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" The Poetry of the Banu Umayyah During the Umayyad Era"

Most of the modern literary studies which are
concerned with studying the poetry during the Umayyad
period have ignored the poetry of the Umayyad Caliphs
and princes who formed a privileged class and enjoyed
the advantages of wealth, of the best education, and

secured gsocial position.

It would appear the most of the verses composed
by the Umayyed caliphs and princes are scattered here
and there especially in the historical and literary worlks.
However, the traditional accounts are in conffict
regarding the attribution of some of there verses. As
a result, one @Y work hard in order to prove beyond
doubt the authienticity of such verses. This was one of
the reasons bzhind the selection of this study which is
devoted to adetailed examination of the poetry of the
B. Umayych, as far as is permitted by the poetry and

other relevant information that hhve survived.

Apart frrm the introduction, the study consists
of five chapters. The introduction contains a general
survey which depicts clearly the concern of the caliphks

and princes in poets and poetry in every respect.,

Chapter 1 is devoted to a detailed study to the
sources or waich this study haﬂfyelied. It would appear
that mcst of the surviving bddkéjand annals date back
to the " Lbbasid period who endéavour to blacken the
reputation of some of the Umayyads from political and
religious pointstéf view, and. some ‘of them went to
extreme when they encouraééd some narrators to fabriacte
some accounts and ve;aeé in order to achieve their aims.
Al-Walid b. Yasid,forzéxample, was exposed to a campaign
of vilification and discredit regarding his faith. I

have cone to the conclusion that the most important

<



sources ccncerned with the Umayyads and their poetry arcy
Wagqat Siffin, Al-Iqd al-farid, Al-Aghani, Tarikh Dimashg,
Sirat!'Unar b., 4Abd al~Aziz and al-Bidayah wa al-naihayah
Chapter 1I ftacitles the political verscs which are liniced
to important political and historical events far apart i=n
time such as the battles: siffin, al-Harrah, and Mard Rehit.
Chaptexr XIII is on the traditional types which encompass tie

surviving poetry of the B. Umayyah.

Chapter IV eramines the technical characteristics of the
poetry of the B.Umayyah . It would appear that onec of the =
most salient features of their poetry is that most of their
extant poems consist of no more than fragments and short
selections. Cne may deduce that their poets rarely confo-
rmed to the typical structure of the ancient Arabic poe:s.
Thus the traditional prelude is only occasionally found in
their poetry. Their poems deals mostly with the main

subject dircctly, thus diminishing their length.

Chapter V' ig devoted to a detailed stuey of the poets
belonging to_the B. Umayyah. Such as Mu awiyah and his son
Yazid, Abd al-Malik b. Marwan and al-Walid b. Yazid.

What survives of their peotry is annexed to this study

after being arranged al-phabetically regarding the raviie. -

I am greatly imdebted to my supervisor, professcr
Husain Atwan , and Dr. Nasrat Abd al-Rahman whose
direction and encouragement have helped me to finalize

this gstudy.
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