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ABSTRACT

The Concept of Literary Taste in Arabic Rhetoric Since
Abdul al- Qahir al-Jurjani up to AL- Sakkaki

By

Ibrahim Ahmed Hassan Suliman

Supervised by
Prof ." Mohammad Barakkat " Abu - Ali .

This study aims at shedding light on the literary taste in Arabic rhetoric
though its three chapters . Therefore, the first chapter deals with the concept
of literary taste as understood by Abdul Qahir al- Jurjani ( died 471 A. H. )
This means that al-Jurjani's method is considered a basic criterion in the lit-
erary analysis and in revealing the aesthetic values in a text . The second
chapter deals with the concept of literary taste as understood by those critics
who came after al - Jurjani , such as al- Zamakhshari ( died 538 A. H.)
since this also depended on the , taste in the analysis of texts in his commen-
tary ( exegesis ) called al - Kashaf . Al- Razi (died in 606 A .H .) is consid-
ered the father of a new phase in Arabic rhetoric , because he made use of
logic and philosiphy and did not pay attention to literary taste . The third
chapter deals with the concept of al - Sakkaki ( died in 626 A.H. ) since he
was responsible for bringing to maturity the trend to have logic and rules de-
pend on rhetoric . This took place despite al - Sakkak,s call for the depen-
dence on literary taste in showing the inimitability of the Qura'n as he stated
in his book " al-Miftah " . £§0§ T A

Thus Arabic rhetoric began with the dependence on literary taste in the-
ory and practice as conceived by al - Jurjani and al - Zamakhshari and ended
as a stiff group of logical and philosophical rules conceived by al - Razi and
al - Sakkaki .
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