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Abstract

The purpose of the present paper is to use general and spe-
cialized data bases in the study of Arabic. The use of the Arabic
verb (wajaba, ie. must) is chosen as an example for this study
to explore its syntactic and semantic features and see wheth-
er it is used in distributive or a modal way. This cannot be
achieved without resorting to large linguistic data bases. For
this end, two data bases have been selected: one described as
“specialized”, prepared by the present author and including
a set of Arabic legal texts containing more than 40 thousand
words; and the second one described as “general” and includ-
ing the Arabic Language Data Base of KACST, and the Sketch
Engine Data base. The most recurring syntactic structures fea-
turing the use of the verb (wajaba) will be explored in the first
part of this paper, while part two will be dealing with its vari-

ous syntactic and semantic features.

Key words: modal verbs, modalization, linguistic data bas-

es, recurring structures, syntactic and semantic features.
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