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ABSTRACT
The Structure of Fable In Kalila wa Dimnas
of Ibn Al-Mugqaff'as
( A Critical Study )

This thesis deals with Ibn al - Muqaffa‘s "Kalilah wa
Dimnah", which 1s an admirable narrative classic that
glorifies wisdom and wise men as wellas the freedom of
human wit . It aims at undertaking a textual study of the
structure of the fable in this.work, and , therefore atten-
tion has been focused on the literary work itself : units,
functions and text of the fable, to the exclusion of the
sources or origins of this literary form , and of all textual
matters .

In analyzing the fables of the book , I have adopted
Propp's method in its general framework, but allowed
myself the liberty to deviate from it wherever the text so
necessitated. I have relied , in my study of the book , on
the edition of Dar Maktabat al-Hayah , Beirut , but re-
- ferred occasionally to the edition of Dr. 'Abd al-Wahhab
'‘Azzam and Dr. Taha Husayn , as needed . {{YY§Y

The value of this study stems from the fact that it may
"~ =lp in understanding how literary works can be written,
" Tead or analyzed . It may also contribute towards provid-
ing younger generations with a proper rational and psy-
chological education based on scientific grounds .
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Although each fable in Kalilah wa Dimnah is appar-
ently different from the rest , close examination reveals

that they are all linked by a certain narrative structure
leading to one end that aims at enriching life by uncover-
ing truth and opening the gates of knowledge.

I have "deconstructed"” the narrative structure in order
to disclose its aesthetic and logical aspects, for the text
abounds in stylistic and semiotic characteristics that mask
the infrastructure of the realm of meaning , where the
reason comes in to play to maintain the authority and the
society it governs , and watch over the individuals in as
much as it is the faculty that can always be depended on
to achieve happiness and harmony .

The Philosopher has adopted one system of narration.
Each main fable contains a theory and an application of
the theory. Secondary fables serve to bolster and supple-
ment the total structure of the book . Thier movement is
largely similar to the movment of the main fable , for
each story generates only one similar to it . Subsidiary
fables sprouting from the secondary fables are further en-
~ rolled in the service of the basic movement of the text to
produce an uniform narrative structure . ‘
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