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Contributions Made By Jurisprudents to
Criticism and Rhetorical Studies:

A Study in Criticism and Rhetorical of Ancient Arab Works

By: Zaid bin Sulaiman Al Jahdami

Arabic & Literature Department, Major: Literature & Criticism
Supervisor: Dr. Qasim al- momeni

This dissertation was an objective attempt to make salient
contributions made by jurisprudents (Fugaha’) in rhetoric and
criticism within time span extending over ten centuries post
Prophetic Migration. The study thus sought to answer the
following research questions:

1- What were the most notable features in criticism and
rhetoric of jurisprudents (Fuqaha’)?

2- Did nature of discipline affect which areas of
concern in criticism and rhetoric to be addressed?
How was that?

3-To what extent did jurisprudents  (Fugaha’)
contribute to criticism and rhetoric?

The study was organized into introduction, preamble, three
chapters, and a conclusion. The Introduction addressed research
problem, questions, and methodology applied by the researcher.
The Preamble, on the other hand, presented definition of
Jurisprudence (Figh) and Jurisprudent (the Faqih), and time span
of the study. Chapter One addressed concept of poetry including
definition, meaning and vocalization, clarity and obscurity,
fidelity and lying, righteousness and wrongness, fancy and
poetical metaphor and finally the poetical meter.
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Chapter Two titled “Poetry Functions” approached most
significant functions assumed by poetry from perspective of
jurisprudents (Fuqaha”) including: moral disciplinary, spiritual
enjoyment, implore to a noble, serving for language, history,
genealogy, and finaly seruing the Islamic nation.

Chapter Three, however, titled “Stand of Jurisprudents (Fugaha’)
against Poetry and Poetical issues ”, detailed positions taken by
Jurisprudents (Fuqaha’) as to making, learning, and reciting
poetry, in addition to their measures on love poems, eulogies
and elegies. Finally, dealt with some critical seatures and issues.

The study has revealed the following findings:

1- Jurisprudents in their criticism and rhetorical
accounts has specific implications and dimensions
that stand in contrast with those of non-jurisprudent
critics indicating a great contribution to rhetoric and
criticism.

2- Jurisprudent and non-jurisprudent critics have
convergent views in many issues of criticism, and
rhetorical analysis and views while maintaining their
distinctiveness indicated earlier.

3- Jurisprudents (Fugaha’) had never sought to criticism
and rhetoric for itself, rather for serving their
jurisprudential purposes. One, therefore, may find
such subjects scattered on Figh-related chapters in
their works. In other words, they have no interest but
in what relates to their discipline.

4- Curiosity in criticism and rhetoric had reflected on
their jurisprudential views, indicating a potential
effect of studying literature on a jurisprudent in terms
of further sharpening of his faculties in a way having
an impact on nature of his jurisprudential research.
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5- Nature of shariite formats had influenced the way in
which some jurisprudents dealt with shariite scripture
and how they approached it, whereas others had been
emancipated from its influence, so as viewed poetry
in admiration, they were in a better position to
capitalize on their rhetoric faculties. |

6- Stands assumed by earlier jurisprudents against some
issues in criticism such as righteousness v.
wrongness, truthfulness v. lying were intensive and
rigorous, whereas among most recent jurisprudents
they were more tolerable and understanding nature of
poetry.

7- Separation between the two disciplines once took
place during the 7" century had no impact on
subjects written by jurisprudents, where criticism and
thetoric continued inherently together in their
subjects during period covered by this study.
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