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Abstract

Relative Pronouns and Clauses in Arabic:

A Study in Morphology and Syntax
The Holy Qur’an as a model for application

Prepared by Mahmoud M.R. Al-Deeky
Supervised by Dr. Abdulhameed Al-Aqtash

This study treats the subject of relative pronouns in Arabic based on a
comparison between Arabic and other Semitic languages, The principles discussed in
the study are applied to the Holy Qur’an.in two areas:

First: A study was done of the origins and development of Arabic relative pronouns
by an examination of the internal structure of each pronoun including its phonetic and
morphological elements, and by searching in other Semiticlanguages for phonetic
elements common to relative pronouns and demonstrative pronouns in Arabic and the
other Semitic languages. A study was also done of Arabic dialects, including both
modern standard Arabic and colloquial Arabic; and what has been recorded on
relative pronouns by scholars of the Semitic languages. Attention was also given to
what have been termed the “common relative particles” in Arabic, namely, ma . man,
and “ay and the definite article. :

Second: The study examines the elements which make up relative clauses. that is, the
relative pronoun, the clause which follows and refers back to the relative pronoun and
its referent. and the referent itself (referred to in this study as the marji’). The qualities
of each element were examined with respect to definiteness and indefiniteness, the
position of the word in the sentence, and omission. Clarification was also made of the
conditions which a sentence must meet in order to be correct in relation to agreement,
intlectional endings, means of connecting the latter part of a sentence with its referent,
and meaning.

The study defines the concept and function of relative pronouns and lists the
relative pronouns in the Holy Qur'an with a calculation of their frequency of
occurrence in the various accepted Qur’anic readings. It also includes charts which
set forth the relative pronouns which appear in the Holy Qur’an, the grammatical
position each one occupies within a given sentence, and figures representing the
relative pronouns in the Semitic languages and in some of the ancient Arabic dialects.



