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The Definite Article “Laam” Between the Linguistic Lesson and
the Dialect of ‘Aseer Region

Dr. Fahad Saeed Alqahtani(*)
King Khalid University

Abstract

This research discusses the definite article “Laam” in the linguistic lesson, and the contemporary dialectical
reality in an indigenous Arab region, which is ‘Aseer. It attempts to clarify the aspects of agreement and the
difference between the contemporary linguistic and dialectic lessons through the definite article “Laam.” The
study depends on two scientific methodologies, namely the descriptive and methodological approach. The
research concluded that the dialectical environments in the region of (Bedouin, Sarawiyyah, and Tihaamiyyah)
have produced three renditions of the definite article (Laam At-Ta'reef) and its "Hamza". As for the Bedouin, the
"Hamza" of "Al" remains with "Fatha" diacritical mark (Harakah), while the "Laam" is never replaced with
"Meem", the "Hamzah" of connection (Hamzat al-Wasl) may however be omitted while the "Laam" takes a
"Harakah", and this is the nearest environment to the fluent status. As for the Sarawiyyah, the "Hamzah" of "Al"
takes "Kasrah" diacritical mark in most cases, and some of its environments that share boarder with the Tihama
environment turn "Laam" into "Meem" (At-Tamtamaaniyyah). Also, in case of the Tihaamiyyah, the "Laam" is

turned into "Meem", and the "Hamzah" of connection takes "Kasrah" diacritical mark before it in most cases.

Keywords: Article "Laam”, Al-Meem (alphabet), dialects, ‘Aseer Region.

(*)  Dr.Fahad Saeed Algahtani, Department of Arabic, College of Hunmanities, King Khalid University
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