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Abstract 

The Symbol and the Mask in Yahya Samawi's poetry  

By 

Wisam Maarij Jaber 

Supervisor 

Prof. Hasan Elayyan  

    This study sought to investigate symbols and masks; religious, 

historical, literary and mythical, in the work of Yahya Al-Samawey 

poetic, starting from his collection "This is my tent, where is home?" 

(1997 ), and the end of his collection "Save me" (2014). It consisted of 

three chapters, the first chapter dealt with masks in the poetry of Yahya 

Al-Samawey, it consisted of three sections: the religious , legendary, and 

literary mask, The second chapter dealt with the traditional symbols in the 

Al-Samawey poetry , it included three axes: the symbol of religion, 

historical, and literary, The third chapter dealt with special symbols, 

marked by symbols of nature and innovative and symbolic colors, this 

division came in line with the requirements of the study of the division 

and the order on the one hand, and easy to deal with the topic on the other 

hand.   

The study used the descriptive analytical method and historical rule 

applied by   Yahya Al-Samawey poetic texts, it adopted to draw symbols 

and masks contained in the work of the poet.  

The study got several results and the highlighted which are masks 

in Yahya Al-Samawey poetry. it limited to the traditional characters 

(religious and mythological, and literary), in contrast to symbols that 

came heritage and innovative, the study showed that the poet phenomena 

adopted the symbol and the mask as the tools used by the group of 

modern poetry, they were expressed by poet all his community issues and 
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his vision for political and social aspects through cultural perspective,the 

study also used the tools of poetry characterized mostly from the poets of 

his time.  

The study recorded that Yahya Al-Samawey work was an extension 

of the modern poetic movement in Iraq, and in the other countries of the 

Arab world with their catalog of literary and artistic phenomena, as well 

as Al-Samawey deep link with history, inherited cultural and religious. 

This link  prompted heritage poet to use the symbols of many different 

masks in his poetry, it has been awarded connotations and overtones 

through which all his exile and his strange and affiliation of the land. 

Moreover, his view toward some politicians symbols and the rulers of the 

homeland and the nation level.. 

  


