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The search for identity in African societies is considered as a
major issue, especially since those societies have passed through
severe historical stages and difficult experiences , starting from
slavery to Clerical Evangelism, to the period of the repression of
vernacular languages, and ending with the imposition of diverse
foreign languages which destroyed the bonds of the continent ‘s
descendants and caused a deficiency in most African countries’
infrastructure, a fact that culminated in the underdevelopment of the
continent even after independence .

In the shade of that, appeared in modern time, an African
intellectual Elite that took in charge the task of reconsidering the
African man, awakening him from his numbness and inciting him to
impose himself and get heard all over the world . The members of
this elite inherited from the settler a linguistic container different from
their native language as well as a literature through which they
exposed their sufferings and feelings. So they wrote novels, poems,
stories and plays in foreign languages. This gave birth to an African
literature, a literature that was a voice for every African seeking his
identity. It was a great gift from the West, but a gift offered neither
cheerfully nor intently.

These ‘learned men’ who were living abroad had chosen to return
back to their countries after the independence wave which hit most
African countries in the sixties. However, they soon collided with
another reality: they found themselves constituting a delicate minority
among a large African crowd continuing to live within the traditional
social ways prevailing in the African societies . This resulted in a
feeling of ambiguity and confusion about their situation as Africans
living amidst a foreign civilization on their own territory .This
contradiction between the way of life of this category on the one hand
and the reality imposed upon them by the environment which
surrounded them on the other, pushed them to question themselves
about their real identity: who am I?
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Among the African literary men who were concerned with this
crisis, the Kenyan writer Ngugi Wa Thiongo who has always shown
interest in the history of his people , a history he tried to fictionalize
in his novels, plays and even autobiographies.

Ngugi is one of the writers who have been able to adapt his literary
production to different historical and political periods Kenya has
passed through since the fifties. This has given his works a great
intellectual and artistic value.

In this research, we have tried to shed light on the crisis of identity
in Ngugi’s first novel the River between, basing our study on the
Irakian Abdellah Elsakhi’s translation of the novel into Arabic in
1988.

This research has concentrated on a number of issues , the most
important of which are :

- the nature of African identity from an African vision

- the factors that contributed to the birth of the crisis

- how the identity crisis appears in the River Between

- the message Ngugi wanted to transmit through his novel

- the role of the elite and society in the rehabilitation of African

identity

- the solutions suggested by NGUGI WA THIONGO to untie

the threads of this crisis .
To discuss these issues which we consider pertinent, we have divided
our research into an introduction, three chapters ,a conclusion and an
appendix .

In the first chapter, we have tried to define the concept of identity
first through a western viewpoint, then through an Arab and African
one respectively. In the first section of the chapter, we have tried to
reveal the identity crisis in African societies. In the second section, we
have dealt with the factors that contributed to the creation of this
crisis.
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As to the second chapter, we have devoted its first section to
the African novel written in English, while we have concentrated in
the second one on the writer’s biography, his literary career and his
opinion on the crisis of African identity.

We have devoted the third chapter to the analytical study of the
corpus which centered on the analysis of a number of factors that
prove the existence of an identity crisis in the novel.

We have ended up our work with a conclusion in which we have
focused on the results arising from this research, results that indeed
proved the actual existence of an identity crisis in Africa .This was
followed by a list of references and sources and by two appendixes,
one of them containing the novelist’s photograph as well as the
novel’s cover in its English version , and the other some information
about the main thinkers and writers mentioned in this research .

To accomplish this work, we have adopted a historical method in
the theoretical section to get information about the writer’s biography
as well as about the epoch in which he lived to trace the socio-
historical events that affected NUGUGI’s thoughts.

The descriptive analytical method we resorted to in the practical
section of our study proved of great help for the possibilities it offered
for the analysis of the text and the revelation of its hidden meanings.

We have also adopted some semiotic techniques when we studied
the relation between the title of the novel and its content.

The main references used in this research were NGUGI Wa
THIONGO’s Decolonizing the mind , Frantz Fanon’s Black skins ,
White Masks and the Wretched of the Earth, as well as Ines
Taha’s The Self and the Other in the African Novel.
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