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1, Arabia before Mchammed, Delacy Q’Leary, London 1927.
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Slavery in Pre-Islamic Time
And it's impact on Poetry

This study attempts to throw light on the phenomenon of
Slavery in Pre-Islamic time and it's impact on contemporary
poetry. Despite the fact that this study has already ex-
plored some aspects of the problem in concern, it does not

claim that it 15 comprehensive.

Also this study shows that a flux of slaves lived in
the Arab Peninsula and that the main source of this large
number is the imported slaves who settled in the Peninsula
one generation after another and increased in number by

yEears.

Beside being used in domestic service and casual enter-
tainement, those slaves were equally exploited in other
public services of common interest. This wide infiltration
of slaves into various aspects of life eventually led to a
radical change into the whole economic and social structure

of Pre-Islamic society.

The impact of this phenomenon can be demonstrated from
the poetry of those free poets, whose attitude towards
slavery was far from being sympathetic, 1in addition to the

poetry of the slave poets themselves.

Unfortunately very little of the poetry of those slave
poets themselves has survived. The surviving poetry of
those poets is particularly characterized by a sense of
agony which those poets actually experienced for being
slaves. Such poetry has been recorded by the most prominent
slave poets: the well-known Antarah and Suhbaim Abed Bani Al-

HasHas.
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