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The Poetry of the Blind in Andalusia

By
Raghda Al-Zboon
Supervisor
Prof . Salah Jarar
Abstract

This study deals with the poetry of the blind in Andalusia in its
different epochs. It endeavors to describe the most common and salient
features of this pogtry=The=impact-of-blindness=on the blind poet's
personality as projected in the poetry of the blind is highlighted in the

present study.

The study concludes that there were twenty seven blind poets in Andalusia, some of whom were
acknowledged and very well-known, and others were not. The present research also undertakes to reveal
how the Andalusian society was particularly supportive of its blind members. It would provide them with
all sorts of help to enable them to move from one place into another. They would also enable them in
pursue their intellectual and scientific careers by reading to them and writing on their behalf. Abo Qasim
el-Menshi, nicknamed the blind's stick, Rafiq el-Tatili, Abo Jaafar el-Elberi, Rafik ibin Jaber el-Hewari,

who was also blind, and others were among those to have been very supportive of blind poets.

One of the aspects which attest to the fact that the Andalusian society took care of its blind
people was that special efforts were exerted by those in charge to educate them and provide them with the
assistance they needed to write and read. This was actually mentioned by Ibein Hazm who impinged on

those methods which were resorted to by way of educating the

blind poets. Professor Salah Jarar also wrote a research dealing with those aids that blind poets were

provided with to promote their education.



~245-

The study points out that blind poets were deeply affected by the
reality of their blindness and the way they dealt with other people. This has

left its strong marks on their poetic achievements.
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