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Some Notices on the Fundamental Rules of
Grammatical Argumentation

Abdul-Karém Al-As‘ad, Ph.D.,
Assistant  Professor, Arabic Department, College of Arts,
University of Riyadh, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

This work has an introduction about the difference between «saying

= qdwl» and «speaking = kilam» in arabic, according to Ibn-Djanui and
Ibn Hisham. Then follow the definitions of what is meant by grammatical
proofs; i.e. the Qoran, the Prophetical Oral Tradition «Hadith», the ancient
arabic literature, poetry and prose, the deduction from a correct arabic
pattern, the unanimity of speakers, the preference, the context, the trend of
the most obrrous and the rule by non-opposition.

The Value of everyone of these proofs is studied separately as well as
comparatively, and practical examples are given for each one.

The article gives also a number of discussions between grammarious
concerning some of these proofs, and the role of poetical licences in
grammatical proofs.

Another topic treated in this article is that concerning the conditions
necessary in poetry to be a linguistic, or a rhetoric proof.

The question of oral tradition related from the Prophet and used in this
field is discussed as well, since it was — and still is — a point of divergence
between scholars. The author’s point of view is shown here, accompanied
with prophetical texts. The author accords linguistic credit to these oral
traditions.

An explanation of the technical terms: «regular» and «exception» is given,
as well as the differences in methods and attitude between the two
grammatical schools of Basra and Kufa on this point.
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