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RHETORIC AND CRITICAL TERM DICTIONARIES
"ASTUDY OF TERMINOLOGY AND ITS

METHODOLOGICAL DIFFICULTIES"

PREPARED BY

ABBAS ABDUL-HALEEM ABBAS

SUPERVISER

DR. NASER EL-DEIN AL-ASAD PROF.

ABSTRACT

The motif of study emerged from the researcher's observation to the term dictionaries
status in literature, criticism, and rhetoric fields, which started to rise since the seventies
and continued till the recent days, approximating twenty dictionaries; so to represent

endeavors toward establishing a term lexicalization specialized in these fields.

The study endeavored in its first chapter examining the Arab term heritage to find out
the magnitude of this achievement within its foundational stages in different areas, such
as literary criticism and rhetoric, and to pass over that to probe the term transformation
and conversion lineaments in the modern literary criticism, to form an appropriate

entrance for this study to the term lexicalization and its methodological manifestations,



v

then to enumerate these dictionaries within categorizing frameworks that reflect an

image of its current situation and actual fact.

In the second chapter, the study approached the most important principles for placing
the literary and critical term within the specialized dictionaries, with observing the most

prominent lingual matters and its related cognitive and cultural problems.

For a better image for the term with its two parts (structural and meaning), the last
chapter turned to (the term's relevance to definition) to clarify the importance of the
concept or the definition as an explanatory discourse of the term. So, the study has
determined the levels and types of definition within the specialized term dictionaries
along with the ways and means followed by the dictionary editors. The researcher was
also punctual to observe the conditions and shortages related to the definition in
particular, and the technical problems facing the dictionary, term and definition in
general; in order to approach a suggested pattern that verifies those conditions, and

avoids these problems.

It was found appropriate here to link this pattern to computerization prospects, which
shall carry the specialized dictionaries making to new stages, by employing the

computational corpus linguistics, and its advanced applications.
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