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ABSTRACT

This study first discussed the term folk tale, through heritage and
folklore, and pointed out the difference between it and other folklore

literature, to point out its essence and importance.

This study pointed out the sources and origins of the folk tale, the
people. That includes men and women, educated and illiterate, the old man
and housewife. Then heritage books, i.e., one thousand one nights, seerat
bani Helal, and Zeer Salem. The study pointed out some of folk tale
origins, i.e., legends, and discussed some opinions of these legends, which
were slightly different about their origins. The researcher concluded the
right opinion, and that deciding the true origin requires intensive work,

enormous efforts, and a wide field.

The study pointed out types of folk tales, and classifications according
the basis of the subject, and classified it in Mafraq governorate into social

fact and sly tales.

It also discussed subjects of the folk tale through various aspects, i.e.,
social, humanitarian, moral, economic, political, fictitious, and fantasy.
Through that, the study pointed out the folk tale's role in culture, education,

psychological and social aspects.

Chapter three discussed the artistic structure of the folk tale in Mafraq,
and pointed out the artistic aspects, i.e., inception, indications, events,
character's nature, time and place frame, alighting moment, and folk tale
language. This elucidation was through folk tale's texts included in the

study.

The study balanced between the folk tale in Mafraq, and other folk
tale texts, and concluded to similarities and dissimilarities between these

texts. The study pointed out that all folk tales in the Jordanian
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environments are simple, with serial incidents in a clear mode; as similarity
is obvious and dissimilarity quite vanishes.

The study included an annex with folk tale texts in Mafraq, with
simple Arabic language that includes some folk utterance that preserves the
popularity and impulse of the folk tale, with some tales, as is, by the

narrators with its simple popular expression.



