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out using a lot of examples of the other meanings that used by the linguists and 
this is what make this dictionary specialized by using short usful explanation. 

 
 
Master Murtadha Al-Qizwini and his ideological and National Role in Modern 

Iraq. 
Dr. Salih Abbas Nasser Al-Taie 
Abstract 
Sayed Murtadha Al-Quizuini was born in karbalaian 1929. He was educated 

by the most famous religious scholars in his time.he became a preacher when he 
was twenty years old,and his speech represented the opposition again the ruling 
regimes in Iraq he stood  against the communist tide in Abaul Kareem Qasim 
days.he attacked the Abdulsalam secteriasm and he attacked Ahmad Huassan 
Albakr constitution.he was prisoned and immigrated out of Iraq then he went 
back to his place in Al Hussein holy shrine after thirty two years. 

 
 
The Role of the Honourable Hussein shrine in Modern Iraqi Political History 

1908 – 1933 
Assistant Instructor. Ahmed Baqer Alwan Al-Sharifi 
 
Introduction : the city of kabala is important in the eye of the Islamic world 

with have direct soul to the Imam AL- Hussein , son of imam Ali (p. b. u. h. ) . 
this image linked with the land , history and barb leant . All that inter pouted 
with the evolution against suffering . fervency and depression . these 
phenomena are visualized through the nation and international sensation stimuli 
or view as a solid stat . of the Islamic believer of the tomb of Imam Hussein who  
low the freedom and seeking the golden words thrown by Imam ( I will not give 
a slavery  hand shake ) . Therefore the research will be divided into sections , 
the first section deals with Imam Hussein holy shrine age 1908-1922 and the 
option of the political movements refined by kerrbala citizen during Osmani 
,British domain and revolutionary era l9l4 and the role of kerbala over the Iraqi 
revolution l920. the second chapter deal with the core political development 
during l922-l933 and the evasions come across the western border of iraq by the 
Arabia sacs, therefore the kerbalaies citizen  defense them selves and held 
meeting in the shrine of the imam in order to reach certain treaties in l930'. 

Also the research ascertain some topics concerning blockade  against the 
shiaa  that describes as their hostilities to ward the nation (reference book Al 
uruba  in the mezan) . 

The final section deals with recommendation and the references studies into 
the magazines periodicals concerning the imam al husan history and the 
Moslems , sheaa in particular 



 
Ahlulbait Jurnal 

 

48 

 Arabs in the past always lived in a very wide desert , to find a spring of 
water is exactly as finding a great treasure. since there was a scarcity of springs 
in the desert, Arabs depended on Rain & the times it fell, consequently , 
different terminologies refer to Rain.The present study deals with compiling 
terminologies of Rain ,origin of their naming& their meaning to the Arabs 
arranged according to the alphabet in the dictionary. It also explains what is 
used & what is left of these terminologies.The study concludes that rain has its 
own special names most of which are originally Arabic as found in most 
dictionaries. from ancestory as most words are used by Arabs in the desert 
today. 

 
 
Translation movement in Islamic Age: AHistoric Perspective. 
Assistant Instructor. Yasser Qizweeni Ha'eri 
 
This research prevails a nationwide studies of the historical movement of the 

translation scheme to praise the over - shaded contents of the shore sorts of the 
translation variations sectors . 

The research reckons to cover the overall aspects of the studies translations 
theory concerning the nature and the entity of the translation atmospheres . 

In other words . the translation theory could moves toward the historical 
point of views as a core of studies . 

Thus , the question could be raised , the Greece sciences , transmitted from 
Greek Language to Arabic Language which dives some good indications grounds 
of frameworks that basically written by the ex- post fact Assyrians , Aristotle 
translator that were derived from the Islamic doctrine there of . 

Therefore the question could be raised by the scholars , researcher to verify 
the method of the historical research satisfactory trend in the light of Islamic 
Rules glory to . 

Express the best methodological approaches across the whole of the ante – 
historical evolutionary process . 

 
 
Lexicon of Pleasure Vision in the Strange Method for Adil Abdul-Rahman Al-

Badri: Analytic Stady.  
Assistant Instructor. Muayyad Jasim Mohammed Hussein 
Conclusion 
(mu’jam nuzhat al nadger fei kahreeb al athar) by (adil Abadree rahman Al 

bakree) one of the dictionaries that related with specific kind of words in (Nahaj 
Albalagah)and the fourth shiates books which is:Alkafee ,men la yahderahu 
alfakeeh , tahtheeb al ahkam and al istibsar fiema iktalafa feeh al akbar. 

It ordered according to the alphabet orderas it is usual in other dictionaries 
by using the past tense of the word:alphabaticaally , with one explanation with 



 
No: 7 

 

47 

In order to complete the requirement of this study we prefer to divide this 
study of five themes , the first deals with the definition of advisory function , 
while the second include the bodies which exercise the advisory function , the 
third concern with the scope of advisory council and I the  limitations on it, the 
fourth include how the advisory council exercise the advisory function and the 
five specialized on the legal value to the opinion of the council in advisory field 
and before that preface to development of the rule of advisory function in 
council.    

 
 
Beginnings of Artistic Interaction Between form and content in Iraqi 

Novels 
Dr. Bagir Jawad Mohammed  
Abstract 
The Early of Artistic Reaction Between Form and Content in Iraqi Novel:  
Undoubtedly, discussing such a subject requires a stop at the early roots of 

the birth of this type of novel. The beginning date back to the second half of the 
sixth decade of the previous century. This would lead us, inevitably, to 
determined the subjective factors that led to its appearance as a new literary 
style that carries characteristic features in form and content that share particular 
artistic qualities, a thing that led us to claim they constitute the beginning of 
anew literary trend, we called this trend (The Realistic Modern Current) in the 
Iraqi novel.A lot still waiting for this current to arrive at the real historic and 
Psychological motives that stand behind it. 

 
 
Explanation of the word “Allah” 
Emad Jabbar Kadhim 
This study represents a dialogue between AL-sheikhe AL-bahrani and As-

sa,d AL-taftazani concerning interpreting the honourable word of Allah (the AL-
mighty) in the light of a deep-rooted scientific and objective approach. this 
approach includes: linguistic and mental advantages. It aims at proving the 
scientific ness of the honourable word of Allah in terms of hearing evidence , not 

by causality and logical analogyK 
 
Meanings of “Rain” 
Assistant Instructor. Salah Mahdi Jabir 
Abstrict  
Water is the essence of life in the desert as it is to every human being on the 

earth & as cited by Almighty Allah 
 ِآُلَّ أَوَلَمْ يَرَ الَّذِينَ آَفَرُوا أَنَّ السَّمَاوَاتِ وَالْأَرْضَ آَانَتَا رَتْقاً فَفَتَقْنَاهُمَا وَجَعَلْنَا مِنَ الْمَاء

  )٣٠:الانبياء( شَيْءٍ حَيٍّ أَفَلا يُؤْمِنُونَ
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Diwan of sheikh Muhsin Abou-Al-Hab Al-Kabeer: A poetic study 
Assistant prof Dr. Ali Kadhum Al-Maslawi 
Instructor. Kareema Noumas Al-Madani 
 
  Al – Kabeer is considered one of the most prominent Kerbalii poets at his 

period. moreover he was a bright arsator who devoted his talents to Al- hussin`s 
(pbu) cause manifesting its dimensions as well as its intsllectual revolutionary 
offerings:  

This research points out the literary rank of this write tackling Al – Taffiyat 
the most obrious work as well as his poetry of occasions and brotherhood. His 
awakening poems to the 12th Immam of hlu-al-bayt are referred to as well. his 
other poetic themes were ritha madih Hija ghazal wasf and hikma statistical 
tables are used to show the results of this research with a conclusion. 

 
 
 Direct foreign Investment: Advantages and Disadvantages. 
Assistant prof Dr. Kamal Abed Hamed Al-Ziyra 
Introduction  
Following the new world arena movement in the economical sector , we have 

been testified the overall integral development and its the global tends effect on 
the technological sought . these movements will be escalated up through the 
European institution like international trade organization , the (IMF) and the 
internahonl bank for construction and development . 

Thus there so many co-coordinative economic supportive like the 
European/Asian / NAFTA , all that flatting the soul development globalizations 
images which reflect the outcome generated from the economics era groundeg 
into the advanced capitalization trends . 

Therefore the multi international companes movement revolve about and 
around the economical globalization working onto the economical frame work 
between the nations , which give the right image . to the foreign investment 
entering in to the developed countries 

 
 
Consultation In Iraqi shura Council: A Comparative stady. 
Assistant Instructor. Sadiq Mohammad Ali Al-Husseini 
Abstract:  
The advises function represent one of the two basic function of state advises 

council beside the judicial function created by law no. (106) in 1989. according 
to this function the council work as a legal advisor to state dealing with support 
the state with legal opinions which show to state it legal way in addition to 
resolve the problem among its administration if happened in other side the 
council share in prepare and formulation of law projects which connect with 
public administration. this function suppose existing of body have the technical 
and scientific skills in its work. from this point appear the importance of advisory 
function in legal life of state.  
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Bases of social security in Islam and the techniques of achieving it. 
Dr. Muhsin BaqerAl-Qazvini 
According to the social justices in the recent arena , there is a huge 

revolutionary justification coverage , as a nation wide , about and around the 
human affairs. Therefore , we could state the social security which is the key 
factor needed for the individuals be to a safe side against the fears spring out 
from the bilateral Economics , social and political atmospheres . 

Thus , the governments motives nowadays , response to this atmospheres 
planning following the needs of the scholars , and most of the pioneers jims 
seeking to secure the social welfares and acceptable justices around the over all 
sectors . 

Therefore , following the above comments , we need an integral social 
security scheme would be a minor panacea to get rid of the censes of the fear , 
treats phenomena for our generation esteemed social life , which brought about 
the legislative authority consideration following what the mercy God and his 
apostles (p. u. them) said about the day to – day action and holy spirits praying 
subject matters . 

This indeed a very good indication media and well instruments for social 
security that recommended through the scholars , researchers and others to 
reach the well testaments . 

 
 
Law Meditations in Jurisdiction for Imam Ali (PBOH) 
Prof Dr. Abbas Al-Aboudi 
Legal Contemplations in thesis of Justice by Imam Ali (P.B.U.H)  
Imam Alis Thesis of Justice is considered one of the novel theses that have 

established the foundations of the Islamic Judicial system. Although there are 
some other theses that have taken part in this foundation, Imam Alis thesis is 
regarded one of the novelist and broadest theses in building this system. One 
cannot find this in other theses despite of the holiness that most Muslims show 
to the people who presented them. The superiority of this thesis has becomea 
fact that no one can deny. This does not seem a strange matter as the prophet 
Muhammed (P.B.U.H) stressed that Ali is the best Judge in my nation , that is, 
the Islamic nation. Imam Ali thesis has shown the characteristics that should be 
available in a Judge. He has also presented the appropriate means to safeguard 
justice. We hope that the Iraqi legislater take this thesis into consideration. 

 
 
 
 



<

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Summary of  

Arabic Researches 

In 

 English 

 

 



 
No: 7 

 

43 

punctuation mark, namely, the comma, the semi-colon, the colon, and the dash. 
After specifying Iraqi students’ errors in that area, the following percentages are 
calculated in relation to each mark: the dash(72%), the comma (63%), the semi-
colon(55%), and the colon (50%). 

 The errors committed in this area, can be classified into interlingual (the 
negative transfer of students’ mother-tongue on learning the target 
language),and teaching-related errors(faulty teaching techniques or materials). 
Finally , this area requires more attention from both teachers, syllabuses 
designers, and students.  

5. Recommendations 
 1. Punctuation marks in English should be given more attention from both 

textbooks and teachers at the university level. 
2. Non-ending punctuation marks should be given more attention when 

teaching English composition by shedding some light on its characteristics and 
use. 

 3. A contrastive analysis can be made in relation to punctuation marks in 
English and Arabic, to point out the similarities and differences in that exist 
between the two languages.  

4. An error analysis should be made in relation to other types of punctuation 
marks on Iraqi students of English. 
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differs in two aspects. In English, the semi-colon also separates between 
phrases or clauses in a series, where commas are also used(see Soles p.114). 
In addition, the semi-colon differs also in shape in the two languages. In English 
it is(;), while in Arabic it is ( ). 

1.3.1.3 The dash: 
 According to the analysis made, the dash is the most problematic mark. Iraqi 

students are not aware of the use of that mark in English, but they use their 
knowledge acquired from the mother-tongue in dealing with it. Particularly, in 
numbering,( between the number and the item numbered). 

1.3.1.4 The colon: 
Although this mark is similar in both languages in shape, it may cause 

difficulty to students, due to the differences in use. In Arabic, it is mainly used to 
separate between the saying and the person who said that in writing a 
conversation , and in separating parts of a sentence in order to be made clear. 
Students’ negative effect of the mother-tongue is clear dealing with the colon, 
since they use it with speeches or sayings instead of using the quotation marks. 

2.3Context of Learning 
Brown (2000:226) states that this type of error refers to the classroom 

situation with (the teacher and materials). In a classroom context, the teacher or 
the textbook can lead the learner to make faulty hypotheses about the language. 
Students often make errors because of misleading explanation from the teacher, 
faulty presentation of a structure or word in a textbook.  

So, as far as non-ending punctuation marks is concerned, the classroom 
situation is a vital factor. Most of the Iraqi intermediate schools pay less attention 
to the rules of punctuation in Arabic, and how it is similar or different from other 
languages like English. Furthermore, in the university level, Punctuation marks, 
particularly, non-ending ones, are not given much attention. Teachers often 
concentrate on the ending ones rather than the non-ending, as being more 
important. 

In addition, English syllabuses pay less attention to punctuation marks in their 
courses of study. Iraqi students often study these marks thoroughly in first year 
only unseparately; being accompanied with comprehension course. While the 
comprehension course is given for two years(first and second year), the 
composition course is limited for one year.  

4. Conclusions  
 To sum up, punctuation marks are essential to make written texts 

understandable. Punctuation marks in English can be divided into three groups. 
ending, non-ending, and inclosing punctuation marks. However, this paper has 
focused on non-ending ones for limitation. English has four non-ending 
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1. Interlingual transfer: this class of errors is known also as errors of 
negative transfer from the mother-tongue. 

2. Intralingual transfer: overgeneralization of the rules of the target language, 
i.e., the errors that result from the learning process. 

3. Context of learning: this class of errors is assigned to faulty teaching 
techniques or materials.  

 Errors interpretation 
 After identifying and categorizing students’ errors, a description of the 

possible factors that caused them could be presented. Errors identified within 
this area ( non-ending punctuation marks) can be classified into interlingual and 
errors related to the context of learning. Intralingual errors cannot be traced 
within this area.  

Interlingual Transfer 
 Interlingual transfer is a significant source of error for all learners, specially in 

early stages of learning a foreign language. In this stage, learners have the 
native language as the only linguistic system which they make use of in learning 
and practicing the target language(ibid). However, transferring linguistic 
knowledge from the mother-tongue to the target language is not always useful, 
due to the similarities and differences they exist among languages. Similar 
aspects between languages will positively affect learning, and this is called as 
positive transfer, while different aspects will cause difficulty to learners and this is 
called negative transfer.  

Within the area of punctuation marks, particularly non-ending ones, errors 
associated with the use of the comma, the semi-colon, and the dash are all 
Interlingual.  

 1.3.1.1 The Comma: 
 its use in English is almost different form its use in students’ mother-

tongue(Arabic). In Arabic it is used to serve two purposes,1) separating two 
small sentences related in meaning, and in the vocative( see kitbul emlaá, 
issued by the Iraqi Ministry of Education, for the intermediate stage, published in 
2003). Furthermore, as far as shape is concerned, the comma is written 
differently(in comparison with English). In English it is written this way (,), while in 
Arabic ( ). 

 1.3.1.2 The semi-colon: 
 This mark is less problematic than the comma, since it may resemble the 

semi-colon in students’ mother- tongue(Arabic). In Arabic, the semi-colon serves 
one major use; it separates between two but related sentences. However, it 
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12. She eats something from each group-protein, dairy, fruits and vegetables, 
and grains-at every meal. (ibid)  

 Furthermore, Shaw (1986:149) recognizes two more uses for the dash: 
a. The dash is used to introduce a word or words wished to be emphasized 

(as in 13). Either a colon or a comma can be used in such constructions, but the 
dash adds emphasis. 

 13. There is only one thing he needs for his complete happiness- love. 
b. It can be used to indicate omission of letters and words and to connect 

combinations of letters and figures(as in 14). However, a hyphen can be used 
instead in typing or handwriting. 

14. Representative B--was an excellent orator. (ibid) 
 2. Source of Errors 
 The data analysed in the paper is all taken from monthly and final exams of 

Iraqi students of English on composition and comprehension topic.( department 
of English, College of Education, University of Kerbala, for the academic year 
2006/ 2007) 

 Students’ level selected is first year, because in that level Iraqi students are 
supposed to get the largest amount of knowledge concerning punctuation marks 
in English.  

3.Errors Analysis  
Brown (2000:216) states that human learning is essentially a process that 

involves the making of errors. Misjudgements and erroneous assumptions form 
an important aspect of learning in any target language.  

 Ellis(1999:68) asserts that investigating learners’ errors serves two major 
purposes:  

1. It provides data from which inferences about the nature of language 
learning process can be made. 

2. It indicates to teachers and curriculum developers which part of the target 
language learners find difficult to produce correctly.  

 
S. P. Corder(1967:160) states that there is a difference between mistakes 

and errors. Mistakes are slips of the tongue and are not systematic because they 
are performance failures done by all speakers.  

Errors on the other hand, are systematic which reflect the 
learners’ competence. 

 
Generally, Brown (2000:224) asserts that all studies of error analysis identify 

three principal causes for errors.  
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The Semi-colon  
The semi-colon is a mark of separation, or division. It is never used to 

introduced, enclose, or end a statement. It is considered a stronger mark than 
the comma, indicating a greater break or longer pause between sentence 
elements(Shaw,1986: 142). Quirk et al (1987:1622) and Soles(2005: 114) 
specified two uses for the semi-colon. 

A. It is used to separate two complete but related sentences. For example:  
 8. On one side of the street were protesters who wanted the child returned to 

his father in Cuba; on the other side were protesters who insisted the child be 
allowed to stay in the country. (Soles,2005:114) 

B. It is used to separate phrases or clauses in a series when there are 
commas within those phrases or clauses. In the following sentence, two of the 
  you want clauses contain commas, which is why the clauses are separated from 
each other by semi-colon:  

9. You want your essay to be well organized; you want your sentences within 
your paragraphs and your paragraphs with the essay to be logically connected, 
in other words, to cohere; you want your diction to be accurate and appropriate; 
you want to avoid errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation; and you want 
your prose to be concise. (ibid) 

The Colon 
The colon indicates a longer pause in comparison with the comma and semi-

colon. Shaw(1986: 145) asserts that the main purpose of the colon is to tell the 
reader to notice what is coming. It signals that the next group of words will 
provide a further explanation or illustration of what has been said: 

10. Brighton is a long way away: 184kilometres to be exact. (Soles,2005: 
114).  

In addition, the colon can be used to precede a formal list of items, often 
preceded by its verbal equivalents for example, namely. For example: 

I. birth certificate 
II. passport 

III. correct fee (Quirk, 1987:1621). 
1.4 The Dash 
 The dash is most often used to indicate a sudden interruption in thought. It 

gives a certain sense of surprise or emotional tone in written 
English(Shaw,1986:148). 

11. Students can also pay for a database search-if they want to waste their 
time and money. (shift in thought ) (Soles,2005:116) 
 Soles (ibid) states that the dash is mainly used to enclose a non-restrictive word 

group that contains commas: 
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monthly and final exams in English comprehension and composition, as a 
natural sample.  

 
1. Non-Ending Punctuation Marks 
 This group includes marks that come within the sentence without giving a 

sense of being ended, i.e., separating one part of a sentence from the next part. 
This group includes the comma (,), the semicolon (;), the colon (:), and the dash 
(-)Soles(2005: 110).  

 
The Comma  
 It is the most frequently used of all punctuation marks in English composition, 

due to its flexibility. The comma indicates a short pause being used to make 
written sentences clearer and more effective (being equal to pauses and 
variations of voice pitch in speaking)(Swannel, 1993:1282). However, placing the 
comma in the sentence is quite meaningful. Consider the following: 

2. When the lightning struck, John Smith scared. 
3. When the lightning struck John , Smith scared. (ibid) 
It is clear that placing the comma in different positions changes the meaning 

of the sentences. Sentence (1) can be rewritten as: 
a. John Smith scared when the lightning struck. But sentence (b) has 

completely different meaning: 
b. Smith scared when the lightning struck John.  

 Quirk etal (1987: 1611) and Soles (2005:111) have presented four major uses for 
the comma. 

A. The comma comes before a coordinating conjunction in a compound 
sentence. For example: 

4. The topic sentence should contain the main ideas of the paragraph, and 
the other sentences should develop the main idea.(Soles, 2005:111). 

B. It separates a non-restrictive word, phrase, or clause from the rest of the 
sentence(a non-restrictive element is the one that is not essential to the meaning 
of the sentence). 

5. John Mckay, who lives across the street, is the local pharmacist. (Shaw, 
1986:154). 

 C. It separates two or more adjectives when they equally modify the same 
noun, for example:  

6. I bought an old, dilapidated chair and a new, ugly, badly faded rug.(ibid). 
D. The comma can be used to separate words, phrases, or clauses, in a 

series:  
7. In this chapter, we are learning the uses of the full stop, the comma, the 

semi-colon, the colon, and the dash. (Soles,2005:113) 
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Analysing Difficulties Faced by Iraqi Students of English in 

Using Non-Ending Punctuation Marks 

 Zaydun Jawad Inhayer 
 

 In speaking, the message meant can be made clear by changing the tone of 
the voice, by pausing, or by gestures. Speaking for three minutes, for instance, 
without pausing or changing tone will make the message understandable. Also, 
in writing putting words all together without ever indicating where pauses should 
be, makes expressing thoughts impossible. Thus, it is necessary to use signs 
and symbols to make meanings clear. These symbols, commonly, called 
punctuation marks. These marks are essential, since they supplement the 
meanings of words. Every punctuation mark used means something. Some of 
the symbols indicate that the end of a sentence is reached; others separate one 
part of a sentence from the next part. Quirk et al (1987: 1610) state the 
punctuation system serves two board purposes: separation and specification. 
The former, means that punctuation marks separate units that are in simple 
linear relation to each other(units in series); for example, a space separates two 
successive words or sentences, or it indicates the beginning or the end of an 
included unit, a unit which is inserted within some larger units; for example 

1. He is, I think, a teacher.(ibid) 
The latter means that punctuation system specifies a grammatical, semantic 

or pragmatic function to the sentence in addition to the marking of separation. So 
the apostrophe in the reader’s specifies the ending as genitive in contrast to the 
identical plural in the readers.  

 
 Punctuation marks in English can be divided into three groups. Ending, non-

ending, and inclosing punctuation marks. It is assumed that Iraqi students of 
English often face difficulties in using punctuation marks. However, this paper 
will exclusively focus on non-ending punctuation marks. The paper will focus on 
analysing students’ answers in that area (non-ending punctuation marks) in 
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This article has centered on culture in foreign language teaching and learning 
in an effort to provide an understanding of culture in foreign language 
education. 

Culture must be fully incorporated as a vital component of language learning 
.Foreign language teachers should use key cultural items in every aspect of the 
language only if cultural issues are an inherent part of the curriculum. 

 While inserting 'culture' in the curriculum and using textbooks having 
cultural content , teachers should be aware of the factors such as socio-cultural 
information, learners' needs, stereotypes ,generalizations and intercultural 
communication. Before using any source of cultural content such as textbooks 
,teachers should take these factors into consideration and analyze the material 
to understand whether it is appropriate for their learners and whether it tries to 
impose specific cultural information on the learners. 

 Language teachers must attach the same value to culture as to each of 
the four language skills, listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

At last language itself is already culture, and therefore it is something of moot 
point to talk about the inclusion or exclusion of culture in a foreign language 
curriculum. 
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1- Quizzes:- 
  Quizzes can be used to test materials that teachers have previously 

taught and are also useful in language new information. For example: 
 With a partner, answer true or false to the following:- 

a. The statue of liberty is in loss Anglos. 
b. The United Kingdom includes the republic of Ireland. 
c. The population of Britain is less than that of Iraq. 

Teacher should ask the students to answer the questions in pairs or groups, 
because they will share their existing knowledge and common sense to give 
answers. 

 
2- Reformulation:-  
Reformulation means: explain what you just learned to your partner in your 

own words. It is a very simple technique, but has proved very successful for 

learning both culture and language. When students have read an activity or 
listened to a story, teachers may like to use reformulation to allow the students 
to check what they have learned and to reinforce it by retelling it to a partner 
(Cullen, 2007:3). 

3- Prediction: 
Prediction can engage the students more actively. For example, when a 

teacher is telling a story, he can stop at a certain point and ask the students to 
predict how it will continue .This will force them to review their existing 
knowledge and raise their curiosity about whether their prediction is correct or 
not. 

4- proverbs:- 
Discussion of common proverbs in the target language could focus on how 

the proverbs are different from or similar to proverbs in the students' native 
language, and how differences might undercourse historical and cultural 
background.  

5- Culture Capsules:- 
Students can be presented with objects (e.g. figurines , jewelry, art)or 

images that originate from the target culture .The students are then responsible 
for finding information about the item in question , either by conducting 
research or by being given clues to investigate (Peterson et.al , 2007:3). 

Of course there are many other activities that be used to introduce culture 
content in the classroom .This depends on the teacher and the students 
themselves. 

Conclusion:- 
Language and culture are inextricably linked, and as such we might think 

about moving away from questions about the inclusion or exclusion of culture in 
a foreign language curriculum. 
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2. Teaching culture as an interpersonal process ,i.e. to present not only 
cultural facts in a structural way ,but to present understanding 
processes ,values , beliefs ,or attitudes .  

3. Teaching culture as difference, i.e. culture is not only national traits, but 
race, gender, social class, etc. 

4. Crossing disciplinary boundaries. In order to carry out this approach, 
teachers need to have wider knowledge on subjects related to culture 
such as ethnography, psychology, sociology, or sociolinguistics. 

 Thus language teachers must list culture as one of the five principal 
objectives of foreign language study ,I.e. attaching the same value to culture as 
to each of the four language skills listening ,speaking ,reading and writing . 

How do teachers teach culture? 
Most standard foreign language activities can be easily adapted for use in the 

culture classroom .The most important points is to ensure that the students are 
active engaged in the target culture and language. 

Cultural activates should be carefully organized and incorporated into lesson 
plans to enrich the teaching content. 

Some ideas for presenting culture in the classroom are described below  

Information sources: 
In order to get a comprehensive picture of the target culture, teachers need 

to present their students with different kinds of information which can be used 
as materials for teaching culture. 

Some of these sources are:- 
- Video  
- Cds 
- Readings  
- Internet  
- Newspapers  
- Relia 
- Fieldwork 
- Guest speakers 
- Anecdotes  
- Souvenirs  
- Photographs 
- Literature 

 Discussion Activities: - 
Besides that students need some preparatory activities with clear goals some 

of these activities are: 
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Edelhoff (in Ojeda , 2001:5) presents the following points to have into 
account by foreign language teachers for intercultural teaching : 

1. Teachers must aquire knowledge about cultural history and context of the 
foreign language target community. 

2. Teacher must acquire knowledge of their own cultures and the way they 
are perceived by others. 

3. Teachers must know the constraints of language and the use of it by 
foreign speakers ,and the way to avoid wrong interpretations. 

4. Teachers must have communication skills for negotiation in the classroom 
and in international communication in the own country and others. 

5. Teacher must be ready to consider the way they are preceirved by others 
and be curious about knowing more about themselves and about others.  

6. Teacher must be ready to share meanings, experiences and feelings with 
their students and with people of other cultures. 

 Muir (2007:3) says that teachers are "ambassadors of culture" but he adds 
that most teachers in high schools do not have much knowledge of the target 
culture. They even don't have a systematic study about the source culture 
.Constantly; the way of teaching is not solely influenced by their professional 
training but also by their culture of learning. 

 Incorporation of culture into the class: 
The ideal is to develop language classes in which basic cultural information is 

integrated systematically and completely into the course content. However, until 
cultural materials become available , language teachers will have to be 
responsible for incorporating as much culture as possible for their classes while 
continuing to use language– based texts. 

But how teachers incorporate culture into the class? Most linguists agree that 
culture must be thought implicitly. i.e. .culture is embedded in the linguistics 
forms that students are learning .To make students aware of the cultural 
features reflected the language, teachers can make those cultural features a 
topic of discussion in relation to the linguistic forms being studied ( Peterson 
et.al ,2007:1) . 

How much time should be spent teaching culture? The point is that the 
amount of culture introduced is not so important as the degree of familiarity the 
students have with the foreign culture at the end of the course besides the daily 
culture topics should be short and the concise (Chastain, 1988: 306). 

Kramsch (in Ojeda ,2007:4) summarizes four main premises of culture which 
are to be considered in education: 

1. Establishing an sphere of interculturality, i.e. to relate first culture to 
foreign culture and to reflect on conceptions of first culture and 
foreign culture.  
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Byram et.al (1998: 12) support what is said indicating that intercultural 
communicative competence entails an understanding of the differences in 
international norms between different speech communities and and ability to 
"reconcile or mediate between different modes present "  

Intercultural language learning seeks two basic principles: 
1. Every language and culture are inseparable. 
2. People are unique in expressing their own culture and in responding to 

another culture. 
We can conclude that intercultural language learning takes the following 

issues into consideration : 
1. Successful bilingual teachers with intercultural insights and knowledge.  
2. An awareness of differences and strategies for coping with such 

differences. 
3. Global and local speakers of English. 
4. Materials related to familiar and international context. 
5. Discourse samples related to native-nonnative, nonnative –nonnative 

speakers. 
6. Interactions. 

So the features of this new trend can be grouped into knowledge, skills, 
attitudes and cultural awareness.  

The cultural preparation of foreign language teachers: 
Teaching culture is considered important by most teachers but it has 

remained insubstantial and sporadic in most language classrooms. 
Omaggio (1993:357) present several reasons for this including lack of time, 

uncertainty about which aspects of culture to teach and lack of practical 
techniques. 

The well- prepared teachers must have a high degree of independence and 
linguistic understanding. There are two sides to linguistic understanding: 
scientific knowledge of the structure of both the foreign and the native 
language. The teacher of any foreign language must have a well rounded 
knowledge of the culture or cultures represented by his students. 

Teachers should make the learners learn about the cultures and why certain 
things happen in other cultures. They should not try to make their learners think 
or become like people in the cultures presented .they should not give the idea 
that one's own culture is better than the target culture or vice versa. They 
should point out that cultures differ. 

For intercultural language teaching, there is not a unique model to be 
reproduced in the every praxis .what is more important is to foster the role of 
the teacher as an attitude-mediator which certainly implies the power to 
influence students .The teacher can thus be seen as one of the most important 
figures for pre-adult new comers to a new society. 
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culture of the language ,so to speak a language well , one has to be able to 
think in that language ,and since the elementary meaning units of the native 
language are different from those of the foreign language , so the study of the 
cultural content of the foreign language through the native language of the 
student gives him no experience in understanding the elementary meaning units 
of the foreign culture. He merely learns about the foreign culture in terms of the 
cultural units of his native culture. Furthermore, information about the foreign 
culture given in native language books tends to be presented from the point of 
view of the native culture of the student. 

The only way we suggest is to learn cultural content through the foreign 
language. The language teacher teaches a language and the cultural content of 
that language. This will not only distinguish the elementary meaning units of the 
foreign culture but will give the students freedom to develop their understanding 
of the foreign culture independently according to their interests (ibid: 162; Tang, 
2007:2). 

To conclude we must admit that language teaching is indeed culture 
teaching. 

Intercultural Language Learning: 
In resent times, intercultural has become an increasingly important 

component in English as a foreign language area. 
Intercultural language learning is an attempt to raise student's awareness of 

their own culture, and help them to interpret and understand other cultures .In 
this method, no specific culture has been paid attention, but a variety of cultures 
has been included in the curriculum . 

Ojeda ( 2001:2) state that cultural awareness is of paramount importance for 
the notion of intercultural communicative competence. This new concept implies 
understanding of both first language and foreign language cultural systems. 

So the aim of intercultural language learning is to develop with learners an 
understanding of their own language (s) and culture (s) in relation to an 
additional language and culture. It is a dialogue that allows for reaching a 
common ground for negotiation to take place, and where variable points of view 
are recognized, mediated and accepted. It involves the learner in the ongoing 
transformation of the self, his /her ability to communicate, to understand 
communication within one's own and a cross language and cultures and to 
develop the capability for ongoing reflection and learning about language and 
cultures. 

Paige et.al. (1999) provide a useful working definition of culture learning 
.They state that culture learning is the process of acquiring the culture- specific 
and culture general knowledge, skills and attitudes required for effective 
communication and interaction with individuals from other cultures. It is a 
dynamic, developmental and on-going process which engages the learner 
cognitively, behaviorally, and affectively (Research center; 2007:20)  



 
No: 7 

 

27 

Yule (1996:246) asserts the foregoing discussion by saying it has become 
clear that different groups not only have different languages, they also have 
different world views which are reflected in their languages. 

To end with Lado (1964:23) who insists "that language does not develop in a 
vacum. A language is part of the culture of a people and the chief means by 
which the members of a society communicate". Therefore, according to Lado, a 
language is both a component of culture and a central network through which 
the other components are expressed . 

Language Teaching is Culture Teaching:  
According to the arguments put forth, people in different language groups 

view the world in a deferent manner because their language causes them to see 
the world from a different perspective and to interpret it in ways consistent with 
their language. 

To learn a foreign language is not merely to learn how to communicate but 
also to discover how much the target language allows learners to manipulate a 
certain system of ideas that involves a particular articulation and structure of the 
world. This is what is called the "inner form" of a language (Palmer, 1972:374).  

Culture and communication are inseparable because culture not only dictates 
who talks to whom , about what , and how the communication proceeds , it also 
helps to determine how people encode messages , the meanings they have for 
messages ,and the conditions and circumstances under which various messages 
may or may not be sent, noticed or interpreted. So culture is the foundation of 
communication (Clouston , 2007:3). 

When a student learns a foreign language, he or she is not only learning an 
isolated system of linguistic symbols, but a cultural system which leads people to 
a metaphorical intercultural sphere. Subsequently, learners will develop a series 
of intercultural skills and abilities which will allow them to open to the world , to 
new language and new cultures (Ojeda,2001 :4) 

Brown (1980:128) goes with Ojeda saying that foreign language learning in 
some respects involves the acquisition of a social identity .So foreign language 
learning is often foreign culture learning. 

 
From the foreign, we are sure that language learning is culture learning, and 

in one form or another, culture has, even implicitly, been taught in the foreign 
language classroom, so by teaching a language, one is inevitably already 
teaching culture implicitly. So the language teacher does in fact teach culture 
when he teaches a language and since in teaching a language he must touch 
upon the culture content that language serves to communicate, he should 
welcome the information and understanding that the cultural study of man 
supplies (Nasr ,1972 :157). 

However, we know that all language come with some cultural associations 
attached. By speaking the language,one automatically aligns oneself with the 
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 Culture is a term with a considerable extension. It is learned and shared by 
members of a group and facilitate human interactions. It concentrates on 
reflecting almost all aspect of human civilization. In a narrow sense, culture 
contains customs, living patterns, social organizations, inter-relations, etc, and it 
is regarded as a series of traits. Culture is concept that is learned and 
transmitted through communication and learning. 

Culture is a common agreement between the members of a community on 
the values, norms, roles expectations and meanings which guide the behavour 
and communication of the members. Furthermore, it includes the deeds and 
products which result from the interaction between the members (kaikkonen 
,1997 :49). 

 Hudson (1980:74) state that " a society's culture consists of whatever it is 
one has to know or believe in order to operate in a manner acceptable to its 
members " and to do so in any role that they accept for any one of themselves 
That knowledge is socially acquired, the necessary behaviors are learned and do 
not come from any kind of genetic endowment (kilickaya ,2007 :1). 

 Samovar and Porter define culture as " the cumulative deposit of knowledge 
, experience , beliefs , values , attitudes , meaning ,hierarchies, religion , notion 
of time , spatial relations , concepts of the universe and material objects and 
possessions acquired by a group of people in the course of generations through 
individual and group striving " (Meloni :2007:1). 

 In broad terms, culture can be divided into: 
1-High culture, including politics, philosophy, education, literature, art, etc. 
2-Deep culture , including sense of value , made of thinking , code of conduct 

, religious beliefs , criterion of morality , etc ;  
3- Popular culture, including the patterns of customs, ceremony and propriety 

of social contact, way of life, family patterns and even concrete catering culture. 
Tea culture. Football culture, etc. (Muir, 2007:1). 

 
One long standing claim concerning the relationship between language and 

culture is that the culture of a people finds reflection in the language they 
employ , so cultural requirements do not determine the structure of a language , 
but they certainly influence how a language is used and perhaps determine why 
specific bits and pieces are the way they are (wardhaugh , 1986:212). 

Language and culture are inexorably intertwined .Our language reflects and 
reinforces our cultural patterns and value systems. A culture and the language 
used by it are inseparable .The language is a product of the culture, but 
simultaneously the culture is shaped by how the language allows us to view it. 
So language and culture reinforce each other (Byrne, 1980:xx111). 

Also Berman (2002:5) states that languages are embedded in cultures and 
are born in cultures. 

So the relation of language to culture is then a relation of part to whole, they 
are interdependent(Dechert and Kastener ,2007:1 ;Muir ,2007: 2). 
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Culture  In Forelgn Language Teaching 

By: Mohsin Ali Shreeb 
Abstract 
Any language is embedded in a particular culture and when you learn a 

language you inevitably learn about its underlying culture . 
It would appear that the question of 'culture' is often relegated to the end of 

a language teaching plan. It seems as if it were always something of a bonus if 
the teacher manages to find time to introduce a bit of the culture of the foreign 
language into the classroom. 

Language and culture: introduction 
Most English language teachers in Iraq do not have much knowledge of the 

target culture of the language they teach. 
They consider target language isolated beyond its culture. They, therefore, 

stress the interdependence of language and culture. 
 Before I go further, the words "language "and "culture" must be defined and 

their relationship must be justified. 
 Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols which permit all people in a 

given culture, or other people who have learned the system of that culture, to 
use it in human communication (Finocchiaro, 1964:8; Brown, 1987:4). 

 Language is a set of acquired knowledge system that is built up through the 
touch of social environment .Every language is corresponding with a given 
culture and is part of the culture .To a great extent, the structures, patterns and 
meaning of any language are influenced and restricted by a specified cultural 
concept. Therefore, the same words or expressions may not mean the same 
things to different people, which may lead to misunderstandings .As such, 
language, can not but serve and reflect culture needs(googluck ,2007: 1; 
Finocchiaro,1964 :9-11). 

 So "what is culture?"  
Nemini (1992) and street (1993) agree that it is no easy to answer a question 

such as mentioned above . Krobeber and kluckohn (1954) finds over three 
hundred definitions of culture in their study (Clouston ,2007 :4). 
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                                                                  Theme               Rheme              
Tone 

1. The man does not like sweats. 
2. In the garden I met him. 
3.1 met the man. 
4. Finally, I dropped my gun. 
5. In a minute, I'll see him. 
6. Rich he is. 
7.1 gave Ali a book. 
8.1 do not know your name. 
9. Come here. 
10. Where do you spend your holidays? I said 
11. Does he travel abroad? 
12. John, Bartley and Alexander went to Canada. 
13. It is Linda who saw the crime. 
14. The man who was there is my friend. 
15. You are students. Aren't you? 
16. John, come here. 
17. Nevertheless, you might come. 
18. They elected him chairman. 
19. The bull was hit by Ali. 
20. No one else was here. 

Appendix (4): Some   Phonetic and Phonological Symbols 
 
' primary stress. 
Secondary stress. 
' 
\.Fall Tone 
/ Rise Tone 
- Level Tone 
v Fall.rise Tone 
٨ Rise. fall Tone 
//  // Tone-unit boundaries. 

Note  
 1 The jury includes: Dr. Ala'H. Oda (Assis. Prof. )2. Dr. HashimA. Hussain (Assis. Prof. 
) 3. Dr.Abdul Hameed Nasir (Assis. Prof.) 4. Abdul Kareem Lazim (Assis. Prof ) 5. 
KAadum K. Ali (Assis. Prof).
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Rheme(s)                                                     Rh(s) 
Static   '                                                       Stat 
Subjective Complement                               Cs 
Subject(s)-(doers of the action)                Sub(s) 
Theme(s)                                                  Th(s) 
Third Female Subjects                             TFSs 
Third Male Subjects                                 TMSs 

 

Appendix (2): A Copy of the Recognition Test 
Note: Pinpoint the themes and rhemes of and the tones used with the 

following: 
                                                                              Theme             Rheme         

Tone 
 
1.  Men should behave morally. 
2.  In the bus, I met him. 
3.  What pleasure is his happiness? 
4.   Fortunately, the rain falls. 
5.  For a while, I stayed there. 
6.  Joe he is. 
7. He gave me an umbrella. 
8.  He escaped at night. 
9.  Stop your car. 
10. Show me your ID. 
11. Do you like ice- cream? 
12. All the boys and the girls are happy. 
13. It is worthy of spending time on. 
14. The lady whom you saw in the party died in a car accident. 
15. You answer seriously. Don't you? 
16. Jackdean, be a good girl. 
17. Wherever you go, I'll go. 
18. He seems tired. 
19. The boy was hit in the match. 
20. Neither the teacher nor the headmaster attended the party. 

Appendix (3): A Copy of the Production Test 
 
Note: Pinpoint the themes and rhemes, and the tones used with the following: 
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-____. (1970). A Course in Spoken English: Intonation. Oxford: OUP. 
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-Huddleston, R. (1977), An Introduction to English Transformational Syntax. 

London: Longman. 
-Kempson, R. M.(1980). Semantic Theory. Cambridge: CUP. 
-Kress, Q. (Ed) (1976). Halliday: System and Function in Language. London: 

OUP. 
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Faber. 
-Merely; G. D. (1985). An Introduction to Systemic Grammar. London; 

Macmillan. 
-0'connor,J. D. and Arnold, G. F. (1973), Intonation of  Colloquial English. 

London: Longman. 
-Palmer, F. R. (1988). Semantics. 2nd Ed. Cambridge: CUP. 
-Quirk, R. and Greenbaum, S. (1983). A University Grammar of    English. 
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Appendix (1): A List of Abbreviations 
Adjective                                                Adj 
Adverb(ial)                                             Adv 
Complement                                            C 
Correct                                                    CO 
Direct Object                                             Od 
Direct Objective Complement                  OdC 
English as a Foreign Language                  EFL 
Fourth Female Subjects                             FFSs 
Fourth Male Subjects                                FMSs 
Incorrect                                                    Inc 
Indirect Object                                           Oi 
Intensive                                                    intens 
Noun (Nominal)                                          N 
 
 Objective Complement                              Co 
Predicate(s)                                                Pred(s) 
Production                                                   Prod 
Recognition                                                 Rec 
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2. The subjects' most problems center on Rh Rec and Pro (85) compared to 
Ths (72) and their Ts (47). 

3. The TMSs and TFSs face more difficulty (107) than the fourth year ones 
(97) do in all the cited linguistic areas and in the Rec and Prod types. 

4. The males are more incompetent than the females (112:92). 
5. The Rec/Pro division does not play a significant difference in Ths, Rhs and 

their Ts. 
6. The stage of learning has a role to play on recognizing and producing 

Ths/Rhs and their Ts. This is applicable to sex.   In descriptive terms, sex and 
stage of learning determine our description. 

 
7. Advanced EFL learners face difficulties in the Rec and Pro of Ths and Rhs 

from the structure and intonational perspectives. That is why the hypothesis is 
accepted. 

 8. Our EFL learners in the departments of English in Iraq are incompetent in 
Th/Rh linguistic area.  This is partly due to the idea that our colleges teach (in 
syllabus items and technique of presentation) through syntactic terms (Sub and 
Pred). These terms are never referred to in our syllabus items in spite of a four- 
year grammar teaching in the departments of English. 

9. The Ts of English are not given due room and time. Intonation is only 
taught for four weeks (12 lectures) in our courses. 

10. Sometimes it is the system of English, which makes it difficult for learners 
to cope with the materials and at other times it is the negative transfer between 
Arabic, the learners' mother tongue, and English. Depending on the different 
parts of the paper, we suggest that; 

 
1. The information approach ought to occupy a time in the syllabus items. 
2. Sufficient time is suggested for teaching the suprasegmentals of English 

since the allocated time is insufficient, 
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99  4400  5533 3355  4477  5500 6677 2255 3333 6622 8833 1133 1177 3322  4433  4433  5577
1100  3399  5522 3366  4488  6622 8833 1133 1177 6644 8855 1111 1155 3344  4455  4411  5555
1111  4433  5577 3322  4433  6633 8844 1122 1166 6655 8877 1100 1133 5522  6699  2233  3311
1122  4444  5599 3311  4411  7733 9977 0022 0033 6666 8888 0099 1122 5577  7766  1188  2244
1133  2299  3399 4466  6611  7744 9999 0011 0011 6677 8899 0088 1111 1133  1177  6622  8822
1144  3311  4411 4444  5599  0099 1122 6666 8888 1199 2255 5566 7755 1122  1166  6633  8844
1155  3366  4488 3399  5522  5522 5566 3333 4444 3300 4400 4455 6600 3388  5511  3377  4499
1166  4411  5555 3344  4455  4455 5577 3322 4433 4422 5566 3333 4444 3322  4433  4433  5577
1177  3377  4499 3388  5511  5511 6655 2266 3355 4433 6677 3322 3333 4499  6655  2266  3355
1188  4400  5533 3355  4477  4477 7755 1199 2255 4444 5599 3311 4411 7733  9977  0022  0033
1199  4422  5566 3333  4444  4444 7700 2233 3300 5522 4488 2211 5522 7744  9999  0011  0011
2200  1188  2244 5577  7766  7766 2211 5599 7799 5566 7755 1199 2255 7733  9977  0022  0033

 
     On comparing the subjects' Th Rh T Rec and Pro, the maximum number 

of Inc responses are produced by the TMSs respondents (16). The FFSs come 
second here (13). Most of the Inc responses can be attributed to the T 
appropriacy to the type of sentence, the tonic syllable position, the extension of 
the T to the whole class, the location of stress, the structure of the tonic unit, 
etc. Our advanced EFL learners are not competent in such aspects. The items in 
which Inc responses occur are in Table (7): 

 
Table (7): The Items of Incorrect Responses 

 
GGrroouuppss  TThh  RRhh TT TToottaall  

RReecc  PPrroodd RReecc PPrroodd RReecc PPrroodd  
TTMMSSss 1100  1122 0055 1144 0066 1100 5577  
FFMMSSss 0088  1133 1177 0099 0066 0022 5555  
TTFFSSss 1100  0077 1122 0088 0099 0044 5500  
FFFFSSss 0077  0055 1122 0088 0011 0099 4422  
TToottaall 3355  3377 4466 3399 2222 2255 119955  

 
As clear in Table (7) above, the TMSs commit the highest number of Inc 

responses while the FFSs commit the least. This implies that our male learners 
are incompetent in this linguistic area. 

This incompetence renders high on Rh Pro and low on Rh Rec, Vertically, the 
highest Inc items occur in Rh Rec.   This definitely breaks the tradition of 
considering learners to be more competent in Rec than Pro, at least in this 
aspect. 

4. Conclusions and Suggestions 
The study concludes that: 
1. The subjects produced similar responses on the Rec and Pro of Ths, Rh 

and their Ts (103:101). 
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8,13,14,15, &16) and TFSs (7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 19 & 20). Surprisingly, TFSs 
represent the group in which the maximum number of Inc answers occurs while 
FFSs represent the more competent group in which the least Inc responses 
occur. All such details are available in Table (5): 

 
Table (5); The Subjects' Theme / Rheme Tone Recognition 

 
IItteemmss  TTMMSSss FFMMSSss TTFFSSss FFFFSSss  

CCOO  %%  IInncc  %%  CCOO  %% IInncc %% CCOO %% IInncc %% CCOO %%  IInncc  %%  
11  5599  7799  1166 8811  6633  8844 1122 1166 6644 8855 1111 1155 6677 8899  0088  1111  
22  4411  5555  3344 4444  4422  5566 3333 4444 4466 6611 2299 3399 5522 6699  2233  3311  
33  4455  6600  3300 4400  3322  4433 4433 5577 5522 6699 2233 3311 7755 110000  00  00  
44  6633  8844  1122 1166  4422  5566 3333 4444 5544 7722 2211 2288 3399 5522  3366  4488  
55  4411  5555  3344 4444  5566  7755 1199 2255 5566 7755 1199 2255 4477 6633  2288  3377  
66  3322  4433  4433 5577  5577  7766 1188 2244 4411 5555 3344 4444 7722 9966  0033  0044  
77  3344  4455  4411 5555  7711  9955 0044 0055 1144 1199 6611 8811 6655 8877  1100  1133  
88  3377  4499  3388 5511  3322  4433 4433 5577 2233 3311 5522 6699 6677 8899  0088  1111  
99  4411  6655  3344 3355  4411  5555 3344 4455 4400 5533 3355 2222 6699 9922  0066  0088  

1100  4422  5566  3333 4444  4455  6600 3300 4400 3355 4477 4400 5533 3366 4488  3399  5522  
1111  3322  4433  4433 5577  4411  5555 3344 4455 1122 1166 6633 8844 5522 6699  2233  3311  
1122  4411  5555  3344 4444  5522  6699 2233 3311 2233 3311 5522 6699 5544 7722  2211  2288  
1133  3366  4488  3399 5522  3322  4433 4433 5577 4400 5533 3355 4477 6633 4488  1122  1166  
1144  3377  4499  3388 5511  1155  2200 6600 8800 6600 8800 1155 2200 6655 8877  1100  1133  
1155  4422  5566  3333 4444  2211  2288 5544 7722 3344 4455 4411 5555 6677 8899  0088  1111  
1166  4433  5577  3322 4433  4411  5555 3344 4455 0099 1122 6666 8888 7700 9933  0055  0077  
1177  4444  5599  3311 4411  3366  4488 3399 5522 7722 9966 0033 0044 7733 9977  0022  0033  
1188  5522  6699  2233 3311  4422  5566 3333 4444 5533 7711 2222 2244 4422 5566  3333  4444  
1199  5533  7700  2222 3300  4433  5577 3322 4433 1155 2200 6600 8800 4455 6600  3300  4400  
2200  5599  7799  1166 2211  4477  6633 2288 3377 1144 1199 6611 8811 4499 6655  2266  3355  

 
In so far as the subjects' Th / Rh T Pro is concerned, the FFSs commit the 

highest number of Inc responses while the FMSs commit very few errors. That is 
why, they represent the more competent ones (see Table 6): 

 
Table (6): The Subjects' Theme / Rheme 

 Tone Production 
 

IItteemmss  
TTMMSSss FFMMSSss TTFFSSss FFFFSSss  

CCOO  %%  IInncc  %%  CCOO  %% IInncc %% CCOO %% IInncc %% CCOO %%  IInncc  %%  
11  5522  6600  2233  3311  5522  6699 2233 3311 4400 5533 3355 4477 4444 5599  3311  4411  
22  2211  2288  5544  7722  4400  5533 3355 4477 3366 4488 3399 5522 4466 6611  2299  3399  
33  5522  4422  2233  5588  5522  7700 2233 3300 5533 4477 4400 5533 5522 6699  2233  3311  
44  1166  2211  5599  7799  5533  7711 2222 2299 3399 5522 3366 4488 5544 7722  2211  2288  
55  1177  2233  5588  7777  4400  5533 3355 4477 4400 5533 3355 4477 3366 4488  3399  5522  
66  5522  4422  2233  5588  3399  5522 3366 4488 4499 6655 2266 3355 3322 4433  4433  5577  
77  2299  3399  4466  6611  4400  5533 3355 4477 5533 7711 2222 2299 1144 1199  6611  8811  
88  3333  4444  3322  5566  4400  5533 3355 4477 5599 7799 1166 2211 1199 2255  5566  7755  
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20 40 53 35 47 35 47 40 53 19 25 56 75 49 65 26 35 
 
From Table (3), it is clear that TMSs and FFSs face the least difficulty in Rh 

Rec (1,2, 3, 6,17 male; 2, 3, 4, 11, 12female). The TMSs face the least difficulty 
compared to the female ones (1, 2, 3, 4, 5,8, 9,10,11,12,19,20 female). On the 
Pro side (Table 4), the TFSs and FFSs face the least difficulty making eight 
difficult items compared to fourteen items which receive the highest Inc 
responses (1, 3,6, 7,8, 9,11,12,13,14,15,16,17 and 18 TMSs).   This indicates 
that the weakness does lie in the stage in which learners are. It is private 
achievement and one, which depends on the intelligence of EFL learners.  

 
Table (4); The Subjects' Rheme Production 

 
IItteemmss  

TTMMSSss  FFMMSSss TTFFSSss FFFFSSss  
CCOO  %% IInncc  %%  CCOO %% IInncc %% CCOO %% IInncc %% CCOO  %%  IInncc  %%

11  3311  4411 4444  5599  4433 5577 3322 4433 4411 5555 3344 4455 5511  4433  5577  3322
22  4422  5566 3333  4444  5533 7711 2222 2299 4455 6600 3300 4400 5533  7711  2222  2299
33  3355  4477 4400  5533  3377 4499 3388 5511 4433 5577 3322 4433 4400  5533  3355  4477
44  6622  5533 1133  1177  4422 5566 3333 4400 4444 5533 3355 4477 2233  3311  5522  6699
55  5522  6699 2233  3311  4444 5599 3311 4411 3311 4411 4444 5599 1144  1199  6611  8811
66  3311  4411 4444  5599  3377 4499 3388 5511 1166 2211 5599 7799 1177  2233  5588  7777
77  1177  2233 5588  7777  3322 4433 4433 5577 2200 2277 5555 7733 4488  6644  2277  3366
88  1199  2255 5566  7755  3300 4400 4455 6600 4411 3311 4411 4444 1122  1166  6633  8844
99  3333  4444 4422  5566  2200 2277 5555 7733 4444 5522 6699 2233 4400  5533  3355  4477

1100  4433  5577 3322  4433  4411 5555 3344 4455 4499 6655 2266 3355 3311  4411  4444  5599
1111  2222  2299 5533  4466  3355 4477 4400 5533 5522 6699 2233 3311 3344  4455  4411  5555
1122  2244  3322 5511  6688  3366 4488 3399 5522 5533 7711 2222 2299 3399  5522  3366  4488
1133  1199  2255 5566  7755  4433 5577 3322 4433 4411 5555 3344 4455 4411  5555  3344  4455
1144  2222  2299 5533  7711  5566 7755 1199 2255 1111 1155 6644 8855 4455  6611  3300  2299
1155  3344  4455 4411  5555  7711 9955 0044 0055 1199 2255 5566 7755 4422  5566  3333  4444
1166  1122  1166 6633  8844  4411 5555 3344 4455 2233 3311 5522 6699 4422  5566  3333  4444
1177  1133  1177 6622  8833  3355 4477 4400 5533 4411 5555 3344 4455 4433  5577  3322  4433
1188  3300  4400 4455  6600  4411 5555 3344 4455 4400 5533 3355 4477 4455  6611  3300  2299
1199  4422  5566 3333  4444  5522 6699 2233 3311 3322 4433 4433 5577 1199  2255  5566  7755
2200  4444  5599 3311  4411  3311 4411 4444 5599 3300 4400 4455 6600 3355  4477  4400  5533

 
The problems facing the subjects' Rh Rec and Pro occur in third and fourth 

years (fe/male) In the Rec side, the FFSs and TMSs prove to be more competent 
than others. The TMSs are less able in Rh/Pro while the FFSs are less able in the 
Rec side. On the other hand, the TFSs lack the control of the Rec side compared 
to the fourth (Pro). The FFSs face greater problems than the third ones while 
the TFSs face more problems than the fourth. 

 
The results of measuring the subjects' Th/Rh T Rec prove than FFSs are more 

competent that all the other groups: TMSs (6, 7,8,11,13 & 14), FMSs (3, 
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The subjects' responses to the Th part of the two tests prove that the 

subjects of both sexes suffer from serious problems in Th discrimination 
particularly in sentences in which there are no correspondences between Subs 
and Ths, and Preds and Rhs. This proves to us that the females are more able to 
produce and recognize more CO responses of Ths in the above items. Both 
tables prove that the subjects (fe/male) are more able to recognize than to 
produce. Comparing the grades of each of the items can show this clearly. In 
this regard, the fourth year subjects are less enabled to produce and recognize 
the various Th types.  They are unable in some aspects of the Pro side (4,5,8,13 
and 16 male: 11 and 14 female) and some of the Rec items (4,6,7,9,11,13,15 
male: 4,7,12,19, 20 female). 

 
     TMSs and TFSs are less able to produce and recognize the Th types 

compared to fourth year. They are unable to produce 1, 4, 5, 9, 13, 14, 15, 18, 
19, 20 male: 2, 8, 9, 14 female and recognize 4, 5, 6, 9, 13, 15, 18, 19 male: 4, 
6, 7, 9, 11, 13, 19, 20 female. Noticeably, the most recurrent Th problems in the 
subjects' performance are related to the Sub-Th structural contrast in which 
there are certain Ths, which are not the Subs of such sentences. 

 
     The subjects' Rh Rec responses are presented in Table (3): 
 

Table (3): The Subjects' Rheme Recognition 
 

Items TMSs FMSs TFSs FFSs 
CO % Inc % CO % Inc % CO % Inc % CO % Inc % 

1 35 47 40 53 12 16 63 84 40 53 35 47 46 61 29 39 
2 17 23 58 77 40 53 35 47 29 31 46 61 36 48 39 52 
3 32 43 43 57 21 28 54 72 30 40 45 60 32 43 43 57 
4 41 55 34 45 30 40 45 60 19 25 56 75 36 48 39 52 
5 43 57 32 43 32 43 43 57 42 56 33 44 42 56 33 44 
6 23 31 52 69 19 25 56 75 36 48 39 52 43 57 32 43 
7 40 53 35 47 40 53 35 47 38 51 37 49 50 67 25 33 
8 39 52 36 48 32 43 43 57 21 28 54 72 56 75 19 25 
9 43 57 32 43 70 93 05 07 19 25 56 75 58 77 17 23 

10 52 69 23 31 63 84 12 16 20 27 55 73 42 56 33 44 
11 53 71 22 29 64 85 11 15 17 23 58 52 30 40 45 60 
12 40 53 35 47 65 87 10 13 15 20 60 80 36 48 39 52 
13 42 56 33 44 67 89 08 11 39 52 36 48 42 56 33 44 
14 43 57 32 43 39 52 36 48 42 56 33 44 43 57 32 43 
15 44 59 31 41 42 56 33 44 62 83 13 17 50 67 25 33 
16 62 83 13 17 19 25 56 75 70 93 05 07 56 75 19 25 
17 36 48 39 52 30 40 45 60 73 97 02 03 63 84 12 16 
18 39 52 36 48 32 43 43 57 74 99 01 01 64 85 11 15 
19 42 56 33 44 34 45 41 55 09 12 66 88 70 93 05 07 
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88  3377  4499 3388  5511  3344 4455 4422 5555 5511 6688 2244 3322 4433  5577  3322  4433 
99  3344  4455  4411  5555  2200  2277  4411  7733  3311  4411  4444  5599  4400  5533  3355  4477  

1100  4433  5577  3322  4433  5511  6699  5555  3311  3377  4499  3388  5511  4400  5533  3355  4477  
1111  5500  6677  2255  3333  3311  4411  2244  5599  1199  2255  5555  7755  3344  4455  4411  5555  
1122  5511  6688  2244  3322  5533  7711  4444  2299  4411  5555  3344  4455  1133  1177  6622  8833  
1133  3300  4400  4455  6600  2233  3311  2222  6699  1199  2255  5566  7755  3344  4455  4411  5555  
1144  5511  6688  2244  3322  5533  7711  5522  2299  5533  7711  2222  2299  5599  7799  1166  2211  
1155  3322  4433 4433  5577  1133 1177 2222 7733 3377 4499 3388 5511 4400  5533  3355  4477 
1166  5566  7755  1199  2255  5511  6688  6622  3322  5533  7711  2222  2299  4455  6600  3300  4400  
1177  1133  1177  6622  8833  4433  5577  3322  4433  6677  8899  0088  1111  6611  8811  1144  1199  
1188  1199  2255  5566  7755  5500  6677  2255  3333  4433  5577  3322  4433  4422  5566  3333  4444  
1199  5599  7799  1166  8811  7700  9933  0055  0077  1133  1177  6622  8833  1144  1199  6611  8811  
2200  7700  9933  0055  0077  4411  7755  3344  4433  1177  2233  5588  7777  1177  2233  5588  7777  

 
Both sexes alike are competent in the Pro of Ths and Rhs particularly in items 

1,4,5, 9,13, 14, 15, 18, 19 and 20 in the male responses and 2, 8, 9, and 14 in 
the female ones, which are associated with various Th structures. Their CO 
responses are high compared to their Inc ones in the above items. Compared to 
the males, the females are less able to underline and interpret the various types 
of Ths (see Table 2). 

 
Table (2): The Subjects' Theme Production 

 
IItteemmss  TTMMSSss  FFMMSSss TTFFSSss FFFFSSss  

CCOO  %% IInncc  %%  CCOO %% IInncc %% CCOO %% IInncc %% CCOO  %%  IInncc  %%
11  3355  4477 4400  5533  3366 3388 3399 6622 3377 4499 3388 5511 4411  5555  3344  4455
22  4400  5533 3355  4477  3355 4477 4400 5533 3322 4433 4433 5577 3388  5511  3377  4499
33  4455  6600 3300  4400  3322 4433 4433 5577 3355 4477 4400 5533 4400  5533  3355  4477
44  2299  3399 4466  6611  2233 3311 5522 6699 4400 5533 3355 4477 3377  4499  3388  5511
55  3322  4433 4433  5577  2244 3322 5511 6688 5500 6677 2255 3333 5555  7733  2200  2277
66  4400  5533 3355  4477  3399 5522 3366 4488 4433 5577 3322 4433 4466  6611  2299  3399
77  3366  4488 3399  5522  3388 5511 3377 4499 3399 5522 3366 4488 4422  5566  3333  4444
88  3344  4455 4411  5555  2222 2299 5533 7711 3322 4433 4433 5577 3399  5522  3366  4488
99  3322  4433 4433  5577  3355 4477 4400 5533 1155 2200 6600 8800 3344  4455  4411  5555

1100  4400  5533 3355  4477  4499 6655 2266 3355 4433 5577 3322 4433 4466  6611  2299  3399
1111  4422  5566 3333  4444  3322 4433 4433 5577 3333 4444 4422 5566 2233  3311  5522  6699
1122  4433  5577 3322  4433  4422 5566 3333 4444 4499 6655 2266 3355 4411  5555  3344  4455
1133  3322  4433 4433  5577  2222 2299 5533 7711 3377 4499 3388 5511 4422  5566  3333  4444
1144  1155  2200 6600  8800  2299 3399 4466 6611 1199 2255 5566 7755 3311  4411  4444  5599
1155  1166  2211 5599  7799  3322 4433 4433 5577 7744 9999 0011 0011 3366  4488  3399  5522
1166  6633  8844 1122  1166  2244 3322 5511 6688 5533 7711 2222 2299 6600  8811  4400  1199
1177  6655  8877 1100  1133  6677 8899 0088 1111 7733 9977 0022 0033 5577  7766  1188  2244
1188  2299  3399 4466  6611  3388 5511 3377 4499 5555 7733 2200 2277 5500  6677  2255  3333
1199  1133  1177 6622  8833  4422 5566 3333 4444 3399 5522 3366 4488 4422  5566  3333  4444
2200  2200  2277 5555  7733  3377 4499 3388 5511 4400 5533 3355 4477 5533  7711  2222  2299
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In addition, yes/no questions can be accompanied with the mid-falling and 
low rise to 

express disinterest, hostility, and interest of a person in a particular situation 
and non- 

finality; 
44. Can   ٨John come? 
45. Shall we 'go home? 
 
3. The Procedures 
3. 1 The Tests 
 
To achieve the aims and testify the hypothesis of the study, two tests are 

designed. Test 1 measures the subjects' productive power of Th and Rh while 
test 2 measures the same aspect from the Rec side. Since such tests are 
designed to measure the same area, but from two sides (Rec and Pro), they are 
paralleled in the aspects measured. This would provide more trustworthy results.   
Each of the twenty items of the both tests measures either Rec or Pro of Ths 
and Rhs, and the Ts accompanying them. Item (1) measures N Ths, transV, Do 
Rh and also the fall T that continues up to the tail end. Item 2 measures Ths of 
the Aplace, Rhs of clauses and clauses which might include more than one tonic 
unit.   Item 3 measures the normal pronoun Ths, trans V and Do and the T that 
starts with the last lexical word in the clause. Item 4 investigates the As of 
process, ordinary Rhs and fall Ts.   Items 5-20 investigate Aplace, Adj, finite V, 
wh-word, auxiliary V, vocative, empty it, a whole clause, question tags, vocative 
as part and of a clause subordinators, pronouns, and particle 'no' Ths. They also 
investigate Rhs and their various T types. 

 
3.2 Data Discussion and Results 
The subjects' responses to the Th Rec prove that the females are more able 

to recognize more types of Ths whether corresponding to subjects or not. They 
are only less enabled in items 4,7,11,19 and 20. Their Inc responses are above 
the average in these items: 

 
Table (1) The Subjects' Theme Recognition 

IItteemmss  
TTMMSSss  FFMMSSss  TTFFSSss  FFFFSSss  

CCOO  %%  IInncc  %%  CCOO  %% IInncc %% CCOO %% IInncc %% CCOO %%  IInncc  %%  
11  4411  5555  3344  4455  4455  6600 3300 4400 5500 6677 2255 3333 5533 7711  2222  2299  
22  4400  5533  3355  4477  4433  5577  3322  4433  4444  5599  3311  4411  4466  6611  2299  3399  
33  3399  5522  3366  4488  4422  5566  3333  4444  4455  6600  3300  4400  5500  6677  2255  3333  
44  2233  3311  5522  6699  2299  3399  4466  6611  2277  3366  4488  6644  3322  4433  4433  5577  
55  3311  4411  4444  5599  3399  5522  3366  4488  4422  5566  3333  4444  4499  6655  2266  3355  
66  3300  4400  4455  6600  3322  4433  3366  5577  2233  3311  5522  6699  4400  5533  3355  4477  
77  3377  4499  3388  5511  3333  4444  4433  5566  3300  4400  4455  6600  3322  4433  4433  5577  
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Similarly, in each T unit,   there is an element,   which carries the tonic stress 
and accordingly is going to be the tonic syllable (Ibid: 82; and Roach, 
1988:122). 

Thematization refers to the options available for arranging the elements of a 
clause into Th and Rh.   In this case, it is realized by the sequence of elements 
in the sentence or clause. ' The third element referred to by Halliday (1967 and 
1970) is identification, which provides for a distribution of information into 
identified/identifier and so serves to give prominence to different parts of the 
message (Halliday, 1967: 210). The follow ing sentences as such do not form a 
text: 

37. No one else had known where the entrance to the case was situated. 
38. What John discovered was the case. 
Everything, after all, depends on the speaker and listener (thematic structure) 

relating to what the speaker of a sentence assumes is the focus of information in 
the utterance compared to what he assumes to be background knowledge 
(kempson,1980:192.3). The speaker'might assume that the listener does not, for 
instance, know that All plays tennis. That is why, the focus (tonic stress) would 
be on'plays tennis', etc. The place where the nucleus falls is the focus of 
information (Quirk and Greenbaum, 1983: 406).    In the following, the nucleus 
is at different parts of the sentences because the focus of information is 
different (Ibid: 407): 

39. Dylan Thomas was 'born in  'Swansea (end Focus) 
40. //'who was born in Swan sea//?  (Focus at sentence) 
41. 'He was 'born in Swansea. (Focus at V) 
42. I am painting the living room 'blue. (Focus at the Adj) 
As such, the intonational patterns ofTh and Rh follow the general tendency to 

achieve certain functions.   This is applicable to statements, questions, 
commands, etc. With statements, the fall T can be used to express finality, the 
rise to express nonfinality, the level T to express the routine way of saying 
things, the fall-rise is used to express limited 

agreement and the rise-fall to express surprise.   The rise T can be used with 
yes/no questions, the fall with wh-questions, the fall with commands, etc. (See: 
Roach, 1988:117.20). Everything depends on the function to be achieved. 
Nevertheless, the Th (as representing the old information) will either be 
unstressed or stressed, but never carrying the tonic stress.    Meanwhile the Rh 
represents the new information. In this regard, still, there is a message, which is 
prominent, and another, which is given. 

In questions particularly declarative ones, the common Ts are those which 
have low rise, high rise, or mid fall.   This expresses surprise, disapproval or the 
confirmation of ideas 

(Halliday, 1970; and O'Connor and Arnold, 1973): 
43. I vlike this. 
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2. SVstat Cs (Aplace) (Atime)          2. She is a student (in London now) 
3.  SVtransOd (Aplace)(Atime) 3. John heard the explosion (from his office) 

(when he 
was locking the door). 
4. S Vintens Adj (Aplace) (Atime) 4. Universities (gradually) become famous 

(in Europe). 
5. S Vtrans mono Od (Aprocess) (Aplace) (Atime) 5. They ate the meat 

(hungrily) (in their hut) (that night). 
6. S Vdi trans (Qi) Od (Aprocess) (Aplace) (Atime) 6. He offered (her) some 

chocolates 
(politely)'(outside the hall) (before the concert). 
7. S Vcomplex Od Co (Aprocess) (Aplace) (Atime). 7. They elected him 

chairman     (without agreement) (in Washington) (this morning). 
8. S intransitive (Aprocess) (Aplace) (Atime) 8.  The train had arrived 

(quietly) (at the station) (before we noticed it). 
Some Rhs can be the Ths in the above and similar sentences. In these cases, 

the Subs are the Rhs and the Preds are the Ths. 
In some languages, there are certain markers of Ths and Rhs, but in English 

there are five ways of signaling this distinction, but there is no formal category 
doing that. 

Sometimes a word is placed initially in the sentence though it is not its normal 
position using passive constructions, pronouns and proforms, and accents 
(Palmer, 1988:159.61): 

29. The man over there I do not like very much. 
30. The ball was hit by All. 
31. He plays tennis and so did Muna. 
32. I go to the  'market (See Appendix 4)(intonation) 
Information, being the first of three terms invented by Halliday (in addition to 

thematization and identifications) is realized by the phonological means. In the 
unmarked use, the sentence consists of one information unit realized by one 
tonic group (Allen and Widdowson,1975:81): 

33. // John saw the play yesterday // 
The sentence can also be divided into some information units by means of T 

group: 
34. //John// saw the play yesterday // 
Sometimes, the information unit can extend beyond clause boundaries: 
35. //John saw the play yesterday but said nothing about it// 
Within each message, there is a point of information focus that is given 

prominence while 
the rest of the tonic unit is considered to be 'given'; 
36. //' John gave Linda the tape-recorder// 
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b. one A group:                                    
c. One prepositional group:   
D. two elements:                
e. More than two elements:  
f. Interrogative V group:      
g. Imperative V group:        

4. C of an adjunct:              
5. a. The whole clause;  . 

b. Empty 'it' plus 'V to be': 
c. Conjunction:                

6. a. NC:                        
b. Co:                            
c. DCo:                   
d. AdjC:                  
e. Pred:                  

7, Ali goes home. 
8. Does he travel abroad? 
9. Where are your from? 
10. Buy a new horse. 
11. There he is. 
12. Definitely, he will come. 
13. The man goes to the market. 
14. At night, I'll see Ahmed.      
15. In a minute, he will disappear. 
16. The man and his wife went to Basrah. 
17. Ahmed, Ali and layla traveled abroad. 
18.' Do you like tea?' he asked. 
19.'Come here'I said. 
20. But there ^vas nothing. 
21. The man who was there yesterday is my friend 
22. It is he who does the work. 
23. However hard he tries, he won't achieve it. 
24. Joe his name is. 
25. Relaxation you call it. 
26. Really good cocktails they made at the party. 
27. Rich I may be. 
28. (I promised to do) so do it, I shall. 
 
The Rh (Pred), in this regard, can be predicted, as it generally slots (not 

equals) the Pred though, as we stated before, this is not isomorphic (See; Quirk 
and Greenbaum, 1983: 

16). The bracketed elements are optional. 
1. S vstat Aplace (Atime)                 1. She is in London (now) 
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the same distinction (topic - comment, background-focus, given-new 
information), etc.However, Ths are realized, not defined, in the first position 
(Sub) and Rhs are realized in the second position (Pred) (See: Halliday, 1985: 
39; and Fries and Francis, 1990:1). 

     As such, the Th orients the listener towards the message by making him 
understand that this part of the sentence (Th) represents the old information 
and the other one (Rh) represents the new one (Fries, 1994).   This would help 
him understand the whole message.   In this regard, sometimes an element in a 
thematization process might be moved initially to act as a Th. 

     There are generally three Sub functions: the psychological, which equals 
where the speaker has to start speech; the grammatical, which is one of which 
something is predicted; and the logical one, which refers to the doer of the 
action (Halliday, 1985). 

     Anyhow, traditional semantic Sub characterizations identify the Subs with 
the 'actor' or with 'topic'. The notion of actor correlates with the logical Sub 
rather than the grammatical (Huddleston, 1977: 26.7; and Richards, et al. 1985: 
114.5): 

 
1. John ate the apple. (Actor)   2. John was here yesterday, (Grammatical 

Sub) 
3. The apple was eaten by John (the logical Sub) 
This implies that the Th/.Rh distinction is not always the same as the 

Sub/Pred contrast: 
4. John sat in the front seat. (Th and Rh) 
5. In the front seat John sat. (Th and Rh) 
In this regard, the notion of topic, which involves what the sentence is about 

is "extremely an elusive one because of the difficulty of obtaining reliable data 
about the topics of particular sentences..." . Informants tend to differ very much 
in their judgments (Ibid).  

The following example, for instance, is about the US and the presidential 
elections: 

6. In the USA, presidential elections are held every four years. 
There are, however, the unmarked or the usual expected occurrences of Ths, 

the marked ones that have less occurrences or the ones that occur as the non-
Sub, and the simple, multiple or minor ( Morley, 1985: 712; and Halliday, 1985: 
40.67): 

1. a. the Subs in statements:                   
b. The finite auxiliary in yes/no questions: 
c. The wh-element in wh-questions:         
d. Main V in a command:                        

2. Adjuncts:                                         
b. Terms of probability and attitude          

3. a. one N group:                                    
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1. Introduction 
 
Depending on experience and observation, we have seen that advanced EFL 

learners in Iraq are not able. to produce and recognize Ths and Rhs (Appendix 
1) correctly from the structural and intonational perspectives. Accordingly, this 
study aims at achieving: 

1. A thorough investigation of English Th and Rh structures and the Ts 
accompanying them. 

2.   An investigation of Ths in English and the Ts accompanying them as 
realized in the discourse of advanced EFL learners in Iraq in their Rec and Pro 
Levels. 

To testify the practical aims, it is hypothesized that the advanced EFL learners 
in Iraq face difficulties in the structural and intonational Rec and Pro of Ths and 
Rhs. 

To achieve the aims and testify the hypothesis, the study selects a sample 
constituting (300) subjects representing third and fourth stages of studying EFL 
in Iraq, which are the High- est stages of studying EFL in Iraq. The learners are 
supposed to have mastered the English sentence structures and their Ts after 
studying grammar (3-4 years) and phonology (2 years). The number of subjects 
is equal in sex and stage of learning: 150 third year (75 male & 75 female) and 
150 fourth year (75 male & 75 female). 

     The model of analysis in this study is an amalgamation of syntactic and 
intonational rules coined from Quirk and Greenbaum (1983), Halliday 
(1967,1970, and 1985), Morley (1985)and Roach (1988). This is explained in 2. 

To testify the hypothesis, two tests are constructed. First, an open 
questionnaire is first made to a number of jury.1   Then, two tests to measure 
the learners' Pro and Rec of the adequate Intonational patterns of Ths and Rhs 
in English are constructed. The jury modifies two items, adds one and modifies 
the grading system. The two tests are then tried out to measure their easiness/ 
difficulty and discrimination power (see Appendix 2 and 3). The sentences in 
Test 1 are read three times in a tape-recorder and the subjects are supposed to 
pinpoint the Ths and Rhs, and the tones accompanying them while those in Test 
2 are produced by the subjects themselves to pinpoint the above linguistic 
areas. 

2. The Intonational Patterns of Theme and Rheme in English 
Functional sentence perspective describes how information is distributed in 

sentences. It deals with the distribution of Th and Rh. This is part of the 
information theory, which is brought about by Shannon (1948) (Lepschy, 
1972:146-7). Theme (in full), as a term, is invented by the Prague school of 
linguistics and it designates that known-to-the listener or obvious part of the 
sentence (The old information) while Rh represents the actual new information 
said in the clause (Halliday, 1967). Other terms are sometimes used to refer to 
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A Structural and Intonational Study of theme and Rheme in 

Iraqi Advanced EFL Learners' language Repertoire@
By: Dr chassib Fannokh Al-Jubouri 
 

Abstract 
This study investigates themes and rhemes in English structurally and 

intonationally. This is first done by surveying themes, rhemes and the various 
tones accompanying them in English. The study hypothesizes that the advanced 
EFL learners in Iraq face difficulties in producing and recognizing themes and 
rhemes in English. To verify the hypothesis, two tests are designed and 
examined by a certain jury for their validity, easiness/difficulty and time of 
responding. The tests measure the subjects' productive and recognitive abilities 
of themes, rhemes and their tones. The study concludes that our advanced EFL 
learners face difficulties on the recognition and production sides. Nevertheless, 
the females prove to be more competent than the males on both types of skills, 
and fourth year subjects prove to be also competent. The weakness that our 
learners face is sometimes due to inter and at other times to intra causes.   
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Editorial Issue 
 
 

While we are finishing this volume of Ahlulbait University, 
we received the announcement of the death of Dr. Hussein Ali 
Mehfudh who called the sheikh of Baghdad. Then we 
suggested to call him the sheikh of innovators because he 
enriched all the branches of knowledge with innovation.  

He didn’t stop a day from writing till in his last days of his 
age (80). He provided us with many lectures and books and 
research, he also enriched our previous volumes with various 
valuable ideas which brilliant in first, second and third 
volumes.  

He didn’t give us with researches or books only but also he 
supervised directly on the written researches to discover the 
weaknesses then he supplied us with his written notes to the 
researcher of a research by his manuscript in addition to his 
suffering in writing. He wasn’t being tired from writing, 
research and investigation but he released when he held the 
pen as if he were touched his beloved among his fingers. 

We thought in giving him the honour in literary celebration 
in Ahlulbait University. When he heard it, he welcomed it, then 
he postponed at till his coming to Karbala province. We waited 
for him but the fate took him from us, So his death is a sudden 
to us. We lost a golden chance that we wanted him to among 
us in the University to give him the honour in his life not after 
his death as it used in the ignorant peoples that ennobled the 
famous figures after their death. 

He doesn’t die Dr. Hussein Ali Mehfudh. 
His thought is present in every cultural aspect to light the 

mind, culture and innovation. 
   



12. Lexicon of Pleasure Vision in the Strange Method for Adil Abdul-Rahman 
Al-Badri: Analytic Stady.   ..................................................................................... 230 

Assistant Instructor. Muayyad Jasim Mohammed Hussein 
 
13. Preaches Of Imam Ali Bin AbiTalib (PBOH) in “Nahj Al Balagha” objective 

Study. ..................................................................................................................... 248 
Essam Radhi Hassoun 
 
14. duplication: A study in the Theory of Literary Duplication. ................... 267 
Dr. Ahmed Nahem   
 
15. Master Murtadha Al-Qizwini and his ideological and National Role in 

Modern Iraq. .......................................................................................................... 276 
Dr. Salih Abbas Nasser Al-Taie 
 
16. Al-Safadi and his Methodology In Explaining Al-Tahgraa’s Lam (“L” letter)

 ................................................................................................................................ 288 
Dr. Anwar Saeed Jawad 
 
17. The Role of the Honourable Hussein shrine in Modern Iraqi Political 

History 1908 – 1933 .............................................................................................. 324 
Assistant Instructor. Ahmed Baqer Alwan Al-Sharifi 
 
 

 



 
 

Contents 
 
Editorial .............................................................................................................. 5 
 
A Structural and Intonational Study of theme and Rheme in Iraqi Advanced 

EFL Learners' language Repertoire ........................................................................ 7 
 Dr. chassib Fannokh Al-Jubouri 
 
Culture  In Forelgn Language Teaching ......................................................... 25 
Assistant Instructor. Mohsin Ali Shreeb 
 
Analysing Difficulties Faced by Iraqi Students of English in Using Non-Ending 

Punctuation Marks ................................................................................................ 37 
Assistant Instructor. Zaydun Jawad Inhayer 
 
 

 
Contents of Arabic Researches 

 
1. Bases of social security in Islam and the techniques of achieving it ........... .8 
Dr. Muhsin BaqerAl-Qazvini 
 
2. Law Meditations in Jurisdiction for Imam Ali (PBOH) ................................. 26 
Prof Dr. Abbas Al-Aboudi 
 
3. Diwan of sheikh Muhsin Abou-Al-Hab Al-Kabeer: A poetic study.. ............ 42 
Assistant prof Dr. Ali Kadhum Al-Maslawi 
Instructor. Kareema Noumas Al-Madani 
 
4. Direct foreign Investment: Advantages and Disadvantages. ..................... 72 
Assistant prof Dr. Kamal Abed Hamed Al-Ziyra 
 
5. Al-Hussein Revolution in Andalosian Heritage. ........................................... 88 
Assistant prof Dr. Ridha HadiAbbas 
 
6. Consultation In Iraqi shura Council: A Comparative stady. ...................... 104 
Assistant Instructor. Sadiq Mohammad Ali Al-Husseini 
 
7. Theoretical Bases for Islamic Development Programme in the Holy koran.

 ................................................................................................................................ 116  
Assistant Instructor. Taleb Hussein Al-Quraiti 
 
8. Beginnings of Artistic Interaction Between form and content in Iraqi 

Novels. ................................................................................................................... 134 
Dr. Bagir Jawad Mohammed  
 
9. Explanation of the word “Allah” ................................................................. 152 
Emad Jabbar Kadhim 
 
10. Meanings of “Rain” .................................................................................... 186 
Assistant Instructor. Salah Mahdi Jabir 
 
11. Translation movement in Islamic Age: AHistoric Perspective. ............... 218 
Assistant Instructor. Yasser Qizweeni Ha'eri 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Consultant staff 
 

Prof. Dr. 
Hassan A. Al-Zaal 

 
Prof. Dr. 

Hakim M. Mohammed 
 

Prof.Dr. 
Nadhim Shiko. 

 
Prof. Dr. 

Khadija Al-Hadithy. 
 

Prof.Dr. 
Abbas Zboon Al-Abboodi 

 
Prof. Dr. 

 Subhe N. Hussein 
 

Prof. Dr. 
Hadi Hussein Al-Gara’awi 



In The Name Of Allah Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
 

ISSN 1819-2033 issue:7 

Ahlulbait 
Refereed Journal (Quarterly) 

Issued By Ahlulbait University 
 
 

Chief Editor 
prof.Dr. Abbood J Al-Hilli 

 
Editorial Secretary 

 Dr. Baqer Jawad Al-Zajajy 
 

Editors 
Dr. Mohammed A. Al-Khateeb 
Dr. Hassan Hantoush Rashid 
Dr. Hakmat Aobaid Hassan 

Dr. Mehdi Dakhel Al-Aobaidi 
Dr. Kamal Abed-Hamed Al-Ziyara 

Dr. Abid Hamza Muhsin 
 
 
 
 

Karbala, Fatimah-al-Zahra street, P.O.Box: 1019,Tel: 334932 
karbala@ahlulbaitonline.com،www.ahlulbaitonline.com 

 
 
 
 


	7
	English 7

