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ABSTRACT

Whereas the selections of poetry have formed an integrated reality
that represents the critical vision of the authors of these selections, this
dissertation throws light upon the image of woman in the Pre-Islamic
poetry of Al-Mufadaliyat and Al-Asmaiyyat by using the elements of the
cultural criticism.

The dissertation consists of a prepace, an introduction, three chapters
and a conclusion. The preface presents the rationale for the dissertation and
dividing it into chapters ; the introduction presents the cultural criticism in
view of the potentialities for critical interpretations.

Chapter One reviews the determiners of the woman model such as
the mythical determiner, the environmental determiner and the Pre-Islamic
poet's private and general experience. Chapter Two discusses the woman's
models and her behavioral and aesthetic values. Chapter Three discusses
woman's two types : the woman as a subject and the woman as an ego.

In reading the woman's models and determiners, the dissertation
concluded with a realization of the woman's constant and changing types in
the Pre-Islamic poet's consciousness. A woman would appear in two types :
as a subject in which the woman is a subject for a reaction rather than an
action. She is inspiring and motivating for manlihood, heroism and sincers
love. The second one as an ego type in which the woman would be active
and productive. This type rarely appeared in the selections of Al-Mufadhal
Al-Dhabbi and Al-Asmaai.
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