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(3) Hartwig Derenbourg. Le livre de Sibawayhi. Traité de grammaire arabe, par Sibotya,
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(1) Troupeau Gérard. Lexique-index du Kitab de Stbawayhi, Paris: Editions Klincksieck,
1976.

(2) Humbert Genevieve. Les voies de la transmission du Kitab de Sibawayhi, Leiden: E.
J. Brill, 1995.

(3) Ibid, P. 27.
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Alancing epistemic and codicological requisites in
receptions of Sibawayhi’s Book in Western studies:
A perspective on Geneviéve Humbert’s work.

Abstract:

The works of the researcher Genevieve Humbert play a central role in
shaping an awareness of the need for a new reception of Sibawayh’s book in
the light of the pivotal role that codicology could play in reconstructing the
ideal version of this seminal book. Humbert’s research involves an extensive
and accurate codicological and paleographic study of Stbawayh’s manuscript.
In fact, more than seventy versions of the manuscript coming from different
parts of the globe were investigated. Humbert subjected these numerous
versions of the manuscript to a historical classification, thus scrutinizing the
interrelationships existing between different versions based on their
similarities and differences at the level of the text and the different relayed
versions of the book in circulation in different Arabic and Islamic contexts.
Humbert’s primary objective was to pursue possible pathways conducive to
a scientifically accepted original text of Sbawayh’s book. The findings of her
research are extremely important and actually involve high stakes for the field
of Arabic grammar. This is especially true since her conclusions about
Sibawayh’s book, which has been critically edited by the eminent Arabic
grammarian ‘Abd al-salam Hariin and originally edited in the occident by
Hartwig Derenbourg, indicate that the book as we know it today might be
different from its original form. This finding in particular questions the
credibility of the scientific and academic conclusions in Arabic grammar built
on the scholarship around the aforementioned central versions of Stbawayh’s
book, as well as their offshoots.This calls for an urgent critical re-editing of
Sibawayh’s book through the lens of Codicology. However, this task seems
unattainable due to the stark dearth of codicological scholarship and studies
in research about manuscripts in Arab countries.
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