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Pronoun of Separation (Fasl Pronoun) and its Semantic Properties

An Analytical Syntactic Study
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Abstract

This study investigates the pronoun of separation and its semantic properties by
analysing its structures according to the Transformational-generative Grammar theory.
The descriptive analytical method is employed to answer one primary question:

- What are the structural and semantic functions of the pronoun of separation?

Other secondary questions are also answered in this study including:
- Is the pronoun of separation an NP or something else?

- Does it have a specific grammatical function?

The study has reviewed disagreements among Traditional Arab Grammarians over
these questions. The opinion favoured in this study is that pronoun of separation is an
NP in all cases. However, the study concludes that there are two cases for the pronoun
of separation use. First, it is an NP functioning as a subject, which is the dialect of the
tribe of Tamim who use the pronoun of separation at the beginning of the sentence; a
feature that conforms to some modes of recitation. Second, it is an element that 1s used
to separate the subject and the predicate and has no grammatical function. In the second
case, it serves as a linking device in nominal sentences where the pronoun of separation
determines whether the word following it is a predicate or an attributive adjective. It also
serves other structural and semantic functions such as emphasis, particularity, exclusion,
and can be used by way of exaggeration, mockery and ridicule.
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