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Standards of the Artistic Value in Old Arabic Literary Criticism
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The study discussed the standards of artistic value the literary work,

an issue occupied the thought and practice of old Arab critics leading

them to think and question the core of this value in the text. Is it in the

concept, meaning, style or image?. My concern of this issue emerged

from its effect in the field of old criticism. I considered studying old

critics’ books as a main source to explore those standards as well as

dealing with the opinions of critics and their methods of dealing with it.

With regard to the structure of this study, I divided it into an

introduction, preface, four chapters and a conclusion. In the preface, I

tried to identify the concepts of the standard and the value in more than

one field as well as the connection between those concepts. Moreover,

investigating the features of artistic standards before the fourth Hijri

century by exploring the nature of criticism at that time.

The first chapter, entitled the artistic standards of the word, in this

chapter I discussed the following standards: eloquence, ease, richness,

smoothens as well as softness, delightfulness and beauty, graciousness,

and tolerance.

The second chapter, held only some incorporeal values such as,

contrast authentic, division authentic, explanation authentic authentic,

completeness authentic, considering authentic and creativity and

innovation authentic.

Furthermore, in the third chapter I tried to trace a number of

standards that show the value of the artistic style, those standards are:

equality, indication, clarity, lustrine and educative.
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The last chapter was entitled the standards of the artistic value of the

image and it was limited in three values, those are: good allegorical good

analogy and the metaphor.

I concluded my study with a conclusion consisting of the most

important findings of the study.
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