ¢ g

SLelS day g5 o g (e 31y 2pded Asladl Adhholl 515kl ae Jolanll allas) I3 e (sdEuns
(el 8olll) : 3 LS Olical,y olidass dis (s1gll)

18,540
\ N ~
Lol asledi
c\kll Slaat
o e Lelamy T30 L350 sl oo Jralasll (i ) (LB Hin tge
ol Lo I Al Bugy ibls Slaslas

coling Bslte U 1ol 068 U3 3 ol T sles¥l $5am Yo aL¥1 (e g ys Jtey Jloatul g
3ylskl e Jalarll allss ddy gl (RuagSinll cliily ludlill allss) e saase lda oY (Lol § L]
Lo i) il 1 oaaladill o e Lslie Laghss slokl ausg 3 . dudlysll
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2 8)940

:i;.l&.ﬂ M
ri.ﬁ.ﬂt Maaf
riplthl 3alod

S9dma bygsa>g (53] Aalai¥l e At lall Aas b § S 8us | 90 92 dlgall fuglic ang ol dasHle e
Alyod) e Rala1 3105

(c) ML&-”.Z.G

P9 «(Garner, 2016) (saall) g (33,Lall) (ool LeS L 8s § Loylas Le¥ cuyaall a3 gl o (Ag-adl) (s
Loy 12 Mk oS g6l o (@ISl a8 LBl ga 00580 O dlaslis Jazg (Lal (5,83 LS« aBldl asyll
3 ols (Bl oldle ot (e Fleatul ASYI 2y (Suthers and Roberts, 2005) das (uaitdl cyunces ¥
Leo o lall Jloare calalonsl cIlid o is UiS FISa] ASYI Lol a5 (1999 cra) Apmsy &l 22 Lall
zoiall g2 uuzdl sli¥lg ((Open) zorall gagled Jall ;5¥1g (Closed) 3lalls 8,9 Lo ASG gl ol ¥

(2013.53)

Aggilall 2l 3 Lleaa! iy

ouyaall 3 ea,S3 50l " ke :(Suthers & Roberts, 2005) oy e Luany sl o il -
(claslal allss) "(9 . 8)

bl e gaSl plidl 3 Al o Juadl) Aalall Jearad 08 k¥l 5l 3 O
JLZA awb ‘4‘9,.«..” ) Upls ba}liz.p sa.lu-‘aj__»-)ﬁj& Zt.b&fil\

- Your memo of April 4, 2013 has been very helpful (Garner, 2013).
Al 8uuae 2013 4 syl § 45l el Sie oS idan ANl -

| (2015‘9544_11) g o Gy g Lehle jiads o> Adghall wlsyall o Jyaall -

eyl 3 O
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Il cliglaas iy Los cdludin Jiay 08 Loy ey Lae Jo¥1 6o Lea¥ oy Jumall @
the defendants, the third-party defendants, and the counter defendants (Garner, 2013).
Slall pele (galls « mele sall el 3l (ple ) e Al

By Ao lall ] ALSYL Legs puoss duopall Ll § dile Bolaally Caglaall o 9 MY L lasg
(And) calaall Cyo 5 E cslighaall (5T Y] syl Aalll § calaall (8o (a glinig (o1sd]) calaall
(or gand) calaall 3> 8 dliolall Ladle A8Ls) s ST Jad dpnn, )l Ak Lall Aol 5S35 Lo 59
ol wlablaill o (and) calae by eIl 05 oo (ST Adlaall Jazelly SledSl (e aluds sly) Sl 3
(2013 . 53) (Polysyndeton), Ll s.ia <8 yaig L avg5 ¥ o lall

ol edaas oudl LK 13 cnabolaill o Aliolall ausss Yl Jleaiadly 2elopall Jds 4o sy bayls cllag

(Garner, 2002) Laas caiisl cnilos

gl pie s e tidy" i le tglgll calaall 8 yomy A8gkaally sloatll § dakl Aaii, Ll Jodl (o Jumall -
‘3 359 Lag éﬁ\}ﬁ Sl s o9 (ZU_ﬁ.Jl ‘aUa_') "...42\.7_}5_“ BLY-BEpgv .L'z]b > 4 _é__/,é_"zﬂb
oAl Slodle e Cruaalll as

=¥l § O
idte cdasy Il sl e B1aT Lo 6519 alan (s sl @
and, but, or, for, nor, yet and so (Research and Legislation, n.d.).
"3 e Bled! pats; o Lo dbpe US alel Amosll Gilall L iAS ol e 20U cntler 0 -
(J19a¥l Jaut Al alLas)

ety Mas Joms Aoz of (AShural Al 0S5 W8 contler o byl 3l 3 O
HURINES

The Court declined the appeal, but the Governor is considering clemency (Garner, 2013).

AT oy @Sl (ST Bl AaSoel) conndy e Ul
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S e sl ol eylisdl” i lie sBouzll of camsssll of cAlazedl (§ Zemall whladl of @l o -
() pllas) " Ladgg cdholimis | coucny S (Rl g Uaal 2ol
v dael 33 1 dasoly 21 48,81 (nd g1 bl of iy a1 BLag of ol Jl> 3" :elliS -
(Al S, allas) " aS, a0 5o ¥ (Lol
A=l aalll 3 O
"The complainant, a local homeowner, has contacted police nine times."” (Services, 2015)
Sl e e Al il Juasl ¢ drma S comlio 5801 mlin” ez Al

o Ll Jds Sy L Loy Iolisy) l3 Ao 00685 G (Bl i @ Aa il g sporons
L) A1 e s o s ) el e ¥ (1 sy L Lo s 301 ol o 3yanll o Y
:Jlie < Aasle Ao lall Lpd 0055 Y Lole

A resident who is totally and permanently disabled may purchase a basic recreational
fishing license for a fee of two dollars and fifty cents.

B Oguasg 0195 858 eany ilie Aaobial Al 5 o Ayasy 51, 4l 39, Laslog L Blall e U
Ly W Lol Uyl 35001 Alazedl 0580 (amy Loguanay cnilaedl Jlasl @ s ol 0555 w39
1@ LS alioliy L L o L i tly (ols M8 Ly Lo (e 1343 (0,05 Y (&) Allazed] Lo

Every person, regardless of sex, shall be secure in his person, property, communications,
houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches, seizures, or invasions of privacy
(Wydick, 2005).
43ly9l calilin a5V las) (l8lian cdyaied § Ual 058G Oof s el (e Sl (aiy cpasd S e Al
21.1,44‘9.44_2}\ s AR 5i ce | 3i ‘ui..l'.Lé_Ln e ZLI..LAt.U e aldeatll alag (R9
8y9y29 ¢ (Wydle, 2005) saall g sl Azl oo ép.n.ﬂ‘ a._A..AAi d! PR uax) gxidy
1elyall Jleniwly wslul Jds Hdzss «(Suthers and Roberts, 2005) Logs duolall szl Jleazw!
o lall il A2 Jlenidl o fomaagll (v &4l 3 3lasyl e (Drafting Style and Usage Manual)
iedliag o gall 3 adS Il a5 48

"The tax on milk that was initially levied in 1946 is hereby suspended.

9% Alisaniyat Al Arabiyah

dagpulleyloLdll



108
sl A yall o ylae Han, 00 Aol @ @B Slodle (il 3l

AND

The tax on milk, which was initially levied in 1946, is hereby suspended"

Laglal] 631946 ale lunl Lagyae <SG cadsdl e Loyl das il

Laglal] @3 1946 ale Zlan) An9,he cilS @1 cqalndl e 2oyl

Ol @all 0sSsg (Busie dlex " that was initially levied in 1946" Luég calolall o ddlal dlexdl GG
o lall 2odle padgn olaT uas Al alazedl Lol Laglad] 03125051946 ale 3 cusyd Al Codadl e 2]l
ol g o Aol no 05 (8L laslas s Lasly cleled W Butsiie aet) 2l lacell (5 Lod

.(Suthers and Roberts, 2005) Lglax) )b oo Jlasdl (any cosli a3

obans| o S Al pllaal 2absll S e 6 9" il Ad)lad! Aes) sty gt -
() pllss) "wl ol sauzes W Ladgg
L 2 aesdl e dezad @l Ao lad¥) Azl wmy Aolall b ws eyl Gl 9 -
:Jle (Services, 2015)
If the surveyor of either parish fails to attend at the time and place fixed, the other surveyor

shall wait two days, and if the first does not arrive within that time, he shall proceed with
the running and marking of the boundary line.

@I 1319 conage slatiy y3¥ 7Ll o8 cpaasll Oy sl § Sled ¥l (o 6l 7l iy @1 13] eI
Sgdadl las e cilodle aun99 Juidd 3 bud qall dele Comyd ccdgll 13 IS Jo¥1 iy

0SS o Laudg pus Jiady Bled! da @ 55 08 &) Aiolall o deluall Jleatuwly coslusl Juds duasg
(Garner, 2013) &S uas o0 J8T 2o Lad¥| 2ozl

iJle «glude Sy oty Bgimge e ssad @l wlaall o -
- areserved, cautious person. (Research and Legislation, n.d.)
ol Jad=ie (e d des il
Ao lall Adlay 4SS Vg calae by Lo uady (el 22l
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Dl dusly e § ol (ailes o0 -

- The United States is a common-law country, and its judges are common- law judge
(Services, 2015).

aladl-0gilall BLas ea Lpliady aladl-gilall al susall wl¥sll sam Al

& s 31 Ll osenill 3 Huigilall Aas, 0l A2liall 3 15,0na el 050 o c¥learadl sida anss
(S bl allas e Jo¥1 3oL

" Badail) sl a9 Lol asuyg slaa el 95 sy el Al Ll ilaa el (954 ulma "
(PSRN AU [ P

" Lellag Lylaly Leaps ST Ll e 2505015 cAnalaed) BaSgomy Bumziell Alalaadl teliadl ulms”

dglaall Jozdl o Aiolall pinge g9l SLll (1001 5855 a0 Jaatad @y (S JUL] § Aolall culeazald

Leboss of Loy of J1gadl Jas e byl lamdl: Jaamll sl 19 LS cajlon pe Yloatl Jantud udg
(1‘: cd‘jﬁy‘ Jact A=818% ‘aUc.') R PATSRW | t@gﬁi eLQS.;).':-_?ji Lpd 8 ]l ji

ilayanll 8,88 §8a,kall e ¥ leazudl (a9

1Jga>
pliadll - Jutl -
sl Ju allss = bl patas e dlge S alel 2mgnsll -
(-) dazid).3.6
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Suthers and Roberts, ) Glyely sas Laday Lee aazudl desdl 151 § ausgtd caldl cadell e Joatud
Al A pall cualll 3 Yleata! LajiSTs colodlall ausl 2 .(2005

lliSy (sl Aalall dn ) @adais) " e Lol sy ALl 51 (lSa ol " 8ol pai sl aie -
(Services, 2015) anl=i¥l aall 3 Yl

Jle gt J) dewall slgll olyad elml e -
ol e Jols pasd il zpall”
(A allss) "o pas
e Bolll Tag il olg claday Loy L3 28Me ¥ Al dlar S 518 -

iy 4l of udzll sy oed oron JBYI e sliac¥l el Hoian gl Angal byiiy”
A Sgao ) il g Slguadl Golud wieg (JBYI e (sl Slgual alely ol 3l
"ol plaiz | puams eis palaedl Glealy dslirel Jumad (ayaall siaally g Lol sy

(A8 gzl o glally 4o Lucald dalall 25, JI)

(Garner, 2002)‘41_3,);}!\ o ol [(Garner, 2002) l,aall Jof Jolaadl 3 ‘al_ijzll NEYPREVPAES) (VNI B
BalLl Lﬂjmﬁjjgmmmw&é){;ﬁkbﬂvmji

(2) dogail| Alolall.4.6

dae ez oS csSiudl i65all of @Saall punmy > (05859 « SIS CaBglly Absgaill dlolall (§5 e by
Ll @ b saill alolall Ao datel pias &ygazs Aoall ulzmas o, i) @ud (31 5599 .(2013(S5) (uwdid]!
o2yl 98 Bl als IS e gazma (o callty gl oz O 1 (63 s Lol | il (s 0985

(Rose, 2017) Lew Jalsld G L Jalsd) ity Jozedl o (ueiitll 355 Lo

e ady gue @ obeall 3" 1l (Ll e Sigus 3 cadly Wiall S5 (@ el ot Jiaall -
(Wgaill 15l Byazdl Lo pllas) "aliill slagld Blas tLeagaas e 3an, of «puds Liless

Wleadl e Glaal of Glaall e deall de oy "l daglad) Aozl oo Ayl 3axd -
(Wsaill JIge¥l Gsantl Gloss allas) "Lole a5L1 Goazl (o laplas
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Alemi¥l A yall o lae A, A0 Aeliall § Al cldle il o3l
L @ of Al A ¥ o 6 Auylan o (¥ Sommy ¥ 1 Jle ooyt 3am3 (e wldl sl -

(i) allas) " a3 of et (e Jgsazedl oy ¥ ¢ G LS

"l sauzes W ladg cllzg ¢ oy ol mopat (e dgumsdl day Y1 e cotiuig dlid Lo usings =
(Al pllas)

Led Jonias dalasl lag LS Jaarud of (illhs dbgaill Alslall Lpd Joaiad ¥ dalas¥l (any dls gl
Al allas 3 LS dslaraly

semi-) padill ek adle 955 A8y Ayl iUl § (Abgaill Ao lall) Ladlall s urgs ¥ ol o9
Do 3Ty Lolall a Jolol 385 ) 045 Ll oy <iogaall ALolall e )5 Aidlsss (diad (colon)
Apalasyl) a1 3 JLearad) 538 2 (ROSE, 2017) abass

(- -) oliusl e olids 241,56

oo 201 oo Lag cgall 3 sl Al 401 ny Loy L6801 by 1 (15 Lo Jumted sl Ae¥ ) Jooe! Lo pungs

BSalll (R 552
A4S @b\;l\ L,g Jeriudg

ealais) " AU cloliansVy il lls alall - ddlual Guazs Jow § - 30l :(Jls el -

ais) "3, L1s claloedly (ol §- Al s - Ryl i) 3810 Litisy" i Jlbo b 23LY -

B 30 LaS, Ao Ll it ayLin 781" 5.l (e (il Bgyally yadl) ) daladl Auls,

s3saadl 3L wlais) "BoUl Aallasdl cls o1 JLeSaad Le adylly -aaall Slad) ae Basdalls-
CHINERILY

- dall sl 31" Il sty ‘:\.BJJ‘ ‘3 39 Bslw ,qs} 31 sale I Mji 4ls Byl Lo Logd s

a1y 1" (gl L) " laidl cpn (SN Zaelall) 5L (0 (2) 88401 & Lle ogumil

A1) " 53L50l) el ool (o -pllasll s (letlly Zaalall) 5obel) Loy - 35Sa Anls dunan
(8,200
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(48t 3o LasT gagaud! 35,1
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This Part may be referred to as the "Housing Authorities Law" (2013 .S5) .
MO illales (93L8" aanly ¢ 3l T ) HLdy 0 tden AUl
:Jie «(may be cited as) g (to be known as) (s 8suze SlalS 5 a1 cculByall of ciliaaud) po Josiad ady
This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Service Contracts Act (2012 Ll zé)
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(3) "Certificate” means the document issued as written evidence of the benefit contract.

(2013 ..55)
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Drafting Style) (a3 A, 4l deluall 3 a8 Y1 4LS &)lan 3 alisldpl=l 22l 3 O
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Lols «(Legislative Research Council , 2020) Lo al8¥1 ayos5 dunlasyl 22l 3 O
((Garner, 2013) Jlis (Research and Legislation, n.d.) l,aally slsll Cagyog al8)i

Alawyer who is not competent to handle a particular legal problem has three options: (1) decline to

accept the client or withdraw from representing the client;

9 deeadl Joud (a8 (1) :ohles AW Lyns 4sils 14w po Jolaall Jasll a2 alzll alel tdem Al
AR "QAA_’MY‘

Jodl el Jls (4 il plasas e'aggi ) Bl §3yls pllosan dao i gs bo Lo puogs -
pllasll) "3 Ay A lanadly el oy Juatdl Jiaadl cusg (2g3W) 298stl cuse cpla!
Dylezell (05518) pllas § Lple (oguaill S [FEPEISYCONY phadl dad sy 9 (ol (el
(8Ll 2asall A ys allas) "ol
e ccalpe iz mllaal eLas] of Bly Jies G1 olelSIl o g Anlomidl 25001 3
A person ("the seller") who sells fuel to a ... (Rose, 2017).
el 35860 s ! (L) pakeds e
iJlie clin 3l pllagal Glog Klyazal 05Ss 13 o

(5) objected to, or refused to participate in, any activity, policy, practice, or assigned task
that the employee (or other such person) reasonably believed to be in violation of any
provision of this title (or amendment), or any order, rule, regulation, standard, or ban under
this title (or amendment).®
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...offers employees enrollment in 1 or more health benefits plans shall automatically enroll
new full-time employees in one of the plans offered (subject to any waiting period
authorized by law) and to continue the enrollment of current employees in a health benefits
plan offered through the employer.®
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The square of the length of the hypotenuse equals the sum of the squares of the lengths of

the other two sides (c2 = a2 + b2) (Research and Legislation, n.d.).
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Sterling manufactures and sells prescription drugs and over-the-counter ("OTC")
medicines (Garner, 2013).
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The 11/7/2000 election would not be "over" for another month
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(ii) who—
(1) holds a public elective office of that State, political subdivision, or agency,
(11) is selected by the holder of such an office to be a member of his personal staff, ”
— oo (@ dea Al
AEI 51« ool @aedll 2ol sl Ll ale Umie Jada (1)
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The elements of defamation include a defamatory statement concerning another;
publication to a third party; and fault amounting to at least negligence (Suthers & Roberts,
2005).
Jlea¥! o> ) duay lasg ;b cayls J) il s 5l slasy Lagd G Gl Bl uolic Jadidy :daz Ul
JEY e
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The brief contained well-developed policy arguments (Suthers & Roberts, 2005).
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Abstract

This paper entitled “Semantic and morphological
features of (Covid-19) keywords” is to show the
semantic development that occurred in Arabic
following (Covid-19) and the way the language has
adapted as the pandemic evolved. Using corpus
linguistics tools, the study attempts to extract
(Covid-19) keywords from articles published in the
daily newspaper Al-Riyadh in the period (2019-
2020). The study shows - after a semantic and
morphological analysis of 1000 keywords (single
and 2-grams) related to (Covid-19) - that the
language resorts to: borrowing, derivation, and
synthesis to generate new words and expressions
for emerging meanings. It also shows that, as the
new words circulate in linguistic use, they lead to
the spread of new connotations which are in turn
subject to change.
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Abstract

A close scrutiny of Arabic dictionaries shows that most
of them do not explain the subtle shades of meanings
between synonyms and fail to distinguish between
distributional verbs and support verbs. With the
developments in  computer technology huge
computerized Arabic corpora are now available, which
makes it necessary to make good use of the data available
in the form of billions of words that need to be
contextualized, treated and retrieved. Such data and
modalities available in data banks will enable us to
specify the word occurrence frequency, their selection
restriction rules, define the nuances of synonyms, keep
track of their most frequent usages and fossilized usages
and, especially, distinguish between distributional and
support verbs. Results show that Arabic dictionaries do
not cite examples of frequently used occurrences, as
detected trough their frequency of occurrence in the data
banks, nor do they follow a clear methodology in
selecting their examples. Which leads to suggest the
need for a computational linguistic approach in the
construction of Arabic dictionaries for non-Arab
speakers of Arabic, and in revising current and ancient
dictionaries of Arabic.

Keywords: dictionaries, distributional verbs, support
verbs, corpora, proverbs.
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Abstract

The present study, entitled “Pragmatic theory
in a cognitive context: foundational concepts”,
attempts to look into some basic concepts of
pragmatic theory within a cognitive context. It
relies on the basic assumption that pragmatic
theory is a scientifically open topic that deals
with various issues: linguistic, cognitive,
perceptual, logical, social, and cultural.
Consequently, this study seeks to place
pragmatics within the framework of conceptual
studies, then answer the question about the
nature of its relationship with semantics. It also
tries to determine which aspects of pragmatic
theory fit into the assumption of meaning as a
mental project.

Keywords: cognitive pragmatics, relevance,
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Abstract

The present paper is a pragmatic study of the
(About-Us) page in e-commerce websites. It is an
attempt to show the importance of applying
language skills in the context of digital economy.
The corpus used consists of 13 randomly selected
commercial sites. Results show that the (About-Us)
page is a platform for attraction, persuasion and
influence that applies the various tools of linguistic
knowledge as an integral part of its commercial
work. (About-Us) administrators are endowed with
pragmatic competence that allows them to produce
linguistic structures that indicate awareness of the
rules of communication, inferences, and mental
processes  that control  production  and
interpretation. Results also show that contents of
the commercials are conceived in such a way as to
draw attention, arouse interest and temptation, and
promote the store’s eligibility for turnout. On the
other hand, websites that fail to produce the proper
adverts are those which lack such persuasive tools
and information control according to pragmatic
fundamentals.

Keywords: e-store websites - About-Us page -
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Abstract

Research has shown that discourse markers can
signpost  discourse-pragmatic  functions related
particularly to oral narratives. This paper has two
main aims: 1) to highlight the evaluative discourse-
pragmatic role of Arabic ya¢ni (literally, it means)
in a sample of Arabic oral narratives of personal
experience; and 2) to seek interpretations for the
recurrent use of yaSni in Arabic oral narratives of
personal experience, in general, and the evaluation
segment, in particular. A sample of four Arabic
audio-recorded oral narratives of personal
experience collected from four participants served
the data for the present study. Findings suggest: 1)
the frequent use of yaSni in the evaluation segment,
the orientation segment, and the complicating action
segment of the Labovian components, with the
majority of particular frequency of occurrence in the
evaluation segment; 2) variation of yaSni on the
speaker level, the functional discourse-pragmatic
level, the utterance-position level, and the evaluative
elements level; 3) the multiplicity of functions of the
discourse marker yaSni. Findings of the current
study have a number of intellectual, theoretical, and
practical implications related primarily to pragmatic
markers and narratives of personal experience
coming from Arabic perspectives.

Keywords: Discourse markers; Arabic; yaSni; oral
narratives; evaluation; evaluative function.
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1. Introduction

Discourse markers (henceforth, DMs) are polyfunctional interactional devices that could
organize the temporal sequence, facilitate the transmission of emotional load, and frame
the episodes of our oral interactions (Furkd, 2020; Gonzélez, 2004; Heine et al., 2021,
Lenk, 1998; Schiffrin, 1987, 2001; Van Olmen & Sinkiiniené, 2021). By investigating DMs
within the narrative genre of personal experience, research shows that these linguistic items
are not arbitrarily used; rather, they are employed to achieve context-specific and genre-
specific functions related particularly to oral narratives (Gonzélez, 2004). Interestingly,
some DMs are seen to have a considerable frequency of occurrence and variation in oral
narratives that is lacking in other discourse settings (Gonzélez, 2004); additionally, their
discourse-pragmatic role and their frequency of occurrence are varied across the elements
of narrative structure proposed by Labov and Waltzky (1967; 1997) and Labov (1972).

Concentrating specifically on narratives of personal experience in the Jazani variety of
Arabic?, this paper has two main aims: first, to show the evaluative discourse-pragmatic
role of Arabic ya¢ni (literally, it means) in a sample of Arabic oral narratives of personal
experience. Second, this paper seeks interpretations for the recurrent use of ya¢ni in Arabic
oral narratives of personal experience, in general, and the evaluation segment, in particular.
To do so, the study is designed to investigate the frequency of occurrence of yaSni with
respect to the structural elements of narratives of personal experience posited by Labov
and Waltzky (1967) and Labov (1972): abstract, orientation, complicating action,
evaluation, resolution, and coda. Revealing the distribution of yaSni with respect to the
structural elements of narratives of personal experience is one indication of the evaluative
discourse-pragmatic role of yaSni in Arabic narratives of personal experience. The second
piece of evidence for the evaluative discourse-pragmatic role of yaSni comes from the local
discourse-pragmatic relations it creates between the adjacent lines, utterances, ideas,
events, and/or propositions in the evaluation segment. Additionally, structuring the
evaluation segment on the global level of discourse-pragmatic relations, serving mostly as
a boundary marker to the evaluation segment, is the third indicative evidence of the
evaluative discourse-pragmatic role of yaSni in Arabic narratives of personal experience.
The data for this study came from four audio-recorded narratives taken from semi-
structured interviews | conducted with four participants.

This study ultimately aims at contributing new views to the literature of DMs;
moreover, findings of the current study add substantial knowledge to the existing literature
of Arabic DMs, particularly in the narrative genre of personal experience. The study also
elaborates on a narrative genre that is generally overlooked by Arabic scholars interested
in oral arts, narratives of personal experience.
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This paper has the following organization: Because of the discourse-pragmatic nature
of ya¢ni, section 2 provides a theoretical background which sets up narratives of personal
experience and DMs as the major themes of this paper. Section 3 details the methods and
procedures | followed for conducting the study. Section 4 introduces the findings of my
study; the same section also discusses the evaluative discourse-pragmatic role of yaSni in
my corpus. Section 5 is a conclusion.

2. Theoretical background

2.1. Defining narratives of personal experience

The current study is primarily informed by the framework and the definitions of narrative
of personal experience posited by Labov and Waletzky (1967; 1997) and Labov (1972).
Labov (1972) defined narrative as “one method of recapitulating past experience by
matching a verbal sequence of clauses to the sequence of events which actually occurred”
(p.359). Labov (1972) also added that narratives should be “characteristically ordered in
temporal sequence” (p.360). Commenting on Labov’s definition of narrative, Norrick
(2000, p.39) stated that “defining narrative in terms of sequentiality is intuitively plausible,
because a sequencing of reported events seems to underlie our ability to recognize causal
connections and to summarize the action of the gist of a story.” Worth (2008) also defined
narrative as “the representation of an event or sequence of events. It is closely tied to
description, but it goes beyond description. Narratives also have a unified subject and some
relatively easily understood temporal structure” (p.43). What these definitions have in
common is the view that what constitutes narrative is the representation of a temporally
ordered series or a temporally structured sequence of events (Gonzalez, 2004; Herman,
2009; Horsdal, 2012; Norrick, 2000; Toolan, 2001).

Labov and Waletzky (1967; 1997) and Labov (1972) posited six elements which
significantly contribute to the formation of the structure of a fully-formed American
English narrative. According to Labov and Waletzky (1967; 1997) and Labov (1972), a
narrative can have the following structural elements: abstract, orientation, complicating
action, evaluation, resolution, and coda. For briefly demonstrating these structural
elements, | now turn to discuss each category briefly.

In a nutshell, Labov (1972, p.370) considers answers for the following questions to be
the basis of the narrative:

Abstract: What was the story about?

Orientation: What happened first? When, where, and to whom did it happen?
Complicating action: What happened next, and what happened after that?
Evaluation: So what? How or why is this worth listening to?

o0 o
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e. Result: What finally happened?

The coda is excluded from the questions list since “it does not answer any question and
is not found with the same frequency as the rest of the narrative segments” (Gonzalez,
2004, p.34). According to Labov (1972, p. 370), “the coda puts off a question—it signals
those questions (c) and (d) are no longer relevant.”

After introducing the genre in which the study takes place, it is of great importance to
introduce the theoretical principles that guide my analysis of yaSni in this study, namely
theoretical principles related to DMs. Therefore, the following sections are devoted to
describing DMs and outline their most important and most researched and recurrent
features in the literature.

2.2 Defining discourse markers

Although the literature shows that these linguistic items challenge any attempt to accurately
define them, to group them under one lexical or grammatical category, or to appropriately
delineate their discourse-pragmatic functions, evidence coming from discourse coherence
models (Furkd, 2020; Lenk, 1998; Redeker, 1990, 2006; Shiffrin, 1987, 2001, 2006, 2015),
relevance-theoretic models (Blakemore, 2002; Jucker and Ziv, 1998), Fraser’s semantic-
pragmatic approach (Fraser, 1990, 1996, 1999, 2006) and historical approaches to DMs
(Brinton, 1996, 2017; Heine, 2013; Heine et al., 2021) suggest that there are some cross-
linguistic (probably universal) diagnostic features that mark out a DM: 1) non-truth
conditionality: DMs are void of lexical meaning and semantics and, therefore, do not add
any semantic meaning to the utterance. That is, DMs feature procedural meaning that is
instructive for interpreting and comprehending an utterance message; 2) syntactic
detachability: In sentential levels, DMs are seen as detachable linguistic units that are not
fused and fixed in the syntax of a sentence. Therefore, DMs can be seen as optional and
moveable on discourse level; and that the existence or removal of a DM does not affect the
truth condition or the (un)grammaticality of the proposition in the sentential level; 3)
connectivity: DMs connect adjacent utterances, ideas, and/or propositions creating
discourse-pragmatic relations on a local level. DMs can also function on a global discourse
level serving to organize higher units of talk; 4) position: DMs mostly occur in turn or
utterance-initial position (sometimes called initiality); yet, some DMs can occur in
utterance-medial position or utterance-final position to signal some specific discourse-
pragmatic functions; 5) multifunctionality: DMs are linguistic items that play a significant
discourse-pragmatic role to structure and organize spoken interaction on multilayered
levels, including: interpersonal level, referential level, structural (or textual) level, and
cognitive level; 6) indexicality: DMs index relations between preceding and following
utterances, index relations between speaker and their interactions roles, or even index
social information about the speakers and their linguistic backgrounds.7) prosody: DMs
are functionally and distributionally sensitive to their prosodic environments such as
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pauses, intonational patterns, stress, false starts, and overlapping; and 8)
mutigrammaticality: DMs are drawn from different lexical and grammatical categories
including conjunctions (e.g. and, but, or, because), adverbs (e.g. now, then), minor clauses
(e.g. I mean, you know), interjections (e.g. oh, gosh), and verbs (e.g. look, say, see).

2.2.1 Discourse markers in oral narratives

The reference to DMs in the genre of oral narrative of personal experience is not as new as
one might think. While explaining the syntax of narrative and syntactic patterns found in
the clausal framework of narratives, Labov (1972) classified a group of conjunctions under
the so-called group ‘the sentence adverbial’, including temporals: so, and, but, and then.
On his linear display of the basic syntax and the basic syntactic patterns of oral narratives
of personal experience, Labov reserved “occasional left-hand” positions for the above
identified temporals. To illustrate this, Labov (1972) claimed that conjunctions so, and,
but, and then occasionally occur in clause-initial position as the following examples show
(adopted from Labov 1972, p.377):

(9)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
w  Then a man came
X and grabbed me my shirt
bb so I turned around

The above are selected scripts from one of the narratives presented and analyzed in
Labov’s (1972) work which shows that slot number 1 is mainly reserved for temporals and
discourse particles such as so, and, and then. This also proves to be a major utterance
feature of the investigated DM in this project.

Following the syntactic features of oral personal narratives, Labov (1972, p.378)
claimed that “syntactic complexity is rare in narrative, it must have a marked effect when
it does occur.” According to Labov (1972), evaluative sections in the narratives are
frequently marked by “relatively minor syntactic elements” which could be grouped under
four major headings: intensifiers, comparators, correlatives and explications. Gonzéalez
(2004) proposed that the class of intensifiers (or Labov’s concept of ‘markers of intensity”)
is the most relevant and important and plays a major role within her study of pragmatic
markers in oral narratives of personal experience in English and Catalan. Following the
view of Gonzélez about pragmatic markers belonging to the class of Labov’s intensifiers,
she suggested that:
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Rather than placing them [i.e., intensifiers] within a syntactic framework,
they could be situated as a discourse semantico-pragmatic level, where
discourse mechanisms that sustain the pragmatic structure of the narrative
could fit. Following such a line of argument, the proposal made is that some
of the pragmatic markers found in narratives could be considered intensifiers,
thus evaluative elements used by the narrator to strengthen one or more
events taking place in the narrative. This proposal does not contemplate the
whole range of markers in narratives, since some of them are not placed in
the evaluative sections and, therefore, are not to be considered evaluative
elements (p.36).

Schiffrin’s Discourse Markers (1987) is another spectacular work which shows that
DMs have been previously touched upon within the genre of oral narratives. In Discourse
Markers, Schiffrin (1987) utilized the sociolinguistic interview through which she elicited
portions of oral narratives and portions of everyday conversational interactions, therefore
examining the functions of DMs within oral narratives in addition to investigating DMs in
everyday conversational settings.

A strand of sociolinguistic and discourse analytic research have expanded the
investigations of DMs to be specifically examined in oral narratives as generic texts. Such
research has enriched the literature about structural, rhetorical, characteristics of DMs
(Gonzalez, 2004; 2005; Norrick, 2001; Koike, 2001; Cuenca and Marin, 2009; Romano
and Cuenca, 2013). For instance, Norrick (2001) and Gonzalez (2004) claimed that DMs
have context-specific and genre-specific functions related mostly to oral narratives; these
functions are different from any other functions of the DMs employed in other discourse
contexts. In his study, Norrick (2001) investigated how the DMs well and but have special
functions in oral narratives, “and that their functions within the oral narrative context
follow neither from their usual meanings nor from their DM functions in other contexts”
(p.849). So, it is seen in the literature that well marks hesitation and self-correction, for
example. However, neither one of these functions are seen in the context of oral narratives.
But is also seen to signal contrast or function as a topic orientation marker in our everyday
casual speech. However, both DMs well and but are seen to have organizational and
structural functions in oral narratives in which they contribute to the overall organization
of the story being told (Norrick, 2001).

2.2.2 Discourse markers in Arabic narratives

The art of traditional narrative in the Arabia? is called “the salfah genre”. Sowayan
(1992, 1996) and Ingham (1993) are considered the pioneers who brought this genre to the
attention of the wider public. Sowayan (1992) describes the salfah as the “the Arabian oral
historical narrative,” which, as Ingham (1993) commented, defines it fairly accurately. The
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word salfah itself is taken from the root salaf in Standard Arabic which means ‘to go
before, to happen previously.” Also, it is associated with colloquial verb solaf which means
‘to speak.” The salfah (or plural suwalif) views narrations of events that are important to
an individual or a society through a historical and temporal lens. Looking for some of the
Arabian traditional narratives in the literature, I found out that “the salfah narrates
important events arising in the history of intertribal raiding, warfare, rivalry, personal
disputes, and the rise and fall of individual leaders, occurring mainly in the nineteenth and
twentieth century, but in some cases as far back as the seventeenth century” (Ingham, 1993,
p.6). Ingham (1993) provides a definition for the salfah genre that shares some features
with Labov’s (1972) definition of narrative. Ingham (1993, p. 12) points out that “the salfah
is basically linear, relating events chronologically as they occur in time.”

The literature of the Arabic narrative shows that several scholars (Ingham, 1993;
Rosenhouse, 1995, 2001; Sowayan, 1992, 1996) touched on a variety of linguistic features
employed in the salfah genre such as the use of the transferred second person, the ethic
dative, the use of demonstratives, the use of the presentative particles, the use of historic
present, and omission of expected items. Out of this list of six linguistic features, the use
of the so-called presentative particles (Ingham, 1993; Sowayan, 1992, 1996) is of great
importance to my project and deserves an explanation here. Presentative particles comprise
a group of conjunctions, adverbials, and (formulaic) expressions and/or phrases which have
undergone the process of grammaticalization to be used as discourse-pragmatic markers.
These particles, when used, appear to have internal and organizational functions in the
salfah genre. They are used to add emphasis and focus to the constituents following them.
Ingham (1993, p. 23) commented on the use of these particles saying:

they are to some extent syntactically bound in that they commonly introduce
a main clause beginning with a noun or pronoun and following a past-time
clause introduced by yom ‘when’ [...] Since the salfah relates past events,
these particles occur commonly in the genre. However, skillful narrators
increase their use of the particles so that they appear in a wider range of
contexts, i.e., not only in the main clause in the type of complex mentioned
above, but preceding almost any type of clause. Again, the function of this is
to add dramatic atmosphere to the narrative, to highlight important phases of
the action, and to involve the hearer in the story, since it is as though the
narrator is pointing to the participants as the story unfolds.

From the above description, | believe these presentative particles belong to the Western
so-called class of DMs. They appear to be prefacing narrative utterances and have
discourse-pragmatic functions. Most importantly, the above description of presentative
particles suggest that they might be related to Labov’s (1972) class of intensifiers or
markers of intensity proposed by Gonzalez (2004).

9% Alisaniyat Al Arabiyah

dagpulleyloLdll



257

Yahya Mobarki, YaSni as an Evaluative Discourse Marker in Arabic Oral Narratives of Personal
Experience

In a section about discourse structure components which contribute to cohesion,
Rosenhouse (1995, 2001) touched on ‘sentence markers’ including conjunctions w- ‘and’,
amma ‘but’ and temporal adverbs gabel ma ‘before’, and ba 'ad ma ‘after’. Surprisingly,
Rosenhouse (1995, 2001) reported the statistical frequency and occurrences of sentence
markers without commenting on their discourse roles or pragmatic functions.

In a small section of his study, Henkin (1998) discusses connectivity and temporal
control. He touched on some of the temporal particles and lexical markers narrators use.
He specifically touched on the Arabic particles’ equivalents of ‘and’, ‘then’, and ‘and then.’
Henkin (1998) reports that these Arabic particles function as episodes and boundary
markers. He also found out that these Arabic particles help in breaking narratives into
chains of events.

To summarize, the discourse-pragmatic functions of DMs employed in the narrative
genre of personal experience are sometimes genre-specific as well as context-specific. In
addition to contributing to the coherence relations, some specific group of DMs have
specific discourse-pragmatic role in the narrative genre of personal experience, such as that
of an evaluative discourse-pragmatic role. We also see the arising scholarship in terms of
investigating presentative particles, connectivity, and temporal particles in the Arabian oral
narratives, though not in narratives of personal experience. The descriptions of these
particles give an indication that they might belong to and might be equivalent to the
Western DMs.

3. Methodology

3.1 Data collection and instrument

The data for this project were collected from 45-minute recorded sociolinguistic
interviews between the researcher and 4 male participants.® Descriptions of the participants
are in the following section summarized in Table 1. Then, I chose portions of complete oral
personal narratives to be transcribed and analyzed. Table 1 in the next section shows a
summary of the selected portions.

| guided and facilitated the interviews encouraging the participants to orally narrate,
describe, and explain experiences they have had. In order to elicit the best possible
spontaneous narratives of personal experience, the contexts were kept informal since
spontaneous speech is commonly related to informal contexts (Gonzéalez, 2004; Labov,
1972). | initiated the interviews by suggesting and talking about some everyday
conversational topics (e.g., greetings, asking about school, asking about studies and exams,
talking about fresh and recent topics as news, sports, music, weather changes, holiday trips,
or family topics) to ease, guide, and facilitate the conversations. After reaching a relaxed
stage of conversational engagement, | narrated a personal story about my past travel
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experiences to set up the stage for the participants, to trigger stories and experiences in
their minds, and to ease the floor for them. Then, I asked the participants to describe an
experience using a modified version of Labov’s (1972) danger of death question: | want
you to describe for me an experience you never forget your whole life. This data-generating
instrument was successful; it served as a memory trigger which directed the participants to
talk about unforgettable experiences.*

3.2 Corpus and informants

| carried out the analysis of ya¢ni on the corpus of four oral narratives constituting a total
of 4,255 words and a total length of forty-two minutes and fifty-three seconds, all in the
Jazani variety of Arabic. Table 1 presents a summary and a distribution of the number of
words and the length of the four analyzed narratives. It is important to note that there is a
little variation in terms of the length of the four narratives; as a result, the table shows a
little variation in terms of the number of words among the four narratives which, in turn,
influences the presence and the frequency of occurrence of the DM under investigation in
this study

Table 1

A Summary of Participants and Corpus

N o ) US_ stay at the Number
Participants Age Gender Origin Education time of_ the of words Length
interview
ESL™™
Nabeel” 21 Male Jazan, SA™  (looking for a 8 months 1468 00:13:41
B.A. degree)
ESL (looking
Yasser 27 Male Jazan, SA foran M.A. 6 months 965 00:09:06
degree)
ESL (looking
Khaled 28 Male Jazan, SA for an M.A. 8 months 1067 00:11:30
degree)
ESL (looking
Nasser 20 Male Jazan, SA foraB.A. 10 months 755 00:08:36
degree)
Total 4255 00:42:53

* Arabic pseudonyms, and not the participants’ real names.
™ Saudi Arabia.
" ESL stands for English as a Second Language classes.

The participants were all adult men whose ages range from 20 to 28 years old. They
are native speakers of Arabic, specifically native speakers of the Jazani variety of Arabic.
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They are all originally from Jazan, which is in the southwestern part of Saudi Arabia. That
is, they were born and raised in the province of Jazan. They were all working on their
university studies. Their backgrounds were somewhat multicultural, since they exhibited
the Saudi culture and, at the same time, were immersing themselves into the American
culture. Thus, their socioeconomic status is expected to be from the middle class.
Therefore, | tried to control the following variables: mother-tongue (the Jazani variety of
Arabic), age (20-28), educational level (university studies), and sex (males). Table 1
presents a summary about the four participants.

For this project, | recruited the participants based on prior acquaintance. | selected these
participants because they were accessible and available individuals (males for religious and
sociocultural restrictions; students at a US academic institution which means easily
complying with the IRB policies) who fulfilled my research criteria at the time. The criteria
included being speakers of the Jazani variety of Arabic. The interviews/data collection took
place in two places: two interviews were collected in one of the participants’ apartments
and two were elicited in my own apartment. The interviews were done just prior to our
weekly gathering, before other individuals arrived and it would have become harder to
either start or complete the interview process. The participants represented a good sample
of the oral narrative raconteurs who appeared to be storing in their memories many stories,
events, and anecdotes. They also appeared to be distinctive in their speech of Arabic,
specifically, their use of Jazani Arabic.

3.3 Transcription and coding

| transcribed and coded the four recorded narratives. The appendix presents a summary of
the transcription conventions and codes used in my transcription and analysis. In order to
satisfactorily analyze the four narratives and reach the results of the study, | determined the
structures of the four narratives by presenting them in hierarchical lines and according to
the structural elements of narratives of personal experience. | determined the hierarchy of
lines by the interaction between the communicative, rhetorical, and structural components:
syntactic constituency, pauses, prosody and/or particle phrasing (Hymes, 1981; 2004;
Mackay, 1994; Tedlock, 1983). The characterization of the structural elements was based
on Labov and Waletzky’s (1967) and Labov’s (1972) description and classification of the
elements structuring narratives of personal experience explained earlier in this paper.
Furthermore, the characterization of these elements was based on the abstract structure of
the narratives which entails changes in the roles of characters within narratives and changes
in situations, actions, and/or events. Some adverbial particles significantly helped marking
the boundaries of these elements (Hymes, 1981; 2004; Mackay, 1994; Tedlock, 1983).
Acknowledging my presence as the interviewer and as an interactant contributing to the
data generation for this study, I transcribed, represented, and examined my contributions
including continuers and backchanneling (e.g., mhm; mmm) and responses (e.g., eewah ‘I
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understand’; aslam ‘I see”). Doing transcription and analysis, I assigned different codes for
each narrative, the DM ya€ni, intonation contours, and discourse-pragmatic functions.
Codes were also assigned to pauses and Labov’s (1972) structural elements. The
methodological and analytical procedures including coding were checked by two
experienced colleagues in discourse analysis, conversation analysis, narrative analysis, and
sociolinguistics.

3.4 Data analysis

In this paper, the evaluative discourse-pragmatic role refers to the discourse-pragmatic
relations that yaSni recurrently creates either 1) locally between utterances, propositions,
and ideas inside the Labovian evaluation segment making yaSni a DM that frequently
preface evaluative comments; or 2) globally structuring the evaluation segment and making
this segment more salient in relation to the other Labovian segments. To look for a first
indication of the evaluative discourse-pragmatic role of yaSni in my corpus of narratives
of personal experience, I followed Gonzalez’s (2004) procedure determining the frequency
of occurrence of yaSni in relation to each of the structural elements of oral personal
narratives (i.e., abstract, orientation, complicating action, evaluation, resolution, and coda)
in each of the investigated narratives. This procedure gave an overall frequency of yaSni in
the four narratives. The procedure also provided the distribution of yaSni with respect to
each of the structural elements in each of the investigated narratives.

In addition, I utilized functional analysis in order to look for other pieces of evidence
for the evaluative discourse-pragmatic role of yaSni in my corpus. Therefore, | explored
local discourse-pragmatic relations yaSni creates based on procedures already attested in
the literature (Gonzélez, 2004; Lenk, 1998; Schiffrin, 1987): 1) by looking to the
discourse-pragmatic relations and functions ya§ni assumes in relation to the adjacent lines,
utterances, ideas, events, and/or propositions; and 2) the marker’s places within the
discourse, and/or its co-occurrences with other linguistic items or other DMs.

Expanding the functional analysis, | also explored the global discourse-pragmatic
relations (Gonzélez, 2004; Lenk, 1998; Schiffrin, 1987) of ya¢ni. | mainly determined the
global discourse pragmatic relations based on how yaSni functioned as boundary marker
that structured and organized Labov’s elements of narratives of personal experience
(Gonzalez, 2004; Norrick, 2000), i.e., abstract, orientation, complicating action,
evaluation, resolution, and coda. It is worth noting that some of global discourse-pragmatic
functions are mostly intertwined with those of the local discourse-pragmatic functions
(Gonzélez, 2004; Lenk, 1998; Norrick, 2000); that is, yaSni might assume different
discourse-pragmatic functions representing both local and global discourse-pragmatic
relations. This characteristic is not surprising since multifunctionality is a major feature of
DM s in spoken genres, and the genre of personal oral narratives is no exception (Gonzélez,

9% Alisaniyat Al Arabiyah

dagpulleyloLdll



261

Yahya Mobarki, YaSni as an Evaluative Discourse Marker in Arabic Oral Narratives of Personal
Experience

2004). In some other instances, yaSni assumed either only local discourse-pragmatic
functions or only global discourse-pragmatic functions.

My analysis of the evaluative discourse-pragmatic role of yaSni is accompanied by a
discussion of my frequency analysis as well as a discussion of how yaSni contributes to the
local and global discourse-pragmatic relations. Taking these indications altogether, my
discussion shows how ya¢ni substantiates the evaluative discourse-pragmatic role in my
corpus of narratives of personal experience. | utilized my corpus providing authentic
occurrences of yaSni in order to demonstrate the evaluative discourse-pragmatic role of
yaSni. I now turn to my findings and discussion.

4. Ya€ni as an evaluative discourse marker in the corpus

This section presents the findings of yaSni in my corpus. First, | introduce the distribution
of yaSni with respect to each structural element of narratives of personal experience in my
corpus, as table 3 shows in the following. Second, the section provides discussions of and
interpretations for the evaluative discourse-pragmatic role of ya¢ni in my corpus.

Table 2

Distribution of YaSni ‘it means’ per Narrative and Narrative Segment

Number of words Narrative segment

Narrative
(length) AB OR CA EV RE 6{0) Total
1468

Nabeel 2 13 4 61 2 82
(00:13:41)
965

Yasser 10 15 1 26
(00:09:06)
1067

Khaled 13 4 20 5 42
(00:11:30)
755

Nasser 1 1
(00:08:36)
4255

Total N 2 26 18 97 7 1 151
(00:42:53)
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132 1721 1192 6423 463 0.66 100

1)
Total % % % % % % % %

The overall results of Table 3 reflect two main findings: first, yaSni can be expected to
appear within any structural element of oral personal narratives being present in all of the
six sections (abstract, orientation, complicating action, evaluation, resolution, and coda).
Second, an interesting finding shown in the above table is that the frequency of ya<ni is
more weighted within some narrative segments than within others. The analysis of the
frequency of occurrence of the DM ya¢ni reveals that it is overwhelmingly used in the
evaluation segment of the four analyzed oral personal narratives with a total of 97
occurrences accounting for 64.23%. The orientation section comes in the second place
(N=26, 17.21%) followed by the complicating action segment (N= 18, 11.92%). However,
as the table reveals, yaSni is rarely used in the resolution (N= 7, 4.63%), the abstract (N=
2, 1.32%), and the coda (N=1, 0.66%).

My findings suggest variation in terms of the distribution of yaSni over the four
narratives. This varied frequency of occurrence is seen to affect the distribution of ya¢ni
with respect to the structural elements of narratives of personal experience which, in turn,
indicates varied distribution in terms of the evaluative discourse-pragmatic functions of
ya&ni in the corpus. Several factors are assumed to influence the distribution of ya¢ni:

1. The length and the number of words of each narrative;

2. Individual preference of each narrator in terms of DM usage might be reflected in
the reported frequencies. That is, my corpus shows that some narrators tend to use
some DMs more than others. This appears to be the case of ya¢ni as in Nabeel’s
narrative;

3. The use of other DMs which signal evaluative discourse-pragmatic functions such
as wallah ‘by god’, almihm ‘importantly’, and aham she ‘the important thing.” My
corpus shows that this is absolutely the case of Nasser’s narrative where only one
instance of yaSni ‘it means’ was detected compared to 13 occurrences of wallah
‘by god,” which were detected as an evaluative DM contributing to the evaluation
segment in his narrative;

4. The use of other evaluative elements as classified by Labov (1972). The following
paragraph discusses the significance and the influence of this factor.

Labov (1972) classified four evaluative elements utilized in narratives of personal
experience: intensifiers, comparators, correlatives, and explicatives. According to Labov
(1972), each element has evaluative functions contributing to the evaluation section of a
narrative, which contributes to the overall structure of a narrative. Under each evaluative
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element, Labov (1972) pointed out a group of syntactic and discourse-pragmatic devices
through which the functions of evaluative elements are carried out. Briefly, the evaluative
elements “intensify, compare, correlate, and explain points or events of the evaluative
sections of the narrative” (Gonzalez, 2004, p.38; for details about the evaluative elements,
see Gonzélez, 2004 and Labov, 1972). The varied frequent use of yaSni over the four
narratives in the evaluation section suggests the influence of the usage of other evaluative
elements as a fifth significant factor affecting the distribution and usage of the evaluative
DM yaSni in my corpus. That is, as Table 3 in the above illustrates, only one occurrence of
yaSni in Nasser’s narrative was not an expected finding; therefore, this result is surprising
when comparing the distribution of ya¢ni in Nasser’s narrative to the other three narratives.
This finding poses the questions: Did Nasser evaluate? If so, how did he evaluate? By
looking into the literature (Gonzalez, 2004; Labov, 1972) and carefully inspecting Nasser’s
narrative, it appears that Nasser overwhelmingly evaluated using quotative materials
initiated by verbs of saying, mainly the Arabic equivalents to the English verb say
(examples are excluded for space limitations and because of the focus of this paper, namely
on yasni).

Aside from the analysis of Nasser’s narrative, the findings in this study suggest that
yaini was frequently used in the evaluation section of the remaining three analyzed
narratives. These findings suggest that yaSni might assume the behavior of functioning as
a marker of evaluation.

The instances of ya¢ni in extract (1) are illustrative of its evaluative discourse-
pragmatic functions. The following are lines from Nabeel’s narrative. Looking into and
examining my corpus, | found these consecutive lines 94-97 to be interesting for
exemplification. Ya¢ni appears to have multiple functions within these lines functioning as
a resultative marker and a segment shifter in utterance-initial position in line 95, as an
inference facilitator marker utterance-finally in line 95, as a marker of reformulation in line
96, and as a direct speech marker in line 97. Extracts follow this layout: the first line is the
original utterance, the second line is a glossing, and the third line is a translation.

Extract 1

94.w fi  group majmu’a mindasen fi bet/CA
And there group group  hid.they in house
And there was a group. They hid in a building.

95. yatni haset bilghabna ya¢ni/EV

thatis felt.] with.defeat you know
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that is | felt defeated you know
96.yatni  madri abki wala adhhak /EV
Thatis didn’t.Lknow Lcry or L.laugh
That is I didn’t know whether to cry or to laugh
97.yaSni gitta dhahak ala tha/EV
thatis said.l l.laugh on this
that is I said “let me laugh on this”

As line 94 shows, there are few lines in the complicating action element coming before
the above excerpted lines. Nabeel gave an account of some moments of the complicating
actions in which the Ethiopian group started chasing him. Line 94 explains how this group
were dramatically chasing Nabeel. That is, while some of the Ethiopians were chasing
Nabeel, the other ones were hiding in a place trying to catch him. Nabeel then shifted back
to the evaluation element using the utterance-initial DM yaSni in line 95. In the above lines,
Nabeel was evaluating and conveying his inner feelings specifically in lines 95-97. He was
describing his feelings of being defeated in line 95. This feeling came as a result of the
dramatic experience he had; I would say the dramatic chase. This result was initiated by
the same utterance-initial yaSni; therefore, yaSni assumes a resultative function. By means
of this function, the narrator introduces a consequence or a result of previously reported
actions and events. Not surprisingly, the same utterance-initial ya<ni in line 95 assumes a
segment shifter function; that is, a segment transition marker. By means of this function,
the narrator indicates a shift back to a Labovian structural segment of the narrative that has
already been initiated but was interrupted by another segment. Therefore, this could be an
indication that yaSni feature the discourse-pragmatic multifunctionality, an important
feature of DMs (Beeching, 2016; Brinton, 1996, 2017; Fedriani & Sans6, 2017; Furko,
2020; Gonzélez, 2004; Heine et al., 2021; Miller, 2005; Schiffrin, 1987).

In line 95, there is an utterance-final yaSni which was assigned an inference facilitator
function. It seems that the narrator used this utterance-final instance of yaSni to look for
the listener’s understanding. That is, ya¢ni was used here to check on the listener and make
sure that the listener was involved with the narrator in his narrative. Of course, | was the
listener.

My analysis also suggested that yaSni can function as a reformulation marker. By
means of this marker, the narrator reformulates previous ideas, events, actions, and
propositions by any of the following strategies: rephrasing, paraphrasing, clarification,
giving examples, explanation, and/or amplification. In line 96, Nabeel added another
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evaluative comment by means of reformulation in which he used the strategy of expanding
the evaluative comments. To explain, Nabeel commented on the danger of his situation by
expressing the feeling of being defeated in line 95. In line 96, Nabeel used new words and
a new feeling to express the danger of his situation. He was confused to the point that he
did not know whether to cry or to laugh. This reformulative and evaluative comment was
headed by yaSni. He also used quotative materials to function as an evaluative device; he
quoted himself to express that he was not expecting the situation to develop and become
as serious as it was. Note how yaSni was used to initiate the quoted material in line 97.
YaSni was also juxtaposed with the verb gitta ‘I said’.

The recurrent appearance of ya<ni in utterance-initial position in lines 95-97 of extract
(1) is a significant observation. Such an appearance has several interactional and rhetorical
effects explained in the following. On the interactional level, stories need more than one
turn to be produced and developed, and it is the tellers’ job to use hints that signal “the
suspension of the normal rules of turn-taking which allow for regular speaker change” (De
Fina & Georgakopoulou, 2012, p. 87). DMs are essential linguistic devices that mark such
a speaker change in ongoing interactions (De Fina & Georgakopoulou, 2012; Gonzaélez,
2004; Schiffrin, 1987). From this interactional perspective, it appears that ya¢ni is an
interactional device that Nabeel (and other participants) used to secure a largely
uninterrupted turn and to signal his turn continuation and that he is still holding the floor
of the interaction.

On the rhetorical level, the recurrent use of yaSni in lines 95-97 of extract (1) is
indicative that yaSni can function as a rhetorical device (Gonzalez, 2004; Mackay, 1994;
Schiffrin, 1987) in Arabic narratives of personal experience. Using yaSni, the narrator
creates structural parallelism in order to enrich the overall narrative’s structure, in general,
and the structure of the evaluation segment, in particular. Repetition and parallelism
(Mackay; 1994; Tedlock, 1983) are among the most employed rhetorical devices in
narratives of personal experience (Gonzalez, 2004; Labov, 1972). They mostly appear in
the evaluative and complicating action sections since the narrator as in extract (1) tried to
intensify particular actions or situations, to remind the listener of any aspect of the story,
or to evoke emotions rather than describing them (Gonzalez, 2004). Therefore, the
repetitive use of yagni in lines 95-97 is not surprising, but can be justifiable. Informed by
the ethnopoetics approach to the study of oral narratives (De Fina & Georgakopoulou,
2012; Hymes, 1981, 2004; Tedlock, 1983), the recurrent use of yaSni in utterance-initial
position might be an artistic pattern that mirrors culture-specific ways of apprehending and
organizing reality as well as a poetic quality that reflects culturally sophisticated forms of
storytelling.

In extract (2), yaSni in line 127 was found serving as a marker of approximation. The
following lines are illustrative:
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Extract 2
124.taba’an  awal ma  marit . min  fugu/CA
of course first when passed.l From over.it
of course, when | first passed over it [steel piece]
125. haset  basut gharib / CA
Felt.] with.sound strange
| heard a strange noise
126. faja’ani ya¢ni 180 draja / <P> EV
shocked.me like 180 degree
I was shocked like 180 degree
127. kan tirrrrrrrrrrrrrrer. .. EV

Was [Onomatopoeic sound; imitating when the steel piece made noise and
damaged his car]

The above are lines taken from the complicating action element and the evaluation
element of Khaled’s narrative. Khaled described the moments when the steel piece fell
down from the trailer in front of him. He was driving fast, and the only reaction he could
do at that moment was to pass over the steel piece. He did pass over the piece; however,
the piece was caught in the bottom of the car, making a loud noise. Thus, he was shocked.
Trying to make his feelings and comments as evaluative as possible, Khaled tried to
measure and approximate his shock with degrees in line 127. This kind of measurement
and approximation was preceded by ya<ni as it appears in line 127.

The corpus also contains only one instance in which ya¢ni functions globally
(Gonzélez, 2004; Lenk, 1998; Shiffrin, 1987) as a segment initiator; that is, introducing a
new Labovian structural segment or episode in a narrative. My analysis revealed that this
instance of ya¢ni serves purely as a global DM. Line 94 in extract (3) is illustrative:

Extract 3
91. ala tul hasat sayara maritin — <P> CA

Ondirect turned car twice
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Directly the car turned twice

92. aw thalath marrat / CA
Or three times

93. kitha  hasat  sayara/<P>CA
Like.this turned the.car
Like this the car turned

94.yaSni ka’anni  fi hilm— EV
thatis like.was.l in dream
that is it was like a dream

95.yafni ma ka’annu fi wage - EV
thatis not like.was.it in real
It was not like real

96.aw zai kitha\EV
or like that

The above lines are taken from Yasser’s narrative in which he appeared to be describing
the climax of his story in lines 91-93; he was describing the moment his car was crashed
into by the other opponent’s car, causing Yasser’s car to turn around maybe two or three
times. In line 94, Yasser introduced the first evaluative comment of his narrative, opening
up the evaluation element and suspending the complicating action element in his narrative.
The narrator used ya¢ni to signal this kind of transfer between the complicating action
element and the evaluation element and to mark the suspension of the complicating actions
recounting about his inner feelings in lines 94-96. Also, note how Yasser used a second
instance of ya¢ni in line 95 to reformulate his first evaluative comment and feeling
expressed in line 94.

Now, let us see what makes the DM yaSni overwhelmingly utilized in the evaluation
element of the investigated narratives, and therefore, to be given the trait of being a marker
of evaluation. In order to find a satisfactory answer for such an interesting behavior, my
suggestion is to go back and review the descriptions of the evaluation element of narratives
of personal experience. It is in the evaluation element that narrators prominently try to
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reach the point of their personal stories. It is in the evaluation element that narrators are
mainly concerned to prove the ‘tellability’ as well as the credibility of their stories; in
Labov’s (1972, p.370) words, “why the events of the narrative are reportable.” It is through
the evaluation element that narrators confer to the listeners that their experiences are worth-
telling; and therefore, they use the most possible linguistic devices to show that their
experiences were “crazy, strange, uncommon, or unusual- that is, worth reporting. It was
not ordinary, plain, humdrum, everyday, or run-of-the mill” (Labov, 1972, p. 371) and
hence to answer and justify the rejoinder question “so what?” proving instead that “they
did.” DMs appear to be one of those linguistic devices that narrators utilize to achieve the
function of evaluation in narratives of personal experience (Gonzéalez, 2004; Labov, 1972).
This is the reason why Gonzéalez (2004) considered a group of DMs to be markers of
intensity belonging to the evaluative element of the category of intensifiers proposed and
classified by Labov (1972). After closely observing the functions of the DM yaSni in my
corpus, | found it to be one of the linguistic devices as well as one of the evaluative devices
my participants used to convey their evaluative comments.

Based on her analysis, Gonzélez (2004) suggested that the English DM | mean
frequently functions as an evaluative marker in the evaluation element. Gonzalez (2004,
p-170) reported that “most occurrences of | mean are found on evaluative segments,
evaluation being that part of the narrative where the narrator’s voice is more overtly
shown.” Gonzalez (2004, p.170) added, “in the case of narratives of personal experience,
the use of this marker [I mean] becomes, undoubtedly, highly useful when it comes down
to letting the passive listener know what and how the narrator felt at the moment of the
event, i.e., in the situation of danger.” Moreover, Gonzalez (2004) found out that | mean
can function as an evaluation segment boundary and is regularly positioned utterance-
initially.

Apart from Gonzalez’s (2004) findings of the English DM | mean, my findings of the
Arabic DM yaSni present coincidence with the functions of I mean. Ya¢ni specifically
functions as a marker of reformulation, segment initiator, initiating an evaluation element,
and a segment shifter, usually shifting back to the evaluation element. YaSni is commonly
present in utterance-initial position in my corpus. However, there is still more to be said
about the frequent use of yani as an evaluative marker in utterance-initial positions. In this
respect, I take Gonzalez’s (2004) view of the evaluative function of | mean and its frequent
placement in utterance-initial positions. According to Gonzalez (2004, p.171), “from the
pragmatic perspective, I mean is used by the speaker to open up his/her thoughts, ideas and
intentions about a particular fact or event.” Note that the analysis suggests that yaSni can
function as a marker of approximation and as a direct speech marker in the evaluation
segment; functioning so makes ya¢ni a probable equivalent to English like (Schiffrin,
1987). It seems noticeable that yaSni, as an evaluative device, in the three extracts can help
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narrators deliver “particularly expressive and emotionally charged” (Gonzalez, 2004,
p.143) evaluative comments.

My analysis also shows that yaSni as an inference facilitator marker is present in all
utterance-positions; however, it is more used utterance-finally as in line 95 of extract 1. In
this respect, | suggest that ya¢ni equals the English corresponding DM you know. The
occurrences of yaSni as an inference facilitator marker in utterance-final positions can be
justifiable. In narratives of personal experience, utterance-final positions appear to be the
suitable place to check on the listeners’ and their understanding, to involve the listeners
and bring their attention to live the experience, and to appeal for an understanding from the
listeners. Utterance-final positions are also the convenient places in which narrators look
for sharing common ground (i.e., shared knowledge) with the listeners and try to push the
listeners to give comments and/or verbally share their feelings (Gonzélez, 2004).

The analysis also suggests that yaSni can function as a resultative marker, equivalent
to English so as in line 95 of extract 1 (Gonzélez, 2004, Schiffrin, 1987). My interpretation
for this function is that it is not unusual for narrators to mark the progression of their
evaluative comments through signaling consequences of events narrated in the story
beforehand and, therefore, move the story as well as their evaluative comments forward.
In order for the narrators to mark such progression, they need a kind of signaling tools;
DMs appear to be one of these signaling tools, hence the use of yaSni in the evaluation
segment in my corpus (Gonzélez, 2004).

To recapitulate, my corpus of the Arabic oral narratives of personal experience and my
data analysis procedures suggest that narrators used ya$ni to make the evaluation segment
and their evaluative comments in their personal experience narratives more salient
compared to the other structural elements of narratives of personal experience.
Furthermore, the analysis show how ya¢ni can function on the discourse level, whether
locally or globally, contributing to the coherence and comprehensibility in Arabic
narratives of personal experience.

This contribution is mainly focused on the evaluative discourse-pragmatic role of ya¢ni
in Arabic oral narratives of personal experience. Therefore, a full treatment of yaSni with
respect to each structural element is beyond the scope of the present contribution.
Nevertheless, the findings suggest some trends of ya¢ni to be utilized in the orientation
element and in the complicating action element, trends that seems essential for discussion
in a more comprehensive treatment. With this in mind, the use of ya¢ni in the orientation
element seems predictable since narrators use the orientation element to guide the story
and orient the listeners to understand the story and, therefore, create some predictability in
terms of the subsequent events. The use of yaSni in the complicating action element seems
expected since it is in the complicating action that narrators aim mostly at sequencing and
organizing the events of the story trying to reach, with their narratives, to the point of
coherence. Therefore, the narrators use ya¢ni to create logical local connections between
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the events/actions in their narratives; they also use yaSni to instantiate logical global links
between the structural elements in their narratives, leaving wholly coherent and evaluative
narratives.

The frequency of yaSni has declining trends in the abstract, the resolution, and the coda.
The reason for these declining trends is the nature of these elements in which they are
usually comprised of few utterances. These elements are usually short, serving the
functions of opening up a narrative in the case of the abstract or wrapping up and finishing
a narrative in the case of the resolution and the coda.

5. Conclusions and implications

In this study, | have sought to show the frequent use of yaSni particularly in the
evaluation segment of the Labovian components. The findings suggest that this discourse-
pragmatic device might belong to the evaluative element of intensifiers. However, one
contribution of this study is that it suggests that in addition to being frequently used in the
evaluation segment, ya<ni is also frequent in the orientation segment and the complicating
action segment. This, in turn, suggests a theoretical implication of the significance and the
core roles of these three elements being the backbones of narratives of personal experience.

The findings also indicated variation of yaSni on several levels: 1) the speaker level;
2) the functional discourse-pragmatic level; 3) the utterance-position level; and 4) the
evaluative elements level. Such levels of variation might appropriately be operationalized,
investigated, and interpreted with the help of large Arabic corpora. However, the lack of
available and accessible spoken Arabic corpora is one methodological problem that is
encountered in Arabic contexts. Should variation in terms of DMs be specified,
investigated, and interpreted, Arab scholars interested in spoken language need to unite
efforts for building corpora that serve scholarly inquires and questions coming from Arab
contexts such as those related to DMs.

The findings of this study highlight the multiplicity of functions of the DM yaSni; this
is a general characteristic of DMs. With the multiplicity of functions of ya¢ni a major
practical challenge arises: the quest for translating and rendering yaSni into other languages
with the appropriate linguistic equivalents such as English in the case of the current study.
One implication of this challenge is that it is highly advised for Arabic interpreters
/translators to take into consideration the local context (i.e., the local relations) as well as
the global context (i.e., the global relations) of yaSni in order not to reach a one-to-one
correspondence of ya¢ni, but at least one that could fit its own Arabic discourse-pragmatic
functions.

From a historical linguistic perspective, the frequency of ya¢ni in the Labovian
evaluation segment prefacing and marking evaluative comments and displaying emotive
and expressive functions, linked with the multiplicity of functions found in the corpus,
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suggest that yaSni is undergoing a significant degree of language change that can be
captured in terms of pragmatic extension and acquiring more of a procedural meaning and
instructive discourse-pragmatic functions rather than exhibiting referential, denotative, or
conceptual functions. Therefore, the current study adds up substantial evidence to the
procedural properties of DMs attested cross-linguistically.

Although this study was conducted on a limited corpus comprised of only four
narratives of personal experience, it revealed insightful findings into, and conclusions
about, the DM ya€¢ni. These findings might be a starting point for future research on the
Arabic DMs in narratives of personal experience. Studies having such a perspective are
advised in order to uncover any new findings that enrich the international linguistic
literature, in general, and the Arabic linguistic literature, in particular, of such discourse
Cues.
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Endnotes

1 A variety spoken in the Emirate of Jazan (or Jizan) in the South western part of Saudi Arabia.

2 The Arabia is a term used in the Arabic narrative literature | drew on, specifically by anthropologists such
as Ingham (1993) and Sowayan (1992, 1996) to refer to the Arabian Peninsula.

3 1 sought and received IRB approval to collect and analyze data from human subjects from the IRB of a
US academic institution. Also, | followed the ethical procedures of anonymizing the names of the
participants by using Arabic pseudonyms, and not using their real names.

4 Synopsis of the four narratives:

Nabeel’s narrative: a story about how Nabeel and his cousin were dramatically and angrily chased by a
group of drainage truck drivers in his town as a result of Nabeel’s and his cousin’s trouble-making behaviors.

Yasser’s narrative: a story about a car accident he had on his way to check for and fix some mechanical
problems in his car before hitting the road to Riyadh where he was a student. As the narrator commented,
“only God’s care saved me from such an accident.”

Khaled’s narrative: a story about a car accident when he was traveling between Jazan and Jeddah in Saudi
Arabia. Khaled described how a piece of steel fell down from a trailer as it was swinging on the road and
caused some damage to Khaled’s car.

Nasser’s narrative: a story about how he was chased by a gangster near his motel in Cincinnati, Ohio
when he traveled in order to take the IELTS test (IELTS stands for the International English Language
Testing System).
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Appendix

A summary of the transcription conventions and codes

Category Code/Convention Description
Lines Arabic numerals Lines
/ Rising contour
Intonation - Level contour
\ Lower contour
<pP> Short pause
Pauses Measurable pause with
<.2>
seconds
AB Abstract
OR Orientation
. CA Complicating action
Narrative segments £V Evaluation
RE Resolution
CO Coda
— Truncation
Researcher comments 0 Non-verbal sounds (e.g.,

coughing, laughing); or as
specified in parenthesis
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