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ABSTRACT

The Rhetorical and Critical Terminology

. of
Ibn Sinan Al-Khafaji and Abdul Qahir Al- Jurjam
A comparative Study
By
Sahm Suleiman Hasan Al-Ansari

Supervisor
Dr. Mohammed Barakat Abu Ali

The present study examiner by way of contrast the rhetorical and
critical terminology used by Ibn Sinan Al-Khafaji in his classic book Sirr Al-
Fasaha (The Secret of Eloquency) and by Abdul Qahir Al-Jurjani in his well-
known Dalael Al-Ijaz (The Signs of Inimitability) and Asrar Al-Balagha
(The Secrets of Rhl'eloric).

These famous contemporaneous scholars have had the greatest
impact not only on the age in which they lived (11th century), but also on the
generations that followed. In fact, their works are still subject for critical,
evaluative studies, and they were undoubtedly ahead of their time. Al-
Khafaji was primarily interested in the eloquency of individual lexical items
arguing that some words are inherently eloquent, while others not. Al-Jurjani
was interested basically in the meaning of words in context. Nevertheless

both men are great, if not the greatest, scholars of rhetoric and literary
criticism. £hetd \

This study defines, assesses, and contrasts the terminology each of

these two scholars user, and high lights the similarities and dissimilarities
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between them, and attempts to find out whether or not their age had an

impact on them, and if yes, 1o what extent.

The thesis adopts what can be called the complementary approach,
1.e., an approach which combines the historical, inductive, statistical and

contrastive approaches in order to present a vivid, clear picture of the topic.

The study consists of an introduction, four chapters, and a

concluston.

The introduction puts into relief the importance of the topic and

points out the difficulties the researcher encounters in lis thesis.

Chapter one introduced to the reader the two scholars and defines
what's meant by "terminology”. Chapter two and Chapter three deal with the
terminology of Ibn Sinan and Al-Jurjani, respectively. Chapter four contrasts

the terminology of both scholars.

The conclusion sums up the finding of the dissertation. These

findings are:

First. There are significant differences between the two scholars with

regard to the way each one of them views rhetoric and literary criticism.

Second. Al-Jurjani gave more attention to criticisin terminoiogy then
Ibn Sinan did; but the latter give more attention to the terminology of
rhetoric. Nevertheless, the formar's common terms which applied both to

rhetoric and criticism were deeper and more comprehensive.

Third. The terminology of both rhetoric and criticism in the 11
century. This shows that that century witnessed the birth literary criticism

and rhetoric.

V. —
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