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Abstract

This subject (collective Nouns) is mentioned as one of morphology
studies in the frame of family number (singular — Dual — plural) and
specifically in the chapter of plural. I haven’t found anyone who might
have dealt with it as independent grammatical, morphological, semantical
and otomological study, besides being a subject suitable for a
comparative linguistic lesson.

The study has been organized through an introduction, prologue, three
chapters and conclusion.

The prologue has included a small piece about Semitic languages and the
similarities between them, and the history of Hebrew Language and its
different phases, dealing with the important linguistic styles in each
phase.

Then the study deals with the meaning of plural and number indication
and the two kinds of collective nouns: Names of plural and Names of
Gender and the difference between them.

The subject of first chapter has been a morphological study and it was
divided into two fields of discussion: the first dealt with the forms of
collective nouns in the Quran and in the Old Teastement.

The second deals with the inflection of collective nouns in the Quran and
Old Teastement according to gender number and definite and indefinite
nouns.

The second chapter deals with Etymological semantics. Where the first
field of discussion deals with the Etymology of similar words in the
inflection form. The second field includes the semantic classification of

collective nouns in The Quran and Old Teastement.
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The third chapter is a grammatical study with two sections. The first
deals with the grammatical functions of collective nouns in the Quran
and Old Teastement, and the second discuss about the grammatical
concordance of these nouns. Finally, there is the conclusion which
includes the most important results of the study with concentration on
similarity and difference between the two languages.

This study has revealed g kind of inflection forms in Semitic languages
which have a semantic meaning between singular and plural and these are
the nouns which are called "collective nouns” which look like singular
" nouns because they can be made dual (,+<) and plural such as, Qawm -
Qawmani — "AQwam, (a8l — Jusf ~ » %) and in Hebrew >Am - >Amim
(oy — ty) meaning (People — peoples). And there are words which can
be miniatured, such as — tamr- tumayr (U2 — <) , and they look like
plural because they significate that one thing.

The collective meaning in such words preceedes the partial one meaning
that man's use of the words : s - Jii — Ja preceeded the use of
"5 " A" and "4l ", and this is due to it's collective meanings, and to
singular elements which are not seen in nature, but they are seen
collective and assimilated. Sometimes they are dealt with as singular due
to pronunciation and form, and sometimes they are dealt with as plural
due to meaning as we have seen in the study.

Finally, I hope that I have covered the subject of the study successfully
including all the illumination, debates, arguments, and inquiries. And the
study has been based on comparative method since it has had a long

survey about collective nouns in both Arabic and Hebrew.
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