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Abstract

This study stops at the novels of the Jordanian writer Ziad Qassim
from the angle of vision and structure, which form an important critique
that could be based on to study literary texts and conclude the inter-
reactions between the writer’s vision and the structure of the literary work.

The novels of Ziad Qassim “al-mudeer al-‘aam” (The General
Manager), “‘abna’ al-qal’a” (Citadel’s Sons), “al-zawba'ah” (The storm),
“al-arcen”  (Lion’s Home), form a branched phenomenon, which
distinguish him in intellect and art.

These novels stimulated many questions in the researcher’s mind, i.e.,:

- Is there a relationship between vision and structure in Ziad
QQassim’s novels?

- What kind of relationship?  Which one affects the other? To
what extent are they connected?

- Where beauty is hidden in Ziad Qassim’s novels?

The nature of the researched phenomenon and the questions that it
created, have forced the study to be divided into three chapters. The first
chapter discussed Ziad Qassim and the Arabic novel in Jordan in two parts:

First: Discussed the process of the novel in Jordan.
Second: Discussed the world of Ziad Qassim, the novelist.

The second chapter discussed the issue of vision. In the first part
discussed the concept of vision and structure and in the second part
discussed their relationship. In the third part clarified the nature of
relationship between vision and the novelistic text.

The third chapter discussed with the issue of vision and structure in
Ziad Qassim’s novels in four parts, through which the researcher showed
the nature of relationship between vision and structure in “al-mudeer al-
‘aam” (The General Manager), “'abna’ al-qal’a” (Citadel’s Sons), “al-
zawba 'ah” (The storm) and “al-areen” (Lion’s Home) novels.

It 1s worth mentioning that the study discussed each novel separately,
because each literary text is unique, i.e., the text has its own set of
characteristics which distinguish it from other novelistic texts. The
researcher did not discuss “al-khaseroon” (the losers) novel, but pointed it
out at some points of the study, because the novel was published at the
closing stages of this research study.
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The study reached to some conclusions that could be summarized as
follows:

First: Theoretically, the research revealed that the relationship
between vision and structure is controversial based on efficacy and the
affection. In other words, the writer’s vision affects the structure of literary
work and the artistic structure embodies the writer’s vision. In this case,
they cannot be separated, but this does not mean that they are identical, as
each of them has its relative independence.

Second: Although the writer Ziad Qassim recently professionalised
the art of the novel, but he could contribute in a set of novels to Arabic
novel in Jordan through his own novelistic world, that dealt with some
social, political, historical and local issues. He also could meet with the
Arabic novel’s track, especially the novels of that period, such as the triad
novels of Najeeb Mahfooz, “al-‘0osah” (the mutineers) of Sudqi Isma’eel
and the quintuple novel “madeenat al-melh” (Salt City) of Abdulrahman
Muneef as in the quadric novel of “al-zawba 'a” (The Storm).

Third: Though the writer failed to embody his vision in some of his
novelistic works, as in “al-mudeer al-‘aam” (The General Manager), or
chose the odd and rare characters, as in “al-areen” (Lion’s Home); but he
had an artistic and intellectual vision, as it was obvious in “'abna’ al-qal’a”
(Citadel’s Sons), the quadric novel “al-zawba'ah” (The storm) and “al-
khaseroon”  (the losers). This was clearly reflected in the characteristics of

the novels and their artistic components.

Fourth: The writer’s vision imposed an artistic structure, tools,
techniques and variable interactive styles in his novelistic texts. In his first
novel “al-mudeer al-‘aam” (The General Manager), the researcher noticed
the lack of vision (an overall purpose for the novel). The novel is a set of
accumulated contradicted scenes, worried and unstable characters, and non-
indicative framework of time and place in a dismounted narrating styles
and a prozaic language closer to the journalistic reporting. All these
elements did not interact with each other to create an indicative novelistic
structure that can help the researcher to draw out a specific vision of the
novel. Therefore, disarray, scattered and cleavage were clear in the novel’s
structure.

From the novel “‘abna’ al-qal’a” (Citadel’s Sons), it becomes clear
that its vision represented by (observing the emergence of Arab
nationalism, which was revealed in al-Ba’ath party. The Arab nationalists
movement and the Naserite movement, their development, practices and
total historical bankruptcy due to the defeat of June 1967.
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This imposed the nature of element and technical tools that form the
novelistic text (like events, characters, narrating styles, the dialogue, time,
place and language) and type of each element and the manner of its artistic
formation (its interaction with other elements).

The artistic structure of the novel contributed in materializing the
writer’s vision. This instruiment was clear also in the novel “al-khaseroon”
(the losers).

The quadric novel seemed more suspensive and attractive in spite of
its huge size. This was reflected in the writer’s vision on the novel’s
structure, so it seemed varied, interacted and melting in one crucible. Asa
result of all of that, a relative reaction was present between the writer’s
vision and the structure of the literary work and generated specific
reactions between them. Those reactions were able to form the literary
work and create a rich artistic structure in it through concepts.

As for the novel “al-areen” (Lion’s Home), it is noticed that the writer
chooses and picks the rare, abnormal and unsatisfying characters which
could not be generalized, like the character of Abdul-Latif and Kareemah.
Therefore, the samples that were chosen by the writer in this novel in
particular were rare, abnormal and unsatisfying and do not represent a
particular section.  Therefore, this novelistic experience lacked the ability
in generalizing and the communication wide the readers, because the writer
chose samples that do not refer to the majority people lives especially that
literary literature is all about creating samples and releasing them into life.

What has been seen previously affirms the presence of an
argumentative relation between the vision and the structure in the novels of
Ziad Qassim. This in turn, requires more research by the critics for the
relative cohesion between them and report the degree of attraction and
overlapping of the writer’s vision and the literary work. It also requires an
awareness of the argumentative relationship between the inner and outer
interactions for the text.



