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Cultural Referentialities of the Poetics’ in the Contemporary Arab Critiques
(Selected Samples)
Hanan Mohammed Saeed Al-Hallag

Supervised by: Dr. Mohammed Al-Shahat

Abstract

The Poetics is one of the most controversial terms of critique in the Arab arena; due
to its large number of transformations, concepts variety, and culture referential
diversity. Thus, we seek through this research to dig into the historical, philosophical
and cognitive accumulations that have contributed to the formation of the term in this
way or that, in the minds of theorists of different western critique theories, and then
search in the Arab receiving referentialities of the term. On the one hand, we try to
disclose the nature of cultural referentialities that contributed to the crystallization of
the term "Poetic" and allow it to gain its multiple concepts, and on the other hand, to
clarify the influence of these referentialities on the applications of contemporary Arab
critics, by studying a critique sample consisting mainly of three texts for the critics:
Kamal Abu Deeb, Salah Fadl, and Yomna EI-Eid. In addition to another group of
critics: Jamaluddin bin EI-Sheikh, Mohammed Muftah. And a final group of critic-
poets represented in: Mohammed Ali Saeed Esber (Adonis) and Mohamed Bennis.

Based on the researcher’s main objective, which seeks to detect the different cultural
referentialities of the "poetics™ between Western critique theories and Arabic critique
practices, as well as to clarify the extent of Arab critics’ commitment, or the extent of
their awareness of the main theoretical discourses of poetics when applying. The
methodology used in this research is an analytical methodology that uses a number of
mechanisms and systematic procedures such as, induction, derivation, and inference,
as well as some general methodological tools like, description and comparison, and
other different procedures that test the main researches hypothesis.

Our research could conclude an important result represented in the appearance of the
influence of cultural referentialities’ control in directing the concepts of "Poetics™ of
Western critics, which reflects their awareness of the importance of commitment to
cultural referentialities, and the importance of returning to them in understanding
various critique issues including the issue of the term. While Arab critics’ awareness
of cultural referentialities varied; some of them realized their importance and returned
to it in his wording of "poetics™ discourses, and was committed to these sayings when
practicing.

In my opinion, this study contributes to the enrichment of theoretical studies that will
motivate the Arab Gulf literary thesis, when it could be armed with a great objectivity
and a cultural-critical approach, because it deals with the new literature that produces

multiple social and cultural issues.

Key Words: Literary Criticism, Poetics, Cultural Referentiality of Literary Term
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