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The Symmetry of Grammatical Case in Sibawayhi's view-
The Article of «Twenty Dirhams’ in the Kitab of Sibawayhi»,

by M. Carter as an Example

Aisha Khudhr Ahmed
College of Education for Girls

Dept. of Arabic Language
Abstract

This study paper tackles the article by Michael G. Carter entitled (Twenty
Dirhams’ in the Kitab of Sibawayhi). The author followed the approach of
Sibawayhi in treating several grammatical and expressional questions in light
of the phrase 'Ishroon Dirhaman (twenty Dirhams), concluding the existence
of a symmetric range (similarity) in the grammatical case between this phrase
and the grammatical expressions one of which is that those expressions
structurally match ('Ishroon Dirhaman), in addition to that he found that
Sibawayhi considered this particular phrase an important evidence on some
grammatical principles regarding the function of Nunation i.e. the effect of
some part of the discourse on another and the relation between similarity and
conformity. The author concluded that Sibawayhi was an orderly thinker and
logically bound much more than his critics acknowledged and the subject of
('Ishroon Dirhaman) is a good example to that as it discusses the subject like
an Euclidean geometry theory, then implements that on a wide range of
grammatical questions in a way that gives us an instant deep look into the
methods of Sibawayhi, as well as an evidence to their correctness and
conformity. The orientalist, Carter, asserted that Sibawayhi's style in the
presentation of the questions that match this phrase is characterized by
contemplation which then transformed into mere didactic thinking at the later
grammarians, the thing which made this article an example on Sibawayhi's
approach in treating the grammatical questions.
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