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Abstract
“Phonetics Approach for Arabs”

This study deals with the approach adopted by Arabs scientists in
studying sounds. The Arabs studied phonetics for the Arabs in terms of
its approach, and the phonetic effort according to a plan studying
phonetics for the Arabs. It is divided to three chapters.

The First Chapter is entitled the aural phonetics and it has two
sections: the first studies the sound, the bell, and the source of the second
and its elements. The second section studies the medium that conveys the
sound.

The Second Chapter is under the title of phonetics , the spoken
sounds and it also has two sections: the first consists of the organs of
speech, the phonetic alphabet and the deviation of sounds. The second
section studies pronunciation and its characteristics .

The title of the Third Chapter is functional phonetics and again it
includes two sections. The first section studies merging, replacing,
whereas the second section, deals with starting, stopping, harmony and
diphthongs.

The study has come to a number of results, the most important of
which are:

The Arab scientists followed an approach mixing
between transcription criterion in the interpretation of the
phonetic phenomena, and according to the available possibilities
in their field.

The phonetic material of phonetics for the Arabs has
come partial, and unconnected by an objective unity . Thus, it
was but scattered researches which never followed a perfect
plan to make its precise phenomena.

The works of the Arab scientists and their approach in
the field of phonetics revolve round a vital idea; that is,
knowing the core of phonetic phenomena and processing them
with deep intellectuality, based upon inductive analysis,
which itself depends on sensitive sense when it puts intlegental
capability and scientific experience.

The Arab scientists presented a lot of scientific and
applicable examples in studying phoetics such as the
resemblance made by Ibn Ginee pronunciation through mouth



or when musician puts his fingers on the flute. This of course ,
makes the sound different and make them interrupted.

The Arabs used some syntactic terms peculiar to them
such as pulling, dumping, stress and the transmitting to aural
aspect voiced, voiceless, stress, fiction, tongue tip, silence in the
spoken aspect; and merging, harmony the functional aspect.

The approach used by Arabs in interpreting some
phonetic phenomena was not exact, and it was predominated by
confusion which limited in collecting harmony phenomenon,
diphthong moreover, it depends on a false hypotheses.

Their approach in following the source of the sounds
was very meliculous . They followed it from the farthest outside
point, that in the farthest point in the mouth to the lips, that is
from the inside to the outside. For the modernist, it should be
vise versa.

The approach followed by Arabs in studying phonetics
was something peculiar to them, and it went on in line with their
realization and knowledge in studying the Arabic sciences.



