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Abstract

This research study investigates the mythological symbols in
Mahmood Darweesh’s poetry within a Semiotic framework.
“Semiotics” and “myth” are defined; in addition, other terms related to
“myth” are examined. An explanation of the following topics are also
presented: the relation between “symbol” and “myth”/“mythological”,

and their relation to the “literary” and “poetic”.

The research approaches the myths of Tammuz, Ishtar, Phoenix
and Grithin, identifying the major difterences especially between the
myths of Phoenix and Griffin, and examining the semantics of those
symbols through their iconic and semiotic associations, first, in light of a
statistical presentation, and then in light of their hermeneutics. The
research investigates the semiotics of love, death, resurrection and

eternity.

At the end of the study, there is a hermeneutical discussion
examining the cultural, ontological and aesthetical functions of the

symbols in question as well as the subtle aspects of them.

The conclusion presents the results of the semiotic interpretation
of Darweesh’s poetry as discussed in this research, followed by an
evaluation of the semiotic approach based on some critical views that

may help develop it further.
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