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Top Ten Languages Used in the Web - June 302016 
Number of Internet Users by Language 

 

TOP TEN 
LANGUAGES 

IN THE 
INTERNET 

Internet Users
by Language

Internet 
Penetration

(% 
Population)

Users 
Growth

in 
Internet
(2000 - 
2016) 

Internet Users 
% of World 

Total 
(Participation) 

World 
Population

for this 
Language

(2016 
Estimate)

English      

Chinese      

Spanish      

Arabic      

Portuguese      

Japanese 115111595 91. 0 % 144. 5 % 3. 2 % 126464583

Malay 109400982 37. 8 % 1809. 3 % 3. 0 % 289702633

Russian 103147691 70. 5 % 3227. 3 % 2. 9 % 146358055

French 102171481 25. 9 % 751. 5 % 2. 8 % 393892299

German 83825134 88. 3 % 204. 6 % 2. 3 % 94973855

TOP 10 
LANGUAGES 

2814329132 56. 6 % 848. 4 % 77. 9 % 4972343316

Rest of the Languages 797046681 33. 7 % 1141. 0 % 22. 1 % 2367750664

WORLD TOTAL 3611375813 49. 2 % 900. 4 % 100. 0 % 7340093980



 

 
 

NOTES: (1) Top Ten Languages Internet Stats were updated for June 30 2016. 
(2) Internet Penetration is the ratio between the sum of Internet users speaking 
a language and the total population estimate that speaks that specific language. 

data published by  (3) The most recent Internet usage information comes from
Nielsen OnlineInternational Telecommunications UnionGfKand other 

. U(4) World population information comes mainly from the . sourcesreliable 
(5) For definitions. Eurostatsand the  Census Bureau. Smethodology and 

on helpnavigati(6) These statistics may be . Site Surfing Guideplease see the 
citedInternet World stating the source and establishing an active link back to 

. StatsAll rights reserved . Miniwatts Marketing Group
worldwide 

 
Examples for interpretation of the data

- There are 277125947 Spanish speaking people using the Internetthis 
represents 7. 7 % of all the Internet users in the world

- Out of the estimated 94973855 persons in the world that speak German
88. 3 % use the Internet

- The number of Japanese Speaking Internet Users has grown 144. 5 % in the 
last sixteen years (2000-2016) 

Tallying the number of speakers of the world's languages is an increasingly 
complex taskparticularly with the push in many countries to teach English in 

their public schools. How many people can actually use the global language? 
David Graddol estimated a total of 750 million L1 (first or native language) plus 

 English ReportFuture of L2 (second or nth language) speakers of English in his 
(pdf document) for the British Council. One of our subscribersProf. Martin 



 

 
 

Schellwhich  Asian EnglishesBraj Kachru's new book . has reviewed Prof
claims that India and China combined have over half a billion "users" of English

Indeedmany people are bilingual or multilingualbut here we assign only one 
language per person in order to have all the language totals add up to the total 
world population (zero-sum approach). No adjustments have been made for 
infants or illiteracy in the Internet penetration rate calculations. Very few 

countries have 100% literacy. AustraliaDenmarkFinlandLiechtenstein
Luxembourg and Norway are six countries to mention. Regarding children

most are early Internet adopters (when and where children are given the chance 
to use a computer to surf the Web) 

Another very interesting fact is that the six official languages of the United 
Nations (ArabicChineseEnglishFrenchRussian and Spanish) are all 

included in the above Top Ten Internet languages table 
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