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ABSTRACT

BASMAH AL-NOSOOR'S Short stories
(objective and artistic Study)
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Professor Nabeel Hadad, Academic Advisor

SUMMARY:

The goal of this dissertation is to study the works of writer Basmah AL-Nosoor

is a Jordanian short story writer. This study will examine Mrs. AL-Nossor's work
from both the objective and artistic perspectives.
Basmabh el Nsour, born in Zarqga', is one of the renowned short story writers inside and
outside Jordan. She is considered to be among the early writers who ascertained the
short story genre in Jordan. Her efforts to renovate the Jordanian, both artistically and
thematically, short story are prominent. She is an active member in the cultural and
literary arena.

The reason why the researcher had chosen this subject originates from her earlier
interest in this genre and her former attempts to write her own short story. This
growing concern led the researcher to read more of this literary genre that eventually
introduced her to Basma el Nsour. In addition to the researcher's personal admiration
for such an outstanding writer, el Nsour's works were translated into Italian and are
being translated to Spanish as well. Her works were discussed in some theses.
Nevertheless, each thesis discussed one particular perspective and ignored others.
This thesis is an attempt to discuss el Nsour's short stories in a more comprehensive
manner, considering as many aspects of el Nsour's work as possible.

The researcher refers to a considerable amount of resources and references that
supplement the research. The researcher includes primary resources, referring back to
el Nsour's books, short stories, theses and personal interviews in an attempt to enrich
the research.

The very nature of this research along with the questions it generated resulted in
dividing it into an introduction, four chapters and a conclusion.

The introduction demonstrated the general outline of the research and
illustrates the structure and content of the four main chapters.

The first chapter stops at el Nsour's social and cultural background and how it
affected her writings. This chapter discusses el Nsour's own understanding of the
short story as a literary genre, based on her works, personal interviews and critical
theories that discusses the same issue. The chapter follows this with a comprehensive
discussion of other writers and critics from Basma el Nsour's works.

The second chapter can be divided into two major parts. The first part portrays
el Nsour's vision in her short stories and traces back the factors that contributed to the
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formation of this vision. The other part of this chapter tackles the recurrent themes in
el Nsour's short stories, which include woman's status in the community, what she
suffers from and man's role or position from what she endures. The second part of this
chapter depicts philosophical point of views related existentialism, nostalgia and the
controversiality of life and death. The final issue discussed in this part focuses on the
cause behind the exclusion of politics in el Nsour's works.

The third chapter explores the structure in el Nsour's short stories. It analyzes
the titles of her short stories and their connotations. This chapter studies the plot
structure in her short stories along with its development over the years. Methods of
characterization, the setting that contributed to the symbolic nature of el Nsour's short
stories are discussed in this chapter as well. This chapter dedicates part of it to stand
at el Nsour's style and creativity.

The fourth chapter traces the artistic development in el Nsour's works. It
demonstrates manifestations of modernism in her first collection. It also gives
examples of imitation in this collection. Then the chapters moves into aspects of
renewal and innovation in her works regarding the language uses, the narrator and his
or her point of view, the deliberate shortening of the stories. Then the chapter displays
the most important themes and questions that our writer presented in her.

Finally, the conclusion presents the final and most important findings that the

research resulted in, which will be of considerable help to other researchers interested
in el Nsour's works in particular or in the short story in general.
The nature of the phenomenon discussed in the research and the many questions it
created caused the researcher to base her analysis upon the social approach of
studying literature. This was of great help in depicting and analyzing the artistic
aspects in el Nsour's works.

At the end, the researcher tried her best in assembling references and resources for the
research; nevertheless, there are no enough studies on this subject. This imposed
certain constrictions on the research and the researcher at the same time. Eventually,
the researcher tried to cover up for the lack of resources using her own analysis of el
Nsour's short stories. However, the researcher does not claim perfectness, but aims at
it.



